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CHAMPION DOGMUSHER - George AttlaAUla , great dogteam racer ,

is posingposmg with hishl5 new book , "EverythingEverything"EverythmgEverythmg" I Know About TrainingTramlngTramlng-

and
Training-

andand RacingRacmg Sled Dogs " With George is his daughter BarbaraBartJara .- Photo by FRANK MURPHY

Geo . AftlaAttlaAttic : Champion DoqmusherDogmusher
"II"Iu"Iused"" usedu ed to raerazerde; backbackininm thethe-

vtllJge
the-

villagevillagevtllJge . OwningOwnmg a dog team waswawas-
justlustJust like owning a family car..

"
So George Attla , champnncllamplJnchamptan dogdog-
musher

dog-
mushermusher and winnerwmner ofofatat leastleast-
three

least-
threethree Fairbanks North AmericanAmerIcan-
ChampIOnshIp

American-
ChampionshipChampionship races , describesdescnbesdescnbes-
hIS

describes-
hishis entry intomto the sport thatthat-

now
that-

nownow takes up all of his timelime .

In Fairbanks Saturday to signsign-

copies
sign-

copiescopies of hisIlls book "EverythingEverything"Everything-
I

"
I Know About TrainingTraming andand-
RaclOg

and-

RacingRacingRaclOg Sled Dogs ," Attla talked

- - - -

about dogdogracingracingJClOgr , what makesmAe\mAemAeJmAe-
good

\ aJa-

goodgood dog , timestlme andandcompetitioncompetitioncompetition-
other

competition-
otherother relatedrelJted topics HelIeIle notednoted-
that

noted-
thatthat , while racers up here stillstlstill-
have

]
have the biggest purse ,, $15,00015000$15,000-
racmg

$15,000-
racing

$ ,

racingracmgracmgoutsideracingoutsideoutside is gettinggettmg biggerbigger-
then

bigger-
thenthen ever..

"TheyThey" just got started five oror-

SIX

or-

sixsix years ago outside andandatat thethe-
rate

the-
raterate they'retheyre' going I figure in101-
0four

in-

fourfour or five years they'retheyre' goinggomggomg-
to

going-
toto have the biggest races .. " WhileWhdeWhile-

Continued

While-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)



Musher George Attla . . .
( Continued from page-pagepage1)- 1)1)

the North AmericanAmencan averages 2020-

teams

20-

teamsteams per field , AttlaAttlJ saysays thethe-

smallest
the-

smallestsmallest helie sawSdW inm the lower 4848-

was

48-

waswas 70 teams per field .

'AskedAsked'. what made a goodgood-

racmg
good-

racingracingracmg dog , he repliedrephed , "II" 1 hookhook-

lum
hook-

filmhimlumfilm up and see howho\\hohoIllS\ hisIllS backhnebackliiiebackhne-
the

backliiie-
the( the linehne from harness to towtow-

Ime
tow-

linelineIme ) ridesndes . IIIt his1m backhnebacklmebacklinebacklme-
bounces

backline-
bouncesbounces when helie runs , he won'twontwon't-
make

won't-
make

'

make a good sled dog or a goodgood-

lead
good-

leadlead dog . When he'shes' comingcommgcommg-
down

coming-
downdown , he'shes' slackingslackmg his lineIme . AA-

really

A-

reallyreally good dog never does that "
Contrary to what manymany-

people
many-

peoplepeople believebeheve , Attla sees dogdog-

racmg
dog-

racingracingracmg as stillst1l' havinghavmg a goodgood-

future
good-

futurefuture ahead ofofItitIt.. "WhenWhen"When-

snowgoes
"When-

snowgoes

"
snowgoes first came inm , everyevery-every-

body
every-

body
¬-

body let their dogs go . Now II-

thmk

I-

thinkthinkthmk dogs are comingcommg backback-

agam
back-

againagainagam . It kindkmd ofofrunsruns inm cycles "
It dog mushingmulungmushnng, is profitable ,

it is also expensive , in terms ofof-

both
of-

bothboth timetllne and money . A good ,

proven racingracmg dog willwlll run about
$400400$ , with an untraineduntral ed puppypuppy-
costing

puppy-
costingcosting $7575$ . AttlaAttia , who buysbuys-

and
buys-

andand sells about 25 dogs a yearyear-

at
year-

atat his kennelkennelatat 8 Mile BadgerBadger-

Road
Badger-

RoadRoad , Fairbanks , says it takestakes-

about
takes-

aboutabout a y) tar? ar of work before aa-

person
a-

personperson can even start racingracl g aa-

dog
a-

dogdog .
'

