RurAL CAP Alerts Governor on Rebulldmg Nondalton o

Immeuh!tcly upon hearing of
the Aug. disastrous' fire in
Nondalton, Mike Harper, execu-
tive- director of Rural -Alaska
Community. Action Program, vis-
ited Governor Egan to stress the
need for prompt and coordinated

i

acnon so ' that lhe commumly p

could regroup and rebuild prior
to freeze-up.

Harper reportgd to the gover
nor that former national director
of the Office of Economic Op-
portunity,: Alvin 'J. Arnett,and a

small groqp of OEO  officials "

had .visited Nondalton in April
" to review t}le effects of the im-

| minent " Bristol,. Bay 'economic

hardships- as dictited by the lack
of sufficient opportunities’in re-
cent years.

“Harper- noted, “It_is  ironic

 that the Village Council met with
+ our-group in thé school that has

now: been leveled.. The officials
toured the OEOifunded Nondal-

top Ca-Op store which' was es-

tablished only recently and had
provided much needed groceries
at significantly lower pnces lhan
the competing store.” !

Govetnor Egan’s staff lfad;ust
met: to discuss the situation and

had taken action to dispatch Don-

Lowell Alaska Dlsaster Office

dlrector, to the stricken com
munity.

‘The' State of Alaska, through
the . special * legislative _session,.
voted to fund the Bristol Bay
region .one million dollars in im-
pact money, in light of the de-
pleted. salmon f‘shenes in’ that

region.

OEO, through RurAL CAP

lis also’ granting §400,000'to that

area for the express purpose of

‘providing work projects so that
.some form of income will be .

carned ‘in spite_of the fact that

fishing has not proven su(,ccssful

m recent years.

I Harper commented’ (urther.
1" discussed with. the governor
the necessity for the various de-
artments of state and federal
governments, especially the. Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs, to work
hand-in-hand with OEO and any
other agency that could- offer
assistance to Nondalton.”

!
nor Egan is so concerned over

the problem, and I believe if the
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| “fam very happy that Gover-'

b
federal .ngenclcs can react com-

;.. parably, then we cari.get Nondal-

ton back' on its. feet, as quxdkly
as humanly possible.”



