BLM halts oil

land lease salé
by Steve Pilkington

lior the Thandfra Tlmes

The Burcau of Land Managetnent
has postponed a competitive lease sale
of a 678-acre tract of oil and gas lnid
on the North Slope of Alasku.

The decision 1o postpone the sale of
the federal land was made afier BLM s

t of Natural Resoutces
decided the state was not going Lo guin
tithe 10 90 percent of the oil and gas
rights from the sale of the land,

Earlier this yeur, the Department of
the Interior, which controls the land
to be sold, twld the resources depant-
ment that the state would get 90 per-
cent of the righiy @ obtain the ml and
gas involved in the sale, sanl Tom
Hawkins, assistant commissioner for
Mutural Resources

Howkins saud the ™ percent s
guaranteed by the Mineral Leasing
Act

The permission to sell the land was
then wathdrawn becaue the attorney for
the Interior Department told Natural
Resources that ’1I wouldn't be getting
the 90 percent.

“We thought it would be better 1o
masdify that withdrawal and use it for
the State of Alaska.'' said Hawkins,

The Department of Natural

meﬂc:i!mmmki Iug:iin.mm-
plgge & lﬁuhﬁ‘m q.P{-s
mu'di:zth wivkins, evén | th:r

do gain title w the o1l and gas, dril
'i:cu‘g will have 1o be done from the

ges of the tract because the Air
Force is o¢cupying the surface lands.

“*Becase the military has control of
the surface, we couldn’t directionally
drill,” he said

The pr ed sale involves i tract
of |...|thf$ used by the Air Force
ns 0 Distamt Early Waming line site
al Ohiktok Point on the shore of the
Arctic Ocean,




