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The ancientan.lentanlent. EskimoElkmlOEskinto * of01 thethe-

Arctic

the-

ArelicArcticArelic were ardent follfollowerswerh of-

sporty
oi01of01-

IportlsportsIportlsporty contestscontehtscontehtsl'henever\'whenever\l'heneverl'heneverlhenever+ henever unan pc-

I

oc-

f

oc-

ctisum

pc-

elllwn
oc-ocpc-pc--

f ,I ctisumelllwncshin#; presentedpre.entedpreented. ItselfIt.elfItelfltsclf. ,
*. CohtiCOhtclts-

were
ContestsCOhtcltsstssts-

werewenswere held IIasnti, integralintegrlll purlspdrllparts of-

i

of-

whaling
ofof-

whalmgwhalingwhalmg celebrationscelebration, andIInd other-

auspicious
olher-

aUlpkloU.OCcllllons
otherolher

i

auspiciousaUlpkloU.OCcllllonsaUlpkloUOCcllllonsaUlpkloU.OCcllllonsA
. occasionsoccasions-

AA cOn1pelitlollcompetittofcompel i tiort wouldw\uldwuld\) become-

so
become

so10 keen thatthllt towardtowtrd, usIIIits conclusion-
much

conclusionconliUllonconliUllon-
muchmuchsuspensemuchmuchIuIusus'pensesuspense'penle built up ..isisJIas to-

which
toto-

whichwhich (otof) I theIhe men hudhullhad the most-

endurance
mostmOlt

endurancenlluraoce nervi-nervinervenerviand'- ,,. anddud toughnesstoughoes, ,,.

.and.lI\d.lId.lIlId\ whichwlllh) otof theIhe participantsparticipantparticipants-
would

>
would be hrstIirSffirst to haysay ""uncleuncle"uocleuocle ""

Therhe ehdraclencharact4richaracteristicIKtic Eskimos-
have

Ehkimol-
h.lve

EskimosEhkimol
haveh.lvehlve. ,alwaysliwaYI

seemedseemedleelned to lean-

toward
leanleaoleao-

wwarlltowardwwarll toughnesslouglmesl To keep their-

toughness
theirtheir-

toullhnelltoughnesstoullhnell sharpened.hurpenedhurpenedshurpened. the ancient-

Eskimos
ancientanllentanllent-

hlkm1hlkm1hskimnsEskimos'" developed tame4omeome contestsconteltcontests-

that
'

thatth\1th1,\ certainlycertamly requiredreqUirep
IIhullraltI(thatIhullralthat trait-

Such
traittrait-

SuchSuchulh contestscontelll emphasisedemphasizedemphasize-
dtodhness

emphll> lledlled-

tOllghnetOllghnetodhnesstoughness" which Ihethe( He men-

especially
menmen-

clpeclUllyespeciallyclpeclUlly needed to have in11\11\11theirtheir-

t

their

t\
pursuitPUrlUIt ot01of huntinghunlmg A lotoughgh man-

I

man-

was
manman-

walwaswal certainlycerlamly lookedlookeduponupon with-

something
withwith-

lomethmg
I

somethinglomethmglomethmgofof an awe byb >} the cotn-

tiwnity
loml-

1Iumty
comlom-lomcotn-cotn¬-

munityl1Iumtytiwnity The contecontentcontestsl , certainly-
brought

certainlycertl\mlycertlmlycertlmly-
brought

\
brought theIhe toughloullh men out II1to-

I

into-
t

II1t-
othe

intoII1to
It the openOpeR and they were respected-

and
re.peetedI-

Ind
respectedre.peetedrepeeted.

andIInd admiredadn11red ,,. especiallye'pecldllyepecldlly' by the-

youth
thethe-

YOUthyouth-

Two

youthyouth-

TwoTwo FllclIOl-

In

FactionsFllclIOl\\FllclIOlCpctionsFactions-

In

Cpctions-

In

\
In the whalingwhilling communityCtllnmUnlty of-

Tigara
0-

1flgJrJ
ot01of

TigaraflgJrJ ( POmtPaint Hope )) ,,. theIhe villagevllJdge ,.

