Air National Guard tak_es_oyer
search and rescue missions

WASHINGTON, D.C. — A Senale
subcommitiee recently ed Sen.
Ted Stevens' request for 573 million
in federal funds o acquire aircraft for
a new Alaskan National Guard search
and rescue unil.

The fund would provide the Alaska
MNational Guard with four MH 600G
helicopters and two HC 130 wnker air-
craft to refuel the heli s,

The helicopters would be delivered
within the next nine o 12 months, with
the mnkers to follow by mid-1989. All
the wircrafl would be new nnd would
be based in Anchorage.

The fumlmg is contained in the Fisc-
cal year 1988 defense appropristions
hill approved recently h;.' the Senate
Defense Appropriations Subcommit-
tee. Sen. Stevens s the ranking
Republican on the subcomimittee.

Search and rescoe for downed
military and civilian ancraft in the
stale have been conducted by the
Alaskan Air Command, However, the
Asr Force last year announced that the
refueling wnkers which are used for
sedrch and rescue activities would be
mowved o other military installations
fir special operations. The tankers

were relocated in the fall, thereby
diminishing the ability of the Air Force
o continne search and rescue
operations,

““Already thiz year, the Alaskan Air
command has saved 23 lives through
is search and rescue operations,”
Stevens said. ““The removal of the Air
Force tankers severely limits their
sbility 10 maumuain the level of
service. '

“*I agree that it's in the national in-
terest (o provide special operations
with the tankers, but it shouldn’t be
done at the expense of Alaskan lives,"'
Stevens sald. *'The sppropriation ap-
proved would modernize the search
and rescue aircrnfl used in Alaska and
ensure that this essentlal service is not
allowed 1o lapse. "’

The legislation approved also in-
cluded lunguage providing for the tran-
sition of search and resuce activities
fronm the Air Force to the Alasks Na-
timal Guard, The Guard will work
with the Air Force on search and
rescue misstons for approximately the
next vear and have responsibility when
the mireraft and crews are opermtionally
ready




