
endangered seabird discovered
dead by alaskan gulf fishermen

an endangered short tailed albatross
was discovered dead by fishermen on
a halibut long line east of middleton
island in the gulf of alaska on oct
1 the bird had apparently drowned
hours earlier when it seized a baited
hook as the long line was being set

the albatross bore a numbered
metal leg band inscribed japan and
a red plastic band which were return-
ed to the bird migration research
center of japan the young bird had
fledged inin april of this year off the
coast ot japan approximately 4000
miles southwest of its alaskan feeding
grounds

the short tailed albatross
Di omedia alalbabatruslrus is one of the

rarest of alaskasalanskas seabirdsseabirds at present
less than 200 adults of this species
breed on a single small volcanic
island torishimatomishimaTor ishima near the coast of
japan the short tailed albatross isis
classified as endangered by japan and

the USU S recognizes this designation
numbers ofodtheofthethe species were reduc-

ed to less than 50 between the late 19th
century and the 1930s due to com-
mercial harvest on the breeding
grounds for feathers and oil the
albatross isis now slowly increasing due
to complete protection by the govern-
ment of japan according to research
conducted by mr hiroshi hasegawa
of toho university

three albatross species frequent the
north pacific ocean during part of the
year although alallI1 breed inin the central
pacific the short tailed albatross kis
the largest with a wingspan of over
seven feet the others are the laysanlabsan
and black footed albatrossesalbatrosses the
short tailed albatross was once the
most abundant of the three species
along the alaskan coast according to
reports by early naturalistsnaturalists its bondsbones
are even common inin prehistoric
native middensbiddens


