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Village High --
Could Breakthrough Turn Into Setback forfor Native Education??
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pecial
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pecial
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InstitutenstltuteI of Social ., Economic andand-
Government

and-
GovernmentGovernment ResearchRese "chch" Center forfor-

Northern
for-

NorthernNorthern Educational ResearchResearch-

For

Research-

ForFor the firstIlrst time , highhtghhtgh-

schools
high-

schoolsschools have opened theirthClf doorsdoors-

m

doors-

ininm several small villages , andand-

more
and-

moremore of these schools are beingbemgbemg-

planned
being-

plannedplanned . The hope is that villagevillage-

hIgh
village-

highhigh schools will end the psychpsych-psych-

ologIcal
psych-

ological
¬-

ological disasters caused by secsec-sec-

ondary
sec-

ondary
¬-

ondary education away fromfrom-

home
from-

homehome .

Once served by such schools ,

Native students will no longerlonger-

be
longer-

bebe forced againstagamst theirtheH willwJlI toto-

leave
to-

leaveleave home for high school -
an event which often causes angflflg-flflgnrig-nrigflflg-

ulsh
nrig-

uish
¬-

uishulsh both to students and theirtheir-

families
their-

familiesfamilies .

WithWIth1village\11\' II age schools , studentsstudents-
who

students-
whowho wouldwouldotherwiseotherwise drop outout-

of
out-

ofof school because their familiesfamilies-

need
families-

needneed help at home can finish

their education .

Also , those students who wishwish-

to
wish-

toto live inm the village as adultsadultadults-
cancan receive their diploma withwith-with-

out
¬.-

out developingdevelopmg the split culturalcultural-
IdentIty

cultural-
identityidentity ofofmanymany students whowho-
now

who-
nownow leave home for highlugh schoolschool-

and
school-

andand then find when they returnreturn-
that

return-
thatthat they are dissatisfied withwith-

the
with-

thethe village but happy nowherenowhere-
else

nowhere-
elseelse
elseThere

There is a danger , however ,

that village high schools couldcould-

set
could-

setset back Native education unlessunless-

NatIves
unless-

NativesNatives demand more than justJust-
aa high schoolschoolinin10 every village .

The possibilitypossiblhty exists thatthat-

such
that-

suchsuch village schools might n11''' t tetobto-

able
:

able to furnish the backgroundbackground-
needed

background-
neededneeded by those village studentsstudents-
who

students-
whowho desire to go to college or toto-

become
to-

becomebecome professionals .

This is an especially importImport-Import-
ant

import-
ant

¬-

ant consideration in view of thethe-

increasing
the-

increasingincreasing need for Native propro-¬-

fessionalsfesslOnals to staftstafftafl the regionalreglOnJlreglOnJl-
and

regional-
andand village corporations createdcreated-
by

created-
byby the Land Claims Act and toto-

take
to-

taketake over programs managed byby-

white
by-

whitewhite professionalsprofesslOnabprofessionals-
Thus

professlOnab-
Thus

professionals-
ThusThus , whilew/ulewule/ gettinggettmg a high11Igii11Ig-

iischool
high-

schoolschoolschoolintointomto every villagevlllagc shouldshould-

be
should-

bebe the first priority in10 ruralrural-

secondary
rural-

secondarysecondary school planningplannlOg ,. vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage high schools are only part of0101-

the
of-

thethe answer to the problem of0101-

rural
of-

ruralrural secondarysecondaryeducationeducation .

The answer is to offer difdif-difdif-

ferent
dif-

ferent
¬--

ferent kinds of high school propro-pro-

grams
pro-

grains

¬-

gramsgrains fittedl tted to the needs of stustu-stu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

dents with different interestsIOterests ,

abilitiesablhtles and goals . Village stustu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

dents need not only choices butbut-

also
but-

alsoalso the experience necessarynecessary-
toto make goodgoodchoiceschoices .

