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Court Reinstates 3 Pawnee Students
The UnitedUOited States Court ofof-

Appeals
of-

AppealsAppeals for the Tenth CircuitCIrcuit-

ordered
Circuit-

orderedordered the Pawnee CountyC oun ty ,

Oklahoma SxhoolxtoolSx1ool:, Board to rere-rere-

Instate
re-

instate

¬-

instate three Indian StudentsStudents-
who

Students-
whowho had been dismissed fromfrom-

school
from-

schoolschool for wearingweanng their hairhm: inIn-

traditional
in-

traditionaltraditional fashion .

TheTile order willwillremainremain inIn-

effect
in-

effecteffect until the court reachesreaches-

aa finalfmal decisiondecl lon on the students '

appeal.. A federal judge inIn-

Oklahoma
in-

OklahomaOklahoma had previously upup-upup-

held
up-

held
¬-

held the schoolchool board'sboards' dismissaldlSlTIldismissal-

of
SJISJ-

Iof

,

of the students .

In111 their appeal ,, the threethree-

studentsstudentstudents assertJssert thatthJt tliethethey>} havehJvehJve-

the
have-

thethe right totu wearwe.uweu. theirthen hairhalf in11111-

1hrald

in-

braidsbraidshrald becausehecau e of the longIDng-IDnglong-IDn-
gstJndlllg

long-

standing
¬-

standingstJndlllg culturalculturJI and religiousreligIOus-

custDms
religious-

customscustomscustDms ofot the PawneePaneePa\\Pa\ nee IndiansIndians-
Late

Indians-
LJte

Indians-
LateLateLJte lastIJst spring Judge LutherLuther-

BohanJII
Luther-

BohananBohananBohanJII of the U.SUS. . DistrictDistrict-

Court
District-

CourtCourt issued a preliminaryprelulllnary in10-10in-in1-

0JJnctlOn

in-

junction
¬-

junctionJ\JnctlOnJJnctlOn\ preventingpreventlllg suspensionsuspenslOlIsuspenslOlI-
of

suspension-
ofof the three Pawnee boys fromfrom-

school
from-

schoolschool..

At thatthJt timetunc , the court heldheld-

that
held-

thatthat the boys ' right to wearwear-

their
wear-

theirtheir hairhalf long was protected byby-

the
by-

thethe UnitedUOited States ConstitutionComtltutlOnConstitution-

OnOn June 5 , 19721972atat thethe-

lIme
the-

timetimelIme of the hearmgheannghearing, on a requestrequest-
for

request-
forfor permanentpennanent injunctionmJunctlon , thethe-

Pawnee
the-

PawneePawnee Board of Education hadhad-

III

had-

ininIII effect a dress code whichwhich-

permitted
which-

permittedpermitted Pawnee Indian'ndianndian' stustu-stustu-

dents
¬.-

dents to wearwear'JJ1givng\'JJ1g'JJ1gJJ1gring\' braided hair..

The custom of wearingweanng long ,

braided hair by males of thethe-

Pawnee
the-

PawneePawnee tribe is very closely tiedlIedlIed-

to
tied-

toto the customs and beliefs ofof-

the
of-

thethe tribe andandslllceandsincesinceslllce the dressdress-

code
dress-

codecode of the Board of EducationEducatIon-
permitted

Education-
permittedpermitted the male students toto-

wear
to-

wearwear their long hairhan braided ,

the U.SUS. . District Court consider-considerconsider-
their

consider-
their

-.

their dismissal as presentingpresentmg nono-

constItutIOnal
no-

constitutionalconstitutional question in111 asas-

much

as-

muchmuch as their hair was long , butbut-

not
but-

notnot long enoughenou h to be braided

FollowingFollowlIIg the court'scourts' orderorder-

of
order-

ofof dismissal on June 5 ,. 1972 ,

the Pawnee BoardBoardofof bducationEducationLducatEducation-
revoked

: IonIon-

revokedrevoked its dress code for PawPaw-Paw-

nee

¬.-

nee Indian male students andand-

amended
and-

amendedamended the rule to requirereqUIre-
aJl

require-
allallaJl students to conform to thethe-

regulatIOn

the-

regulationregulation hair length ,. thus rere-rere-

qUlflng

re-

quiring

¬-

quiringqUlflng them to cut their hairIlJlrIlJlr-

whether
hair-

whetherwhether they are.ueue. wearing braidsbraids-

oror not.,.

The court then reconsideredreconsldereconsidered-
and

redred-

andand vacatedvacatedItvacateditsitsIt <; order torfor dis-disdlsdis-

miss.il

dis-

misadl

-.

miss.ilmissilmisadlnllSmisadland,11., and"ndnd"ndqrderedandordered" orderedqrdered the caseCdse totot-

r,1I1

to-

trailtrailtr,1I1tr1I1, on August 7 ,. I'J72IJ721972' .

FollowingFollowll1g a trialtrldl inIII AugustAugust-

the
August-

thethe U S DistrictDI tflt(: CourtCuurt upheldupheld-
the

upheld-
thethe School BoardRo.uuRouuRo.uuandBoardand. and the casecase-

a

case-

waswas\\aa\ appealed to the TenthlellthlellthC-

HCUlt
tenth-

CircuitCircuitCHCUlt The ruling issued was

on behalf of the plaintiffs NorNor-Nor-

man
¬.-

man New Rider , Lloyd Cum-CumCum-

mmgs
Cum-

mings

-.

mmgsm1l1gsmings ,. and Kenneth Smith .

They have been representedrepresented-
Inin thistlus suit by Yvonne KnightKnight-

and
Knight-

andand Charles WilkinsonWllk1l1son of thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative American Rights FundFundinin11111-

1Boulder
in-

BoulderBoulder , Colorado .


