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ASA S U.SUS. . PRESIDENT- - - -
11-

ByByMARGIEBAUMANByMARGIEBAUMAN-

Gerald

By MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-

GeraldGerald R . Ford took the oathoath-
of

oath-
ofof office Friday as the 38th38th-
Prestdent

38th-
PresidentPresidentPrestdent of the United States ,

less than anal1 hourhOllr, after RichardRichard-
MM. Nixon formally resigned fromfrom-
office

from-
officeoffice . .

"II" 1 do solemnly swear that II-

will

I-

willwill faithfullyfaitlully execute the officeoffice-
of

office-
ofof the President-PresidentP.residentPresidentof. -' of the UnitedUnited-
States

United-
StatesStates and will , to thetbe best of mymy-
ability

my-
abilityability preserve , protect and dede-dede-

fend
de-

fend

¬-

fend the Constitution of the UnUn-¬-

itedJted States , so help me God ,"
Fbrd said .

The transfertransf r of powers camecame-
as

came-
asas Congress was preparing forfor-
impeachment

(oror-
iJ'npeachmentimpeachmentiJ'npeachmentiJnpeachment' debates and thethe-
antitipated

the-
anticipatedantitipatedanticipated trial of Nixon . NowNow-

those

Now-

thosethose impeachment plans lielie-

moot
lie-

mootmoot..
Ford made clear as he fookrooktookrook-

office
took-

officeoffice that he realized helie had notnot-
been

not-
beenbeen '-elected

e-lected'-elected
e-lected'elected by thotlitttl1 " people , butbut-

was
but-

waswas asking that the countrycIntryc \IntryIntry\ uniteunite-
behind

'

behind him , neverthelessnevcrthel.- esSnevcrthel-esSnevcrthelest
.

.,

"IfIf" you have not chosen meme-
by

me-
byby secret ballot , neither have II-

gained
I-

gainedgainedofficegained office by arryany secretsecre t pom-pomgrom-gromprom-prompomi-
ses

grom-
iscs

prom-
ises

; -

isesiscs ," helie said shortlyshort Iy after thethe-
oath

the-
oathoath ofofofficeoffice waswapwa delivered byby-
Cruef

by-
ChiefChiefCruef Justice ofofththethg U.SUS. . SupremeSupreme-
Court

Supreme-
CourtCourt Warren E . Burger .

"II" have notnol campaignedcampaignedeithereithereither-
for

either-
forfor the presidency or the vicevice-
presidency

vice-
presidencypresidency . I havehavchave'nothavenot' not subscribedsubscribed-
toto anyan'partisananpartisan'partisanpartisan' platform ., I amam-
indebted

am-

indebtedindebted to no man and only toto-
one

to-
oneone woman ; my dear wife ,

"

Ford said .

(Ford'sFordsFo.rd'sFo.rds. ' acceptanceilccept nce of the prespres-pre-
sidency

res-resres-

idency
¬-

idency , as wellwellasas Nixon'sNixons' resignresign-resign-
ation

resign-
ation

¬-

ation , were heard live in FairFair-Fair-
banks

Fair-
banks

¬-

banks , via radio and television ).

"II" have not sought thistl s enoen6r-en6rendr-endren6r-
mous

endr-
mous

>-

mous responsibility , but I\ willwill-
not

will-
notnot shirk itit.. Those who nominatnominat-nominat-
ed

nominat-
ed

¬-

ed and confirmed me as vicevice-
president

vice-
presidentpresident werewere my friends andartand-
are

!
are my friends .,

"TheyThey" were of botliboth parties ,

elected by the people andandctingacting\ctingcting:\

undertinder the constitution in theirtheir-
name

their-
namename .

"ItIt"" is only fitting then that II-

should
I-

shouldshould pledge to them and toto-
you

to-
youyou that 1I will be the presidentprpresident-
of

'sidentsident'sident-
of

'
of all the peoplecople , " Ford said .

" .. ... . there.there. is no way we can gogo-
forward

go-
forward

go-
forwardforward except together andan9 nono-
way

no-
wayway anybody can win excepteX cpt byby-
serving

by-
servingserving the people'speoplesptople'sptoplesp ople'soples' urgent needs .,

We cannot stand still ororoiorslipoislipslipslip-
backwards

slip-
backwardsbackwards ., We must go forwardforward-

Continued
forward-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)



Gera1d'R.Fok-
d

Gera1dR.Fok-
d

Gera1dRFok-
d
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((Continued from PagePage 1)1))
.

now , together ," he saidsaid .