apparently (throughJrough! centurieslenlunes pastpalt ,.

was dividedintodivided intomto two factions or-

sections
oror-

leCllonlsectionsleCllonl ,,. the northsidenorth "side"dede and the-

south
thethe-

louthsouthlouth sidebide The north side waswas-

calledcalledalled qdrqtnaktuuqqarqlrlllktuuqgarrftruaktuuq and the south-

side
hout-

h"de
southhouth

"side"dede ungacakcikaaq-
Each

uttgasakstkaaqungmahlkaaqungacakcikaaqungmahlkaaq-
Each

uttgasakstkaaq-
EachEach side had a roughly cor-

responding
cor-

relpondml
cor-corcorcor--¬-

respondingnumberrespondingrelpondml! number of whaling-
captains

whalingwhaling-
captamscaptainscaptams andIInd crews Thefhe main-
purpose

mammainmam-

PUrpOhCpurposePUrpOhC of this setup was com-

petilion
com-

petition
comcom-¬-

petitionpetilion betweenbelween theIhe two factions-
to

factionsfaction.
to10 see whichwhKh sideIde would catch-

more
catchcatch-

moremore whales-

At
whaleswhalewhales-

At

,
At the end ot01of01aofaa successful-

season
successfulucceslfulucceslful-

leabmseasonleabm( both sidesIdeh celebratedcelebraled The-

first
TheTh-

efirfirstfir\firfircelebration\! celebration wawas. held by-

whichever
byby-

whicheverwhichever sideIde hadhJd celebratederlcbrdled Ie-

lOnd
sese-

cond
Ie-Iese-se¬-

condlOnd the seasonsealon before When the-

south
thethe-

louthsouthlouth sideIIde ,,. torlor instancemhlance finished-

its

finishedfinished-
IIIUsIIIits festivitiesfehtlvltleb ,. the celebrantscelebraolh mov-

ed
mov-movmov-

ed
movmov-¬-

ed to the north side-

At
sideside-

At
side-

AtAt eachealh ot01of thesethe.ethee. celebrationscelebration, ,.

theIhe n/nalukatukI/alukatukIalukatukdukatuk ( blanket tosstOil )) ,.

eastingtealtmgteasting( andIInd dancingdllncmg ,. were perper-

formed
per-

lormedformedlormed along with visitingvllillng , anddnd

tnfrttnbndlyndlY banterbdnlerhanier

i4< ''l.o4erl.o4erlo4er''totetote'IoellIoell,. _ * Challenges-

s'hen

ChallengesClmliengCChallenges-

When

$'s'henshen
Whenhen celebrations on both ,

_.sid.ldldsidsIdIdI.ldssI had been completed , games-

or
gamesgllmcbgllmcb-

or
,

or pnlests''ontestsontests''onleonle ts were startedslarted The-

ope
TheThe-

opcopcopeopeningungnag performance waswasusuitlwas '
uual-

I

usualuual-uualusuitl, ¬-.
Ily}' IIaatugug ofrotc4otwarc4warwar between the north-

and
norlh-

and
northnorlh

andandlthoIhethe ,south,uth The Iloser() er of thlthis-

eve
this'

eveevwitMI pckedpickedplckcd( out the next-
challenging

nextnext-
ehllilellgmgchallengingehllilellgmg event-

fhe
eventevent-

The
event-

fheThefhe challenge might beehe Eskimo-

lootl
Ebklm-

oIot
EskimoEbklmo

lootlIotlOtntjull() ullall (orlr wrewrestlingtling where rules-

were
rulel-

were
rulesrulel

were liberalhberal Such thingsthmg as clip-

ping

clip-clipclip-

pmg
clipclip-¬-

pmgwerepingwerepingpmg were allowed If you felt-

reason4ibly
fellfeltfell-

rea.ondblrea.ondblreaondblreasonablyreason4ibly. }' safelafe from retaliationrelullatlon ,,.

