Endangered seabird discovered
dead by Alaskan gulf fishermen

An enlangered shor-tled allsitross
wits discovered dead by fishermen on
a halibat long-line east ol Middleton
Island in the Gull of Alaskas on Oct
. The bird had apparently drowned
hours earlier when ot serzed o baited
hook as the long-line wis being sel

The albwtross bore a numbered
mietal Teg band insoribed * Tapan' and
wored plastic band which were returm
ed 1o the Bind Migronon Research
Center of Lapan, The young bird had
Medgged v Apnil of thas year off the
const of Japan, approxiommely < (KK
miles southwiest of s Alaskan leeding
prounds.

Fhe short-tarled  albatriss
Piomedim albatroy — s one ol the
rarest of Aliska’s seabinds. At present,
less thun 200 adulis of this species
breed on o single, small ‘-'tlf:llﬂll.:
wlind, Torviloma, near the coast ol
Japan. The short-taled albatross s
W classified as endangered by Japan, and

the U S, recogmizes this designation

Numbers of the species were reduc-
e 1o less than 50 between the lute 1%ih
cemury and the 190Ys due W com-
mercinl  harvest on the breeding
grounds  for feathers and oil. The
albrross s now slowly inereasing due
b complete prodection by the Govenne
ment of Japun, acdording w research
vonducied by M Hiroshi Hasegawa
of Tohe University

hiree albarrons species freguent the
MNowth Pacitie Ovean during part of the
year, dlthough all breed i the central
Pacilic. The short tmled albatriss s
the largest with w wingspan of over
seven feet, the others are the Laysan
und  Black-tooted  albatrosses. The
short-taled albatross was onee the
most abundant of the three specics
wong the Adaeskun comst ., mfunnmlg 1
reports by early naturalists; s bones
wre  even  common ino prehistonc
Natwve middens,



