Senate restricts
plutonium cargo

WASHINGTON, D.C. — For the
second time in less than g month, the
Senate passed legislation that would
restrict the air shipment of plutonium
by requining crash tests of contmners
i also an Environmental  Impact
Statement must be done before the
routes would be labeled safe

The legislation, nsored by
Sen. Fed Stevens andd nulf:tml by 'ieﬂ
Frank Murkowskl, was adopted
recently us oo amendment W the Chn
nibus Veterans Benelits and Services
Act of 1987

The amendment would prohibit an
shipment ol plutomum unless the
routes are evalusted in aecordance
with thie Natwonal Envirommental
Policy Act and the plutonium is car
ned inoa cask cemfied safe by the
Nuclear Reguluiory Commission

Under the .uurmlrnu.nl hefore cer
tilving casks os safle, the NRC would
have o fest o full-sciale sample con
e, lowded wath test matenal, by the
hest practicable means for simulating
alul transportation: conditions,

Fhe agency would also be required
to conduct and actusl crash test of a
cargo aircraft carrying a container
which would include an sctual drop
test from a maximum cruising altitude.

NRC must provide for public com-
ment and review the results of the tests
unider the amendment.

Murkowski believes that the
ents will be possible il handled
diffetently than radiactive materinls
}uwu besn in the past.
experiences of our vetermns
riant lesson,'" said
. ""We were not careful
enough to avold serious health risks
with mdioactive materials,""
Myrkowski said he is coordinating
Don Y o hﬂe
ndopt the Senate
wonium when the bill mm
l:uih groups in a conference

: lll: U.S.Japan plutonium
. negotiated last month,
permit air shipments of
m via Alaska, The treaty was
itted to the Senate November

Senute and House have 90 days
IIII pesion in which 1o

 agreement will go in-