one mightnlghl) digdtg his opponent'sopponentsopponent'lopponentl' facefaleface-

into

fale-

mtointomto the groundSnlund It uusuallyually got-

rough
gO-

Irough
gotgOI

rough enough where ,some""lielie broken-

bones
brokenbroken-

bonelbonesbonel resulted-
Another

resultedreultedresulted-

Another
reulted-

Another

,
Another challenge mightmlghl behe a-

toot
u1\1a\1-

tOOlfoottOOltoot race between theIhe two fac-

tions
fJl-fJlfac-facfacfJlt-

lons
--¬

tionstlons TOTb the eastealt ot01of TigaraTlgara isI> a-

small
aa-

mull,smallmull hillhili five miles111IIel away The-

runners
TheThe-

runnerhrunnersrunnerh rounded a certain point
agreedbgreedpointagreedpointbgreedupon to come back to the-

turting
thethe-

ItartlngItartlngturtingparting point The trouble with-

the
withwith-

thetheme trutniiIrll+, k WIIwas that aboutaboul aJ four-

mile
fourfour-

milemile "stretch"retchretch of it wawas gravel-

When
gravelgravel-

WhenWhenWien| you kickedkllked fortur au 'stride'IrldeIrlde ,,. youyou-

llipped
you-

slippedslippedllipped back about sixIIX inches-

Becomes

inchesmlhesinches-

BecomesBecomes Difficult-

As

DifficultDII11cotDifficult-

As

!
AsAh the .challenges.hllilengcshllilengcs progressedprogre\hedprogrehed\ ,,.

theyIhey becamebecllme tougher High kicks-

were
kickskllkbkllkb-

werewere performedpertrmed) where the better-

Ones

betterbetter-

oneoneOnes kicked up to nine feetfeel The-

requirement
TheThe-

requrequrequirementIrement for thisthl> sporthport was to-

kick
10-

kICk

to10

kick both feet intomto the air-

simultaneously
UI-

f.lmultaneouly
airUIf

.simultaneously.lmultaneoulylmultaneouly, and kick a-

suspended
aa-

.u'pended.suspended.u'pended.upendedupended' ball with both feetfeel at-

the
atat-

IhetheIhe samebJme time To touchlouch the ball-

with
bJII-

with
ballbJII

with (,oneIneote} toe ddidd notnOI count-

Next
countcount-

Next
count-

NextNext cameclime theIhe ear pull The-

men
TheThe-

menmen had their wives makemllke a-

braided
auu-

brmdedbraidedbrmded loop ofsinewof sinewsmew to alxabout> ut the-

size

thethe-

'I''IIsizee of fine twineIwlne The idea waswas-

to
was-

toto loop one end around the earellr of-

one
ofof-

oneone man and the other endendaroundaround-

the
aroundaround-

thethe ear of theIhe opponent-
The

oppbnenl-
The

opponentoppbnenlopponent-
TheThe contecontestt begins by slowly-

tightening
slowlyslowly-

tlghtenmgtighteningtlghtenmg theIhe loop withwtth the base-

of
babe-

of
basebabe

of the ears The tensiontenlo/ltenloltenclop, / wawas. built-

tip

buill-

up
builtbuill

Uptip to a strainingstrammg pull until one of-

the
ofof-

thethe opponents gave up Bothaoth con-

le

con-

testants
concon-¬-

letestantslantb usuallyuhually come outat of this-

when
thisthis-

whenwhen the "sinew"newnew had broken the-

skin
thethe-

IkmskinIkm and dug into the flesh-

Ncxt
flehh-

Nexl
fleshflehhflesh-

NextNextNexlNcxt cameclime the skull crushcn\bhcnbh\ The-

idea
TheThe-

Ideaidea otof thlthis' one was to10 claspcla.pclap. one's-

hand
one'l-

hand
one'sonesone'lonel''