Village high schools must propro-pro-

vide
pro-

vide
¬-

vide broadening educational exex-exex-

periences
ex-

periences
¬-

periences that will equip stustu-stustu-

dents
¬-.

dents to make informedinformcd choiceschoices-

Continued

choices-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
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.boutboutabout. the kmdkinds 01of luturefutures thetheythey-

desire
}

desirede'lredelre'desireInde'lreIn
In shoitShutt.holhol. ttllIk, while\\llIkllIk\\ villagevilllge, highIlIghIlIgh-

chool
high-

schoolsschools,chool could solveulve some'omeomesonic' im-imim-

Alaska

nnim-

portant
-.

portdnlportant educatlullaeducational ! pr\blemprblemproblems, \ 111in11-

1Ald

in-

AlaskaAlaskaAld ka , theythe } could also.tIotIo. , creatededlecreate-

somesomeome newne\\nenednd\\ anddnd equallyequ.tllyequtllyequallyserious. seiumsellothseriousserious-

problems

,elloth-
problemproblemsproblemproblemsIproblemsmist

IIIfirstmistt , herethere( isI'tIt' a, It dangerudnger ,. andJndaridJnd-

tlll

arid-

tiltsthistiltstlll dangerdJlIgcr hasha mateiiah/edmateiiahedmatelldh/cdmatelldhcdntateirahiedntateirahiednn/ in111nnn-

nsomesomeol1le placespldce , that aJ villagevilldge highIlighIligh-

school
high-

schoolschool progiamprogldmprogram will\\ III he nothingnotlllngnotlllng-
more

nothing-
moremore than supeivisedsupervisedsupervl ed corresponcorrespon-correcorrespon-
dence

pon ¬.-

dence study or an.InIn. inferiorII1fenor curcur-cur-

riculum
cur-

riculum
¬-

riculumriculumlIhwith\\lIhlIhwitha\ lIhdad ladIdd label likelike-

elfdlrected
like-

selldirected
."- selfs- elf"- selfdirected"' \elf-dlrectedelfdlrectedsell-directedselldirected\ -directeddirected- learningIcdrmng .

"'

Secondecond , even the besthe"lhel" villagevill.lgevilllgevill.lge-

lugh
village-

high

.
highlughhighschoolschoolchool , sincelI1ce it maymIYnnav, havehave-

only
have-

onlyonly 8 to10 4040studentsstudentstudenb , willwdl notnot-

be
not-

bebe able to oflerafteroffer in111 thetine villagevdl.lvdll. e thethe-

range
the-

rangerange of coursescour es or careerLdreer pio-piopro-propio-
grams

pipro-

grams
0-00-

grdms

-

gramsgrdms availableaVdddble to studentstudent . in11111-

1Idrger
in-

largerlargerIdrger schoolsschoohschools-
Such

schooh-
Such

schools-
SuchSuch a villagevilidge highlughhighschoolschooldlOolschool-

might
dlOol-

mightmight not adequatelyadequdte1y prepareprepdreprepdre-
students

prepare-
studentsstudents for college or manym.II1YmII1Ynn.rnynnrnym.II1-
Ytypes

nn.rny-

types
.

types ofofcdleeofcareerscareerscareers-

The
cdleecareers-

The
r

The goalgOdl of a highlughhighschoolschoold1001school-

program
d1001-

programprogram inIII eachcactieachvllIlgevillagevllIlge, anddnd thethe-

goal
the-

goalgoal of a.11. high11Igl1login schoolSdlool educationeducation-
that

education-
thatthat adequately prepares stustu-stustu-

Jents
stu-

dents
¬-

dentsJents for college andandCdreersandcareerscareersCdreersCdreers-
need

careers-

needneedneednotnot be incompatibleIllcompdtlbleincompatible-
Achieving

Illcompdtlble-
Acluevmg

incompatible-
AchievingAchievingAcluevmg both goals , howhow-how-

ever
how-

ever
¬-

ever , wouldwouldrequHewouldrequirerequirerequHe two educaeduca-educat-

IOnal
educa-

tional
¬-

tional policies whichwhichareare notnot-

bemg
not-

beingbeingbemg actively sought at the prepre-prepre-

sent
¬.-

sent timelime . The first policypolicy-

vould
policy-

vouldvould allow village studentsstudenb toto-

choose
to-

choosechoose the type of highhighschoolschoolschool-

that
school-

thatthat meets theirtheH individualIndIVIdua-

lneeds
individual-

needsneeds smallsmdll villagevdldge school ,

middle si/esieSl7esize/ town school , or largelarge-

urban
large-

urbanurban school..

