
Alaska Native tour coalition forms
The Nature Conservancy of Alaska , anan-

independent
an-

independentindependent , nonprofit conservationconservation-
organization

conservation-
organizationorganization withwithofficesoffices in AnchorageAnchorage-
and

Anchorage-
andand Soldotna , together with severalseveral-
Alaska

several-
AlaskaAlaska Native Corporations andand-

ecotourism

and-

ecotourismecotourism operators , is seeking inputinput-
from

input-
fromfrom Native communities to helphelpcreatecreatecreate-
an

create-
anan Alaska Native Ecotourism Coalition .

The coalition will foster ecotourism-ecotourismecotourism-
related

ecotourism-
related

ecotourism-
related

-

related development for Alaska NativeNative-
villages

Native-
villagesvillages and corporations by NativeNative-

individuals
Native-

individualsindividuals andandotherother entrepreneursentrepreneursi-
nterested

entrepreneursi-
nterestedinterested in ecotourism .,

An initial meeting and plenary session ,

funded by the Environmental Protection

Agency , will be held in conjunction withwith-
the

with-
thethe 4th Annual Conference of the AlaskaAlask-
aWilderness

Alask-
aWildernessWilderness RecreationR creation and TourismTourism-

Association

Tourism-

AssociationAssociation (AWRTAA WRTA ) in Fairbanks'ftomFairbanksftomFairbanksFairbanks' fwmfromfwm-
March

from-
MarchMarch 20-22202220.222022-. . The meeting is open toto-
attendees

to-
attendeesattendees of the conference andand-
interested

and-
interestedinterestedinterestedmembersmembers of the public . ThoseThos-
einterested

Thos-
einterestedinterested in being part of the firstfirst-

meeting

first-

meetingmeeting are asked to contact Ellen MalingMaling-

atat AWRTA .

Tentatively titled "DesigningDesigning" an AlaskaAlaska-

Ecotourism

Alaska-

Ecotourism

Alaska-

EcotourismEcotourism Coalition
,

" the workshop willwill-

be

will-

be
will-

bebe interactive and inclusive . ParticipantsParticipants-
will

Participants-
will

Participants-
willwill help develop the coalition and itsits-

Page

its-

Page

its-

PagePage 88,, pleasepkase



!Tour coalitionco lition
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goals, goals and identify initial , projects .

Panelists with expertiseexexpertiseertise in indigenousindigenous-
ecotourism

indigenous-
ecotourismecotourism programsprogra s around the worldworld-
will

world-
willwill guide the process andandshareshare theirtheir-
experiences

their-
experiencesexperiences in the fieldfield\fieldSch\

'
;
, ScheduledSchScheduled-

speakers
duledduled-

speakersspeakers include KirkKkk HoessleHO sle of AlaskaAlaska-
Wildland

Alaska-
WildlandWildland AdventuresAdventurs , Ken Leghqrn ofof-
Alaska

of-

AlaskaAlaska Discovery , Inc ., , and Jim SinnettSinnett-
from

Sinnett-
fromfrom Chugach Heritage AssociationAs ciation . RayRay-

Ashton
Ray-

Ashton
Ray-

AshtonAshton , of Applied TechnologyTechnology-
ManagementManagement , Inc . , and Deborah McLarenMclaren-
from

McLaren-

fromfrom the RethinkingRethinkingTourism-TourismTourism-Tourism inin-
Washington

in-
WashingtonWashington , DC ,, keynotekey6otekeyhote speakerspeakers at thethe-
A

the-
AWRTAAWRTAAWRT A Conference will also participateparticipate-
inin the coalition meeting .

The coalition is part of thethe-
Conservancy's

the-
Conservancy'sConservancy'sConservancys' Ecotourism Program ,

which was initiated in 1994 , and isis-

designed
is-

designeddesigned to help protect the ecologicalecological-
values

ecological-
valuesvalues of Alaska lands while encouragencourag- ¬-

ing sustainable andandeconomicallyeconomically viableviable-
approaches

viable-
approachesapproachesapproaches to management of thosethose-
resourceS

those-
resourcesresourcesresourceS . Last year , the 'ConservancyConservancyCopservancy' Copservanc-
ypublished

Conservanc-
ypublishedpublished an EcotourismEcotourismGuideGuideGuide forfor-
Alaska

for-
AlaskaAlaska Native Landowners , and heldheldaheld-

workshop
aa-

workshopworkshop in the subject at the 19951995-
Alaska

1995-
AlaskaAlaska Federation of Natives Conference .

"OurOur" ultimate goal ,
" said Susan Ruddy ,

the Conservancy'sConservancys' Alaska Director , "isis" toto-
help

to-
helphelp findfindwaysways to protect some of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

most

Alaska's-

most

'

most beautifulbeautifulandand biologically significantsignificant-
places

significant-
placesplaces , while at the same time providingproviding-
incentives

providing-
incentivesincentives for enhancing the economieseconomies-
ofof the people who live in those places .

">

For more information on the AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative Ecotourism Coalition , contactcontact-
Michelle

contact-
MichelleMichelle Brown at 907/262-63779072626377// - .

To obtain materials on the AlaskaAlaska-
Wilderness

Alaska-
WildernessWilderness , Recreation and TourismTourism-
Association

Tourism-
AssociationAssociation Conference , please call EllenEllen-

Maling

Ellen-

MalingMaling at AWRTA , 907/463-30389074633038/ -- .