hand around the back of the neck-

of
neck

ot01of the opponentoppt1nent The two1'1'0110' men-

then
menmen-

thenthen began to10 pull eachother'seach other's-
neck

other-

neck
other'sothersother\other'\

neck ,,. >!strainingrammg hardhaHI forehead to

,

toretorehetorchcheadd-

Whe
dd-

Whe
headWhen
WheWhen onfcone gave Wplipttp ., .a.11 >si/ablesiablelublessxahlessxahle-

goose
luble-

goo.e
/

goo.e-goo.egoose-goosegoose-gggoosegggoo.eliSgoosegg. - ([liSgg Usuallyulually resultedre.ulledreulled. oonononthethethe-

forehe
the-

foreheifforeheforeheadforeheifforeheifofd of eachea.1lea1l. mmtln-

wolletl

manmtlnman-

Swolleri

n

Swolleri[ wollellwolletl Knuckk'fi-

The

Knuckk'fiKnuckkfiKnulklesKnucklesKnuckles-

The

Knuckk'fi-
i

Knulkles-
I

'
i

The nntxtnextxt contestconte'lcontel' was a knucKle-
And

knuckle
andnd toe popop , A startingstar\mgstarmg\ line was-

marked
wahl-

1U1rked
waswah

markedl1U1rkedmarkedA\\;\AAA Contestantcontetant, gotgol on hishis-

belly
hllhishll-

bellybelly ononthe(, the floor atut the starlmg-
line

startingstarlmgstarting-
lineline ,. doubledd\ubleddubled\) his filtfists. and then-