The best dogs , he thoughtthought-
areare the ones "TheyThey" call . . .

the Alaskan husky , but all theythey-

really
they-

reallyreally are is village dogs . TheThe-

best
The-

bestbest percentage of good sledslcdslcd-

dogs
sled-

dogsdogs still come from HuslialIusllaIfuslialIuslla-

his
Ifuslia-

his( his home village ) ," AttlaAllia saidsaid-

"I

said-

"I

said-

"I"II" thinkthll1kthll1kasthinkasas long as I'mIm'' physiphysI-physI-

cally
physi-

cally

¬-

cally able and am doingdOll1g good .

I don'tdont' want to race when I'mImI'm-

not
I'm-

not

'

not doing anythinganythll1g ," helie repliedreplied-

when
replied-

whenwhen asked how long he inm-min-inm-

tended
in-

tended
¬-

tended to keep racingracmg .

Question about Doc LomLom-Lom-

bard
Lom-

bard
¬-

bard , a 65-year-old65yearold- - professionalprofessional-
racerracer from Massachusetts , hehe-

commented
he-

commentedcommented , "II" don'tdont' think I'veIveI've-

got
I've-

got ''got any kind of edge on him .

Like , last year when I had aa-

good
a-

goodgood winning team , I wasn'twasntwasn't-
leaving

wasn't-
leaving

'
leaving him behind that much ..
You really can'tcant' count him out.. "

Starting professionally in

1958 , AltlaAUlaAttla has run in racesraces-

from
races-

fromfrom Fairbanks and AnchorageAnchorage-
toto MinnesotaMmnesota and Michigan . Helielie-
said

'
said that it was "justjust" somesome-some-

thing
some-

thing
¬-

thing IIwantedwanted . It wasn'twasnt' hardhard-

to
hard-

toto gelget into because there waswas-

no
was-

nono competition from the snowsnow-snow-

mobiles
snow-

mobiles
¬-

mobiles . "
An average race , about aa-

70mlle
a-

70mile70-mile70mile70-mllemlle-- course , takes well overover-

four
over-

fourfour hours . But Attla'sAttlasAttia'sAttias' recordrecord-
shows

record-
showsshows why hee is a winner and

not just any other dog mushermustiermu her..

HisI lisIts timetnl1e for the North AmericanAmencanAmencan-
ChdmplonsJllp

American-
ChampionshipChampionshipChdmplonsJllp in March of thisthis-

year
this-

yearyear was 4 hours , 19 minutesnllnules , 3333-

secondssecondsconds .

And hisIlls timelime for the 75-mile75mile75-mllemlle75-rulerule75mlle-
Anchorage

75rule-
Anchorage

-

Anchorage Fur Rendezvous ,

which netted himhml the WorldWorld-

ChamplOnshljJ
World-

ChampionshipChampionshipChamplOnshljJ , was 5 hours ,

15 minutesmll1utes , 25 seconds . OfOf-

the
Of-

thethe eight races he enteredenteredinin111

1972 , helie won seven of them andand-

only
and-

onlyonly lost one by less than twotwo-

minutes
two-

minutesminutes .

Attla sees good times ahead ,

both for himselfIllmself and for dogdog-

racing
dog-

racingracing in111 generalgene ra !.. AlthoughAI though heliehe-

boards
lie-

boardsboards his dogs and works as aa-

river
a-

riverriver pilot or for the Bureau ofof-

Land
of-

LandLand Management duringdunng thethe-

summer
the-

summersummer , hisIllsfits winterswll1ters arearc stillstilistili-

taken
still-

takentaken upupwithwith hisfits dogs .


