What others say. . .

Outsiders caused loss of traditional values

To the editor:

| would like o share this with your
readers as it concerns most of the peo-
ple in Aluska.

| believe many of our heartaches
which stem from nicohol and d
abuse are partially a result of the
of understanding what has happened
o our people during the time when
outside lnﬂunucn were being
introduced.

These changes were imposed on us
without any rEFdh to what the con-

wequences mi
In the days before schools were in-

troduced, the children learned by wat-
ching and then by doing. The girls
learned by watching their mothers,

gra s, aunts or of the
women in the community. s
learned by walching l:hr: men af
Oty

The families were mﬂu-r at all

Protecting

To the editor:
The

HI.I!' 1991 s closer and
what is Alnska
Humu who have been living in
Alnska since Ihlr forefmihers can

times. There were no distractions
which rated the families.

As il necessary (o earm
wages 1o take care of the family, and
when children to atiend school,
learning by watching and experienc-
ing became harder and harder,

children were attending school
most of the day in n Iu environ-
ment which was what they
were used to and in a llnau:n they
didn’t understand. The tme spemt
together by the families became
shorter and shorter.

The parents wondered why their
children were not leamning their tradi-
tional ways as they had done when

thﬂii'fl'm min; up.

ate sttt S
ren to ift
;‘{tlﬂl:l m to mou:li uin school,
o8l © perents n'l speak
English but the children did and after

they finished grade school many were
sent away from home to attend high
school.
This s the where children used
tu refine their knowledge of hunting,
food, sewing and mking care
uflll'llrllj This generation missed out
on this refinement of their traditional
ways. Instead they were educated (o
learn in a method their parents knew
mthln,g about.
g::ntl having children in the
Inte 19508 and early 1960s spoke 10
their candren only in English so moat
of those born during that eru do not
speak or understand the native
language of their parents, Inupiag in
our case,
This has caused n Lrue communica-
tion gap between these children and

their rents who do not speak
or u English,
The opportunity that » grandparent

had to teach the values and traditions

to hs/her grandchildren or grea-
grandchildren has been bost, as has the
opporiunity to learn what can paly be
taught and learned in the language you
are fluent in.

Nobody meant for this to happen to |
anyone else, but the changes that came

about have happened very suddenly

and without warning. The service pro-
viders who moved in on us were not
aware of the different cultural styles
either.

| believe we need to work very hard
to make sure those who are here works
ing for us from elsewhere know of our |
history and our culture, past and pre-
senl. Also, we nead to make sure we |
understand what they are offering us.

We can’l keep them guessing and
we are the only ones who can pmﬂl:l:
that knowledge.

Sincerely,
Molly Pederson

Native land is up to shareholders

to solve this.
I myself um too weak to help sup-
S0 B i o
eoncem past
16 years, &-.wlm I first heard

about the 1991 . Before
irough 108 oy new tht th
Alaska Nutive Claims Settlement Act

Alaskn natives need to sober up
before it's too lnte.

What we can do to protect uurllnll
is really up to us, eapecinlly the
leaders.

-

Nathan |
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