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SLOPE BOROUGH Tiff11FF GOES ON

Borough Work Goes onon-

While
on-

WhileWhile Waiting DecisionDecision-

By
Decision-

ByBy Judge Eben LewisLewisB-

yByy JOYCE ZIMMLRSCHILllIMMERSCIIIIDLINiMERSCIIiEUlIMMERSCIIIID-
With

LINiMERSCIIiEU-
With

: : )

With the decision still pending from Superior CourtCourt-
Judge

Court-
JudgeJudge Eben LewisLewi" , workworkcontinuescontinues on the proposedproposedNorthNorth Slope Boroughorough . Borough Mayor EbenEbert iiopsonHopsonfopHopson-
was

! <;onon-

waswas in Fairbanks lastlasteekweek\\eekeekeekandweekand\\ andandan'eredandansweredansweredan\'eredan'eredered"\' somesonic'( lIllC questionsquc.tionquctionquestions-
about

!. ,
about "kkb'?*" lie controversycontro\'ersycontro'ersyersy\' ..

Suit liashishJ been tiledtIledJglIlItagainstJglIlI\tJglIlItJglIlIt-
borough

against-
borough

, \borough b\bbtheh)\ the oil011 companiescompJnle\compJnlecompJnle-
who

\ ,.

who claim thatIhJt thevthe\thetilesthewill\ will hehe-

stud
he-

stuckstuckstud. with the bulkhulkhulkofbulkofotof taxestJxe\tJxetJxe-
CompJny

taxes-

Company
\

CompanyCompJnyCompJnyofflcl.llCompanyofficialsofficialsofflcl.ll\offlcl.llofflcl.ll,110. \ also,11\0,11110, \ questionque\tlOllquetlOllquetlOll-
the

question-
the

\
the legalitylegJhty ot01of ad hoiougiihOIlughhoiough! formtlrmtornn-tornntornn-

ation
! ¬.-

ationJtlOIl therethere-

To
there-

To
there-

ToTo thesethe\ethee\ chargesL1IJrge\L1IJrgeL1IJrgelIlpln\ ,. HopsonlIlp\lnlIlplnIIopsonlIlplnS-
Jld

IIopson-

said
! \!

saidSJld ,. "UnderUnder"LinderLinder" the LandL.lndLlnd. C((1.111\1\1.1111(1.11111111(1.1111-

Act
laimsfaintsfaints-

Act
.\\Act ,. there arearc 1212reglon12regionsregionsreglon\reglonreglon-

throughout
regions-

throughout ' \
throughout the statetJte , and.tIhltIhlandours. ourslur\lurlur-
I

ours-

is
! \

isI the Arctic Slope RegionalleglOllJ1leglOllJ1-

CorpUrJtllHl
Regional-

Corporation
{

CorporationCorpUrJtllHl Theyrhey ( the NativesN.1tlvc\N.1tlvcN.1tlvc-

are
. \ )

are entitled totoelectselect\electelect\ somethingomethllgsomething-
over

omethllg-
over

!
over fivef ve milliontnt/hontnthon/ acresICrC\ICrC,ICrC01\ of01 landIJlld ,.

and the whole"hulehule" acreageJcreJge isI notnot-
necessarily

not-
necessarilynecessarily aroundMound the villagesvIlIJge ,.

so there will behe somesonic landslandlands-

underunder theirthen own selection propro-pro-
cess

¬,-

cess that will behe selected for

possiblepO\\lhlepOlhle\ \ inmcrdl-riinmcrdlrimlI1eroll.mhmlI1erollmhttuneral -. nch< .lili. landsIJnd\IJndlands-

"I
IJnd-

11m
\

"II" 11m] his mavmIVniav, behe for recreationreuelIlonreuelIlon-
or

recreation-
or

,

or what"hlthltw" hit, havehlvehaveouhlve011, \ouou\011011t\ oil , buthut ., andlIId, thetinethe-

reJon
tine-

reasonreasonreJ\onreJon\ I broughthroll/-hthrollht/!- thisthl\thlthltIling\ thingtIling upliplip-

isis1\11thlt\ thatthlt, the oilOIluHnpuIICoilcompaniescompaniesuHnpuIIC\uHnpuIICuHnpuIIC.trguc, \ argue.trguctrguc.trguc-
thlt

argue-
that

.
thatthlt, theythetheykill) will"illillkill" hetie theIhc onlylnl\lnlonlNlnl1.1! \ tax1.1\1.1tai1.-