The second policypollcypollcywouldpolicywouldwouldwouldnotnotnot-

limitlimit1111111 a villagevdldge highhighschoolschoolchool proprupro-propro-

vide
¬.-

vide the broadeningbroadenmg experiencesexpenenceexperiences-
studentsstudentstudents need to make goodgood-

choues
good-

choiceschoiceschoues: about their educationaleducatIOnal-
oror vocational futuresfutures-

Rural
futures-

Rural
futures-

RuralRural students needneedaa choicechoice-

oror high schools becausebecau they ,

like students everywhere , havehave-

itfferentAfferentfferentitfferent' , aptitudes and desiresdesires-

Some
desires-

SomeSome villagev1l1age students , for exex-exex-

ample

¬.-

ample , have no desire to leaveledveledve-

home
leave-

homehome and have academic probprob-prob-

lems

¬.-

lems that would make it veryvery-

difficult
very-

difficultdifficult for them to10 succeeducceeducceedmsucceedinucceed-

an
inmin-

anan urban schoolschool-

To
school-

To
school-

ToTo place such studentstudenl inmm-

high
in-

highhighhighschoolsschools awayaWdY from homehomeI-

S

[ ionicionic-

isis notnol only an educationaleducattondl abab-abab-

surdity

¬.-

surdity , itII maymaywellwell be a psychopsycho-ppsycho-
logical

ycho ¬'-
logical catastrophecatastrophe-

TheThe irony is that these stustu-stustu-

dents
tu-tutu-

dents
¬-

dents willwillreceivereceive no better eduedu-edu-

cation

¬.-

cation inm an urban school thanthdnthdn-

they
than-

theythey could have receivedreceivedatatat-

homc
at-

homehomehomc . In thethc urban school ,

these students arearc placed inm anan-

elementary
an-

elementaryelementary readingreadmg program supsup-sup-

plemented
sup-

plemented
¬-

plemented by art , physical eduedu-edu-

cation
edu-

cation
¬-

cation , and typingtypmg classesclasses-

The
classes-

The
classes-

TheThe same kind of programprogram-
could

program-
couldcould have been provided atat-

much
at-

muchmuch less expense inm the vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage . YetY ct , these students maymay-

suffer
may-

suffersuffer emotional problems andand-

may
and-

maymay get intoinlo serious trouble as aa-

result
a-

resultresult of separation from theirtheir-

home
their-

homehome and family ,..,
There is , however , anotheranother-

group
another-

groupgroup of village studentsstudents-whostudentswhostudentswho-
are

'whowho'- who-

areare eager to experience new plapla-plapla-

ces
pla-

ces

¬-

ces and possibilitiespOSSlbilllJes ;: theytheyWIlltheywiltwillwiltWIl-

lnot

wilt-

notnot remainremam at home even whenwhen-

they
when-

theythey have the chance , and theirtheir-

achievement
their-

achievementachievement levels are as high as

tlllethose) , 01of IIlb.11IIIlb11Iurban. llIdellhstudent, llIdell-
hldl

.
SuchSucli\ldlldl\ students, t uden h oltenoften01 ten blossomblool11blossom-

in

,"
in111 urbanIIrbJnIIrbJnLhooschools\LhooLhoo\ ," Once theIthe-

newness
hehe-

nenewnessne\\nenene\ ne\nene01. \ ol01of the experienceexpenuencee\pep\ fll'nLefllnLe' hash.l\h.lh.l-

orn

has-

worn
. \

worn\\ornorn\\ oiloff ,. theytl1e laket.1.et1.et1etake. !. advantage,ldvmll, , e olotofot-

the
of-

thethe availableJVlIl.lhkJVlIllhkJVlIl.lhkLI, . coursesLILIIll\IllIllIlle\ \ee\ . anddnd activi-activiactivi-

petent

activi-

ties
,Il'lIll' IV 1-11-

lie

-

lieties, .lI1dlI1dand. treqllelltl\treqllelltlfrequentlstreqllelltlhecome\ hecomeheconne LlHUctin-ctinctin-
petent

'-

petent ,. confidentLlH1IIJl'ntLlH1IIJlntconlident' youngYOllng adultsIUlllhrdults,IUlllh-