suspended
thenthen-

ulpended,suspendedulpended his body restingre.tmgretmg. on his-

knucklesand
hishllhll-

knulklesknucklesknulklesknucklesand,and toetoes-

ft
toestoes-

ItItft begbcgiinbcgtnn with the contestant-
hopping

contestantcontestant-
hoppmghoppinghoppmg doon his knuckles and toes-

across
loel-

acro.s
toesloel

acrossacro.sacros. tlieltheIhe\IheIhefloor'\ floor roundingroundingaa point-

on
point

(on) n the opoh.lteopohlteoppositeopp'siteoppsite'
}'. endendofof the starting-

line
startmg-

line
startingstartmg

line I\#I-

AA good ttntestJntcontestantcontestantntestJnt could .stride-

about
stride.tradetrade.trad-

eaboutabout two feet at a time and the-

winner
thethe-

winnerwinner wawas the one who rounded-
the

roundedrounded-
thethe floor moremlre( times than his opop-

ponellts
op-

ponelus
op-op¬-

ponentsponelltsponelus WWhenen thistht> was over ,. thethe-

conte
the-

coutecontecoutecontestantsrtantstants came'ameame'timetime' out with highly-

swotlen
highlyhighly-

IWollenswollenIWollenswotlen knknucklesknuckles-
Next

ckles-

Next
lklesckleslkles-

NextNext cslimcamsm the difficultdllticult andatnd oneone-

of
one-

otofot the mostmo.tmot. painfulalnfulainful contestscontelt, TheThe-

contestant
The-

eonteltantcontestanteonteltant hadhudhtid to be a toughtoughmanman-

to
manman-

toto be in111 thisIhls contestcontebtcontest-
A

contebt-
AA .starting.llIrtmgllIrtmg line WaWas requiredrequited forlorfor-

this
lor-

IhlthisIhl> onebile, alsoallo The''hehehe participantpartlclpJnt tooktook-

off()ffoffOffhismukluhis muklukmuklukmuklukandandandsockiSOlkSocks At the-

starting
the

startingtartmg line1linelinel he hoppedhoped lightly-

coming
tightlylighllylightlylighlly-

comingcoming down on his toesloes The-

significant
TheThe-

slgnllslgnllsignificantcaot part of this was ,. thatthat-

he
that-

hehe landedlanpedlandedonon the knuckles of hiS-

toes
hishis-

toestoes which he had doubled back-

at
backback-

atat the light leapleap-

At
leap-

At
leap-

AtAt this positionpOlltlon the contecontestant-
commenced

contestant>lanllanlc-

ommencedcommenced to hop acrossacros, thethe-

floor
the-

floorfloor lahdingIlIlIdmgBinding eachealh time on the-

knuckles
Ihe-

knul.kles
theIhe

knucklesknul.klesknulkles. of his toes It was not-

hard
notnot-

hardhard to10 wincewmce each time he land-

ed
land-

ed
land-landlandland-¬-

ed with an unmistakable sound ofof-

bone
of-

bonebone hittinghlltmg the hard floor-

Need

floorfloor-

NeedNeed Nerves-

Next

NervesNerves-

NextNext came the contestconte.tcontet. that waswas-
usually

was-

uuJllyusuallyuuJlly, done as a finale of thethe-

gJmes
the-

gamesgamesgJmes To perform in111 this conIccontest-

was
contest, .

wawas, to10 have a good set of nerves-

as
nerveb-

as
nervesnerveb

as well as toughnesstoughnestoughness-
A

.*
A piece of stout driftwooddnftwood ci-

tabut
ofcitof-

abutabut a yard long was whittledwhlltled soso-

that
oo-

thulthatthul it had knife-sharpknifesharp-- edgeedge-

The
edge-

The
edge-

TheThe contestantconte.tantcontetantcohtestant. then wouwouldId lielie-

down
lie-

downdown m111in a prone positionposltton on the-

ground
thethe-

groundground or on the floor Then two-

men
twotwo-

menmen stood onn each side of him-

taking
himhim-

lakll1gtakinglakll1g hold of the piece of wood-

at
WoodWood-

atat each endel1ll and placed the kl11f-

eedge

knifekl11feknife-

edgeedge againstagalnbt the bridgebradge ot01of Ihe-

no'e
theIhethe-

nosenoseno'enoe' of the contestantconte.lnntcontelnnt. who was-

lying
WII-

Slying

wasWIIS

lying prone

Therherue contestantconte.tantcontetant. stiffenedhtlffened hiNhishis-

body
his-

boqybodyboqy *JSas> s the two men slowly-

started
slowlyslowly.-

t..ttstartedrted liftinghllmglilting at eachea.heah. end ot01of thethe-

hlck
the-

stick/stickh/lckhlck If the contestantetmte'tantetmtetant' didn't-

falter

didn'tdidntdldn'ldldnldldn'l-
fqltet

'

filterfqltetfalter he wawas, liltedliftedfitted into1010 a standing-
position

standingstanding-

pO"llonpositionpO"llonpOllon" withwllh the knife edge on-

the
onon-

thethe bridgebnllge of hhbhids nOle-
The

nosenOlenose-

The
nose-

TheThe resultre.ultreult. of this , of courcoursee ,.

wawas' a" clean cutcttt to10 the bone-

And
bonebone-

And
bone-

AndAnd sohO ., the undentanCient Bskimos-

took
EskimosBskimoshklmoshklmost-

Ol1ktooktOl1k their games ..eraoueraouseriouslysenoulyly They-

were
TheyThey-

werewere geared to theIhe conditions-
around

conditionsconditions-
aroundaround the\fltheflthemmem\ ., that of necessity of-

maintaining
ot01of01-

nlalntalOingmaintainingnlalntalOing ruggcdnessruggednehruggedness> ,.,

toughnesstoughne.stoughnes. ,. and stamina They-

considered
Theyrheyrhey-

con.ldercdconsideredcon.ldercdconldercd. those as vitalvitalinin111 theirthetrtheir-

truggle
thetr-

struggle,struggletruggle for survival-
There

survivalsurvival-
There

survival-
ThereThere were ,. ofofcoursecourse ,., light-

and
lightlight-

andand amuamusinglOg gqmesgumesgames thutthlllthat welweieweie-
played

ee-

playedplayed But in the name of keenkeen-

Wl1Ipetltlon

keen-

competitioncompetitionWl1Ipetltlon difficultdimcult econtests-
were

contestsntehtsntehts-

werewere heldheldandand they never failed
--

to arouseJrOa'eJrOae' greatgreal interestInterell 1\11ipii11theipthe|\ the-

community
thethe-

eommul11tycommunityeommul11ty i
II

I