Ford also said that "toto" thethe-
peoples

the-
peoplespeoples and the governments ofof-
all

of-
allall friendly nations , lndand((ind I hopehope-
that

hope-
thatthat could encompass the wholewhole-
world

whole-
worldworld , I pledgepledge-pledgean- an uninterrupteduninterrupted-
andand sincere searchs arch for peace .

"AmericaAmerica" willwillremainremain strongstrong-
and

'

and united . But it'sits' strength willwill-
remain

will-
remainremain dedicated to the safetysafety-
add

safety-
addaridadd sanity of ('thee entire familyfamily-
of

family-
ofof man , as wellweuwe'llwell as to our ownown-
precious

own-
preciousprecious freedom ,," he said ..

OPENNESSOPENNESS-
Ford

OPENNESS-
Ford

OPENNESS-
FordFord said that in all his pubpub-pub-

lic

pub-
lic

-¬-

lic and private acts asa $ presidentpresident-
"I"II". expect to follow my instinctsinstincts-
of

instincts-
ofof openness and candor , withwith-
full

with-
fullfull confidence that honesty isis-
always

is-
alwaysalways the best policy in thethe-
end'. end .

'

"MyMy" fellow Americans , thethe-
long

the-
longlong national nightmare is over .

Our Constitution works . Our-
great

OurOur-
greatgreat republic is a governmentgovernment-
ofof laws and not of men . Here thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople rule . . . -

"ButBut" there is a higher power ;

by whatever name we honor Him ,

who ordains not only righteous-
ness

righteousrighteous-righteous-
ness

-¬-

ness but love ; not only justice ,

but mercy .

"AsAs". we bind up the internal-
wounds

internalinternal-
woundswounds of Watergate , more painpain-pain-
ful

¬.-

ful and more poisonous thanthan-
wars

than-
warswars , let us restore the Golden-
Rule

GoldenGolden-
RuleRule to our political process andand-
let

and-
letlet brotherly love purge ourour-
hearts

our-
heartshearts of suspicion and of hate ."

Ford said at the state of hislhis-
speech

ss-
speechspeech that he was asking thethe-
prayers

the-
prayersprayers oforallall Americans .

"NowNow" ," he said , "BeforeBefore" closclos-clos-
ing

¬.-
ing I want to ask again youryour-
prayers

your-
prayersprayers , for Richard Nixon andand-
his

and-
hishis family .

"MayMay" our former president ,

who brought peace to millions ,

findfmd it for himself . May GodGod-
bless

God-
blessbless and comfort his wonderfulwonderful-
wife

wonderful-
wifewife and daughters , whose lovelove-
and

love-
andand loyalty will forever be a shinshin-shin-
ing

shin-
ing

¬-

ing legacy to all who bear theIheIhe-

lonely
the-

lonelylonely burden of the WhiteWhite-

House
White-

HouseHouse ."
Ford said he pledged to upup-up-

hold
up-

hold
-¬-

hold the Constitution , to do-
what

dode;>
, what is right , as God gives meme-

to
me-

toto see the right and to do thethe-
very

the-
veryvery best I1 can for America . God-
helping

GodGod-
helpinghelping me , II will not let youyou-
down

you-
downdown ," he said .

WHO IS FORD-
The

FORDFORD-
The

FORD-
TheThe 38th President of thethe-

United
the-

UnitedUnited States , with 25 years ofof-
congressional

of-
congressionalcongressional service and nine1nine'

months as vicevievi e presidentpresideritpreside t behind ,

had told his wife just about aa-

year
a-

yearyear ago that he would run oneone-
more

one-
moremore time for Congress , and thenthen-
retire

then-
retireretire from politics , in January ,,

, 1977 . His wife had wanted himlhim-
to

mm-
toto get out of politics .

Ford had said that he nevernever-
wanted

never-
wantedwanted to be President of the ''

United States ; all he ever wantedwanted-
toto be was the SpeaketSpeakelSpeaker of thethe-
House

the-
HouseHouse ..

Ford was bprnborn July 14 , 19131913-
in

1913-
inin Omaha , Nebraska and spentspent-
most

spent-
mostmost of his boyhood in Grand-
Rapids

GrandGrand-
RapidsRapids ,. MichiganMichiL1anMichl an . HisH $ name ,. at

birth was Leslie King , but hishis-
parents

his-
parentsparents were divorced when hefiehe-

was

fie-

waswas an infant and when hishis-
mother

his-
mothermother remarried Gerald RR.. FordFord-
Sr

Ford-
SrSr . , he adoptedadopt <:d young Leslie andand-
renamed

and-

renamed
,

renamed him .