1pIYl'r

tai-
pryers

. \
payerspIYl'r\pIYl'rpIYlrpryerspIYl'rlIId, ' \ andlIId, thcvtilesthl ' , feelteel thevthe\thefliesthe111\ will\111111sillsill-
be

,111-

he
\

behe paving1Mpis' II1gi ng more thanth,1I1th1I1, theirthl'lrthllrthl'lrhMe' share\hMehMeshireshare-

"I
shire-

"I
\hMe-

"I"II"I.Ild"ISaid" said\.Ild.Ild\. I don'tdontdOIl'tdOIlt' thinkthm\thmthmtholt\. that'sthatstholt\tholttholt.1'\ .11. .-

1tlIr

aa-

fairtlIrfairtlIrtllcment( air, stalement\tllcmenttllcmentstatement\ , to makemAL' WhatWholtWhat-What-

ever
¬.-

ever the millage1I1111dgentillige raterdte is1\1\1It, it is1\1rs\1-

gOlllg

rs-

goinggoinggOlllg totll applyJpply to the oiloiltllmoilLolltorntllmLolltllm-

pJllle
)

pamespJllle\pJlllepailiespJllle'III\ on'IIIIII' PrudhoePruJlwe BavH.lvHlv. as,1\,11,1"ell, \ well"ellellHell"ell-

J
Hell-

as
"

asJ propertypropertyownersownersO"lIerOlIer" inIII allIIIotallof,III otofot-

vtlllge
of-

villagesvillagesvtlllge\vtlllge, \ .
"

vtlllgeVIIIlge
VillagesVIIIlge, includedmcilidedincludedIliin111Ili the widewide-

spread
" Ide

spreadpredd borough landsland, includemcludemclude-

BJrrow
include-

BarrowBarrowBJrrow , WamwrightWJlI1wnghtWainwright ,. Point Hope ,.

AnaktuvukAn.1ktuvukAn1ktuvuk. PassPJ anddnd BarterBdrtcr Is-IsIs-

Continued

IIs-

Continued

-.
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land . Taxes , Hopson explainedexpldlned ,,

are basedbasedonon assesseda sesseJ valuationsvaludvaluations-
for

lionslions-
forfor the area inIII questionquestion-

These
question-

These
question-

TheseThese valuationsvdlu.ltlonsvdlultlons. areHe: arriveddrrlveddrrlved-

dt

arrived-

atatdt by valuingvdlumg propertypropertywithinwithinwithin-

corporation
\ ItlllnItllln-

corpordtloncorporationcorpordtlon bordersborder , choosingdlOO\lIlgdlOOlIlgdlOOlIlgIchoosingadlOOlIlg-
total

choosing-
total \ a,I

total figuret gure andandcOInmgandcomingcomingcOInmg up withwith-

operating
\ IthIth-

opcrdtlllgoperatingopcrdtlllg needsneed MoneyMOIIl ' } isI-
Sbudgeted

is-

budgetedbudgetedbudgetedoutout to get an.mm. adequateIdequdteadequate-
mtllage

,Idequdte-
milldgenullagemilldgemtllage rater dte torfor taxestlxestaxes-

"So
tlxes-

"So
taxes-

"So
,

"SoSo"Sohat" what\\hathat\ hate'vewe'v-
e

wev-
e

\\e'v-
e

e'v-
e

ev-
e

wC\\ ' ve come upupIthupkithwith\\IthIthkith\% kith-

is
\ Ith-

IisI basedbd ed on an,m estimatede.tlmdtedetlmdted. $500500S500S500-

nlllhon
S50$ ( )

millionnlllhon assesseda e .eded. valuationvaludtlon ., forfor-
Ihe

for-

theIhethe( he North Slope Our budgetbudgctbudgct-

would
budget-

wouldwould call lorfor 3333 mills , and that
3.333. will apply , likeIIIe, I saiddld , to allall-

property
all-

propertyproperty owners0ners0\\0\ ners . It'tt' getsget oiloil-

companies

oil-

companiescompanies ' properties as wellwellasasas-

IIldlvldual
as-

individualindividualIIldlvldual properties , rentalrental-

properties
rental-

propertiesproperties that areMe upuponon thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth SlopeSlope-