III

rdults-

InInIII shorthort , any,111\,111111,111nWllollthlL, \ monolithicnWllollthlLnionohthic secsec-secsec-

ondary

,ec-ecec-

ond.H

¬-

ondaryond.HondH. ) schoolchool, programrro rdm lortorfor mralIlIrlIruralIlIrlI-

AIJ.ka
rural-

Alaska
,

AlaskaAIJ.kaAIJka. whether it callsLIIl\LIIlLIIltor, \ fortor a, II-

Ingh

i-

highhighInghhighschoolschool.choolchoolschoolin. inIII everyever villageIIIJge\ oror-

lor
or-

forlorfor everyeverystudentstudenttudenl in10to attenddltendattend-
schoolschoolchool awaydWdY Iromtrumfrom home willw\ illIl-

lladI1.1111111lad.ail to fill1'11111111-i111i11'- the needsneed, ol01of certaincert.1I1Icert1I1Icert.1I1-

Igroup

certain-
groups

.

groupsgroup" ol01ofofstudentsstudentstudenhstudents-
Rural

students-
Rural

tudenh-
RuriIRuralRuriIRuralstudents: students.tudl'nt\.tudlnt.tudl'nttudlnt. .tudl'ntholllJ' \ shouldholllJ, hebe ableIhkable-

throughout
,Ihk-

throughoutthroughout theirIhelr highhighhoolhighschoolschool-hoolhoolschool-

years

,- hool-

vedrsvearsvedrsyears to choosechoo e theIhe villagevdllge, highIlighhigh-

schoolschooldHJoldHJolorschooloror ad schoolschooldWIYschoolawryawaydWIYawry, IromfromIfrom-

home
romromh-

Ol11ehomehOl11e thatthdt is rnoiemOlemore appmpnateapplOpfldteappropriateapplOpfldte-
to

appropriate-
toto their curmulumcurriculum: neeJneedsneeds-

Such

,
SuchSuchdSuchaad policypolicyouldpolicywouldwould\\ouldould\ requirereqllifereqllife-

only
require-

onlyonly thatthdt presentpre.entpreent. possibilitiespo'tIhdltle\po'tIhdltlepotIhdltlepo'tIhdltler-
emdln

possibilities-
Milan

,' \
remainremdlnMilan ) open asd\ddvll1dge\ villagevll1dge highIlIghIlIg-
h'l

high-

schoolsschools'll' hools aredre builtOU d t YeYetI ,. educaeducl-educleduca-educl-
tlundl

educa-

tional
, ¬-

tionaltlundl agenciesdgellue. aredre consideringLlJll'tlderlllgLlJlltlderlllgLlJll'tlderlll-
gcuttlllg

considering-
cutting 'cuttingcuttlllgcuttingoffoil011off ruralrurll, students.tudenhtudenh. ' opop-op-opt-

ions
¬.

tionstlons to go elsewhereehehereehe\\ehe\ here when\ hell highIlighhigh-

schoolsschoolschoobchoobJreareJre placedpldceJplacedinin111 villagesvlllJgevillages-

Not
villages-

NotNotNol only do villagevilidge studentstudellhstudents-
need

tudellh-
needneed choiceschoice. but alsoa"oao" theythe )! needneeuneeu-

the
need-

thethe broadhrodd educationaleducallOlldl experiexpen-expenexperi-expen-
ences

experi-
ences

¬-

ences necessaryneces dry to makemdl.emdle. in111in-inin-

formed

¬'-

formedforme choices . The17 he secondL'Cl\ndL'ClLClndsecond-

policy
L'Clnd-

policy
'\policy needneedinin111 ruralrurruralsecondarydl secondaryeLlJnddrysecondary-

education
eLlJnddry-

educationeducation is to provide villagevdldgevdldge-

lugh
village-

highhighlugh school programsprogrdnh whichwluch arearcarc-

not
are-

notnot limitedIII11Ited to theIhe villagevilidge butbut-

expJf1d
but-

expandexpandexpJf1dexpandstudentsstudentstudenh ' ideasIdea . aboutdholltdhollt-

Ihelr
about-

theirtheirIhelr own possibilitiespO'oIl1llltle\pO'oIl1llltlepOoIl1llltlepO'oIl1llltle.Ind'' \ and.IndInd. thetilethe-

futllre

tile-

futuresfutllrefutures open to themthem-

There
them-

ThereThere are manynunmanytai} wavstai\ ,1\,11,110, \, s' to10 dodo-

Ilu

do-

thisthisIlu while\\ IlIle studentsIudents, areMe basedhcdhosed. , inIIIII-

Ithe

in-

thethe villagevdld e VillageVilidge schools"LhOlII\"LhOlIILhOlII"LhOlIILould" \ couldLouldLould-