Ford attended the UniversityUniversity-
ofof MichiganMicmgan , where he was cencen-cen-
ter

¬.-

ter on the UM football team-
during

teamteam-
duringduring their 1932 and 19331933-

championship
1933-

championshipchampionship seasons . Helie. waswas-
also

was-
alsoalsoalsonamednamed captain and mostmost-
valuable

most-
valuablevaluable player for the WolverWolver-Wolver-
ines

¬.-

ines 1934 team , one of theirtheir-
worst

their-
worstworst in history . Ford turned-
down

turnedturned-
downdown offers to play for thethe-
Detroit

the-
DetroitDetroit LionsUons and Green BayBay-

Packers
Bay-

PackersPackers, opting instead to attendattend-
Yale

attend-
YaleYale Law School . .-

After serving in World War II11II-

Ford
1-

1FordFord went back to Grand Rapids ,

Michigan and began practicingpracticing-
law

practicing-
lawlaw . Three years later he waswas-
elected

was-
electedelected to the U.SUS. . House ofof-
Representatives

of-
RepresentativesRepresentatives , ousting the ReRe-ReRe-
publican

Re-

publican
-¬-

publican incumbent in the pripri-pripri-
mary

¬.-

mary .

In 1948 he married one ofof-
his

of-
hishis most ardent campaign workwork-work-
ers

¬.-

ers ,, Elizabeth Bloomer .

Ford won a reputation earlyearly-
in

early-
inin his congressional career as anan-
expert

an-
expertexpert on the military budget..
He also supported President LynLyn-Lyn-

don
Lyn-

don
¬-

don Johnson'sJohnsons' Vietnam war efef-efef-
fort

¬.-
fort.. As early as 1965 , Ford waswas-
calling

was-
calling

,
.CallingCalling
.

for the type of blitzblitz-
bombing

blitz-
bombingbombing of-ofofmilitary-, military targetstargets-
around

targets-
aroundaround Hanoi and Haiphong in-
North

inin-
NorthNorth Vietnam that PresidentPresident-
Nixon

President-
NixonNixon launched at the end ofof-
the

of-
thethe. war .

In the House , Ford voted inin-
support

in-
supportsupport of big defense budgets ,

but also consistently to cut fedfed-fed-
eral

¬.-

eral spendingspendmg , particularly in propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

-¬

grams for rapid social and civilcivil-
rights

civil-
rightsrights cliangeschanges ._

Ford was staunchly opposedopposed-
toto school desegregation busing .

He also voted consistently in fafa-
vor

fa-fafa-
vor

¬-

vor of environmental bills andand-
many

and-
manymany consumer billsltills .

In 1970,, Ford led more than
100 House members in an efforteffort-
to

effort-
toto impeach U.SUS. . Supreme CourtCourt-
Justice

Court-
JusticeJustice William 0O . Douglas .

impeachmentHelie called for an impeachimpeach-¬-
mentment investigation of Douglas '
association with a foundation-
built

foundationfoundation-
builtbuilt partly on gambling moneymoney-
and

money-
andand also the appearance of somesome-
of

some-
ofof Douglas ' writings in Playboy-
Magazine

PlayboyPlayboy-
MagazineMagazine .

The HouseHOllse Judiciary CommitCommit-Commit-
tee

Commit-
tee

¬-

tee ,' subsequently dismissed-
Ford's

dismisseddismissed-
Ford'sFord'sFords' charges ,. concluding therethere-
was

there-
waswas no link between the SupremeSupreme-
Court

Supreme-
CourtCourt Justice and gambling andand-
that

and-
thatthat the other charges did notnot-
warrant

not-
warrantwarrantwarrant impeachment .

Ford is described by the mediamedia-
asas an open man , a plain personperson-
with

person-
withwith a penchantp'enchant' for work andand-
simple

and-
simplesimple, straight talk..

He is seen within hishi'shies' 'ownown'own-
party

' ownown-
partyparty as a man with a cleanclean-
reputation

clean-
reputationreputation ,, with an unflappableunflappable-
disposition

unflappable-
dispositiondisposition , a solid base of partyparty-
support

party-
supportsupport and , as one newsmannewsman-
put

newsman-
putput it , "aceace"aa" certainrtain gray acceptabilacceptabil-acceptabil-
ity

acceptabil-
ity

-¬-
ity to almost everyone ."