"Whenever
Slope-

"Whenever
Slope-

"Whenever"WheneverWhenever" we arearc declareddeclareJdeclareJ-
organized

declared-
organizedorganized , wewe111will\\111111\ levy((levy taxestax s ) , "
HopsonItopsonHop on said "We'reWere" ' due up inmm-

the
in-

thethe taxtdX rolls rightrlgh t now , becausebecaubecause-
qs

ee-

'Iqs'II' farfM as the election in111 June isI-
Sconcerned

is-

concernedconcerned , and our certificationcertificatio-
nof.theek'llOn- - --of.the-ek'llOnof.theekllOnof.theoftheek'llOnekllOn- - ofofthe. . -the-the-. .theeiesttoiitlseelectrontlse-tlse- eiesttoiielectron' ofoftheof.theof-theofthe-thethe-. firstfmt ofof-

July
of-

JulyJuly , tells us that we arearc a legallegal-

munIcipal
lega-

lmunicipalmunicipal corporationeorpordtlon untiluntil-

somebody
until-

somebodysomebody proves us otherwiseotherwise-
That's

otherwise-
That'sThat'sThats'' what thistlus court caseCdse isIS-

all
is-

allall aboutdbout.. "
IncorporatingIncorporatmg a boroughborough-

starts
borough-

startsstarts With writingwrltmg a petitionpetition-
and

petition-
andand presenting the findingsfmdlOgs ofof-

the
of-

thethe Local AffairsAffalfs Agency . TheThe-

fmdlOgs
The-

findingsfindingsfmdlOgs are put together by thethe-

Agency
the-

AgencyAgency , which turns them overover-

to
over-

toto the Local Boundary ComCom-Com-

mission
Com-

mission

¬-

mission .

The commission , he said , hashas-

"the
has-

"the"thethe" responsibilityrespo/1Slblhtyrespo1Slblhty/ to determinedetermlOedetermlOe-
whether

determine-
whetherwhether to accept or reject aa-

petition
a-

petitionpetition to incorporate1l1corporate , so allalall-

this
!

this has already taken place ,

and as far as we are concerned ,

we are satisfied that all thethe-

critena
the-

criteriacriteriacritena under the law has beenbeen-

met

been-

metmet by the North Slope BorBor-Bor-

ough

Bor-

ough

¬-

ough . "
Discussion over possiblypossibly-

credtmg
possibly-

creatingcreatingcredtmg a boroughboroughininm that regionregIOn-

first
region-

firstfirst arose in March of 1969 ,

but was set aside while thethe-

Land
the-

LandLand Claims bill was beingbe1l1gbe1l1-
gsettled

being-

settledsettled . The needs of the wholewhole-

state

whole-

statestate , Hopson said , had to comecome-

first
come-

firstfirst..

HeIle also called self-determinaselfdeterminaself-determ1l1a-determ1l1aself-determina-selfdeterm1l1a-
tlon

selfdetermina-
tion

- ¬-

tiontlon the reason behindbehmd the wholewhole-

thing

whole-

thingthing .

"WeWe" want to be able to concon-con-

trol
con-

trol
¬-

trol our own education systemsystem-
for

system-
forfor a high schoolschooJ up on thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope so that we don'tdontdon't-
have

don't-
have

'

have to send our kids 1500 and
2000 miles away from home justjust-

to
just-

toto get them a high school eduedu-edu-

cation
edu-

cation

¬-

cation ," he noted .

Educational benefits are onlyonly-

one
only-

oneone set of advantages to bebe-

gained
be-

gainedgained by creating a borough .

Others have to do with healthhealth-
servIces

health-
servicesservices , planning and zoning ,
and taxation and collection ofof-

taxes
of-

taxestaxes . To exercise any otherother-
municipal

other-
municipalmunicipalmunicipalauthontymunicipalauthorityauthorityauthonty , HopsonHopson-
said

Hopson-
saidsaid , such powers must be transtrans-trans-

ferred
trans-

ferred
¬-

ferred from the city to thethe-

borough
the-

boroughborough .