Illclude
could-

includeincludeIllclude , torlorfor examplee\.lIl1plee.lIl1plee.lIl1plelIl1plee'ampleeamplee.lIl1pletuh\' . ,. stiiilv\tuhtuhstudytuhlJII.1\ , onlJII.1lJII1lJII.-

1unlver

( ) it aa-

University
.

universityunlver lty campusLdl11lJ1J' ,. foreign! orL'lgllorLlgll' traveltr.veltrvel. .
,

or work internshipIIItermlup programsprogrumprograms-
To

progrum-
To

programs-
To

,

To provide suchuLh experiencesexperlenLe\experlenLeexperlenLe1-

11

experiences-
m

\
in111m ad village schoold1001 requiresreqlllre. nono-

more
no-

moremore money thanIhan is beingbelllg spentperllspent-

now
perll-

nownow MuchMuchofof the moneymone } prepre-pre-

sently

¬.-

sentlyently spentspen t on rural secondarysecondary-

schools
eCOnddr )

schools inm AlaskaAld\\:1Ald:11\\. : isI'tIt' not spentpent onon-

educationeducation'ducatlonducatlon,' but rather on the livIIv-IIvhv-hvIIv-

109

hv-

Ing

¬-

ing109 expensesexpen.esexpenes. for studentstudenh awaydWdYdWdY-

f

dWdY-

rom
away-

fromfromf rom homehome-

ItIt costsco ts about $4,0004000S4OOO$ , perper-
t

per-

studentstudent\tt\ udent yearlyyeMly , lorfur exampleeXdmple ,. to1010-

to
to-

toto operateoperdte ad ruralturdl dormitorydornittrrydornutlHdornittrry-
and

}

anddud aboutdhout another.mothermother. $2,0002000S2OOn$ _ , torfurtor-

Ihe
fur-

thetheIhe academicdCddemlc programprogram-
II

program-
ItIIIt the $6,0006000$>; 6,0006000, per studenttudentstudent-

were
tudent-

erewere\\ereere\ usedu'tCdutCdusedinstead' insteadJIl tead for ad villagevill.gevillgevill.geI-

II
village-

high
.

highIII h schoolchool programprogrdll1 , the propro-prtrpro-

gr

¬-,

gramgraingr dll1 couldLlJuld easilyea "yy" includeJIlclude forlorfor-for-

eign

¬.-

eignelgn travel andandotherother highlugh qualiquahquali-quali-

ty

¬.-

ty educationaleducdllon.1educdllon1. experiencesexpenence\expenenceexperiences-
In

expenence-
In

\
In sumStirn , NativeNalJve people need toIIIII-

Idemand
to-

demanddemanddemandnotnot only a highlughhighs schoolchllolschool-

in

chllolI-

J1inIJ1 every villagevdldge buthut alsoaboalsosecondsecondeClllldsecond-second-

ary

¬.-

ary school policies that give rurrur-rur-

al

¬.-

al students the opportunityopportuluty toto-

choose
to-

choosechoose the program thatthJt, bestbetbet-
meets

best-

sleets

,
meetssleets their needs and the exex-exex-

periences

¬.-

periencespenences necessaryneces ary to10 makemd\.emd.emd.eemd.e-
these

make-

these
\.

these choiceschoices-
Without

chOices-

Without
choices-

WithoutWithout suchuch policies , villagev.JIlgevJIlgev.JIlge-

lugh
village-

high

. ,

highlugh schools could prove to hehe-

the

he-

thethe educational "breakthroughbreakthrough" "

that sets back Native educationeducation-
for

education-
forfor years to come . .

WithWithsuchsuch policiespolrCl-CspolrClCs- ,. villagevillage-

lugh
village-

highhighlugh schools could powerfullypowerfully-
increase

powerfully-
increaseincrease thetineth (' number of NativeNative-

students
Native-

studentsstudents who arearc both successsuccess-success-

ful
success-

ful

¬-

ful andandatat caseease in the lifelife-life-

styles
life-

styles
¬-

styles that they themselvesthemselves-
ch

themselves-
choosechoosech oose