"ThereThere" are some other benebene-bene-

fits
bene-

fits
¬-

fits and other things that thethe-

borough
the-

boroughborough will be able to do . WeWe-

have
We-

havehave one hospital in Borrow .

That'sThats'' the only hospital up onon-

the
on-

thethe North Slope . I think dentaldental-
services

dental-
servicesservices within each village cancan-

be
can-

bebe had once we get out additaddit-addit-

ional
addit-

ional
¬-

ional authority on health .

'That'sThats"That's'"" '' one of the responrespon-respon-

sibilities
respon-

sibilities
¬-

sibilities if we succeed in gettinggetting-
that

getting-
thatthat authority . I thinkthmk there'stheresthere's-
all

there's-
all

'

all kinds of ways the boroughborough-
cancan attempt to provide thosethose-

services
those-

servicesservices .

'TheThe"The'" suitstilt . . has hamperedhampered-
ourour implementationl1nplementatJon of thethe-

borough
the-

boroughborough . One olof the big propro-pro-

blems
¬.-

blems we got into , basicallybdslcally onon-

.Iccount
on-

accountaccount.IccountIccount. of the suitlI1t itself , W'asWaswas-

to
'

to10 finance our own0n0\\0\ n municipalmUIIIClrmunicipal-
operation

alal-

operationoperation .. It getsget a little diffidimdiffi-diffi-

cult
¬.-

cult when you try to sell bondsbonds-

tu
bonds-

tototu financefmance ad municipalmurHclpdl corporacorpard-corpardcorpora-corpard-
lion

corpora-
tion

¬-

tionlion when you havehdve ad suitSlutSlut-

hdl1gmg

suit-

hanginghanginghdl1gmg over your headhedd TheThThe-

bankersbankers hesitate .

"YouYou" recallrecJIl ,
" Hopson concon-con-

11I1ueJ

con-

tinued

¬-

tinued11I1ueJ , "duringduring"durlllgdurlllg" the lastIdst couplecouple-
af

couple-
ofofaf weeks , I guess , we liave:, lIVenavelIVe-

fllully
nave-

finally
:

finallyfllully advertisedadvertladvertisedandededandandandarcandarearearc atdtat-atat-

tempting

¬.-

temptingtemptmg to sell our bondsbond toto-

the
to-

thethe public . Directly to thethe-

public
the-

publicpublic rather thanthJn goingg01l1g toto-

banks
to-

banksbanks and borrowingborrow1l1g the moneymoney-
We

money-
WeWe have borrowed to financefll1ance the

very limitedIIIIlIteJ operationoperdtlOn thatthdt wewe-

arc
we-

arearearc doingdomg nownow-

"We

now-

"We"WeWe" were very fortunatetiIIundlefartinatetiIIundle-
thlt

fartinate-
that

')
thatthlt, the state agreedJgrceJ to purchasepurchdsepurchdse-
S

purchase-
S100,000$100,000100000S100,000S100000S$ I 00,00000000, of our bondsbond jusiJmllust a,ItI-

couple

t-

couplecouplecoupleofof weeksweek. agoIgo, Therefherl' havehdv ,,

been two other01 her bankshanks whichssIi\ IlIchIlIch-

hdvc
chch-

havehavehdvc purchasedpurchdpurchasedsmallered smallerI11.1I1erI111I1er. amountslInountamounts-
of

,

ofofnoteofnotesnotesnote Iromfrom the billshilI> We'llWellWe'll-

tdle
We'll-

take

'

taketdle any purchaserpurdldscr We'reWere' reallyreally-

puttlllg
really-

puttingputtingputtlllg out a realredl eflortellort to sellsell-

them
ellell-

themthem to the publicpubhc We havehdvehdve-

Jdvertl
have-

advertisedadvertisedJdvertl ed "

On the outcome of the caseCdcase-

itself
CC-

Itselfitself , HopsonHoponItopsonHop on said he hashds triedttried-

to
nedned-

toto avoidJvoldJvoldsdymgavoidsayingsayingsdymg too muchmuchaboutaboutabout-
Itit becausebecau e it is stilltlll unsettledunsettled-
lIe

unsettled-
lieHelIe saidSdld that he expects ad dede-dede-

CISion

de-

cision

¬-

cision befoiebefore much more timetime-

passe
time-

passespassespasse .


