
Don Wright Says AFN Board Action Petty by Nature :

By MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-

Courtesy
BAUMAN-

Courtesy
BAUMAN-

Courtesy(Courtesy of Anchorage DailyDaily-

News
Daily-

News
Daily-

NewsNews )
Ousted president DonaldDonald-

Wright
Donald-

WrightWright of the Alaska FederationFederation-
ofof Natives Inc . , saidsaid-MondaysaidMondaysaidMonday-
that

'- MondayMonday-

thatthat the decision of the AFNAFN-

board
AFN-

boardboard was "pettypetty" by nature andand-

saddening
and-

saddeningsaddening in10 result .

"WhateverWhatever" the board maymay-

thmk
may-

thinkthinkthmk it has done , I am thethe-

presIdent
the-

presidentpresident of AFN , elected byby-

the
by-

thethe people at a legal convenconven-conven-

tion
¬.-

tiontlOn ,
" WrightWnght said . "II" 1 willwil-

lcontinue
wil-

lcontinuecontinue to serve the peoplepeople-

until
people-

untiluntil they elect someone to taketa"etaeta"e-

my
take-

my
"

my place .
"

State Sen . Willie IlensleyHensley ,.

D-KotzebueDKotzebueD.KotzebueDKotzebue-. , electedelectedininm a weekweek-week-

end
week-

end
¬-

end meetingmeetmg of the board ofof-

directors
of-

directorsdirectors of AFN Inc . to succeedsucceed-

Wnght
succeed-

WrightWrightWnght as president , was prepre-pre-
paring

pre-
paring

¬-

paring to assume his new postpost-
Immediately

post-
immediatelyimmediately Monday .

In a lengthy sessionseS lon , thethe-

board
the-

boardboardboardscheduledscheduled the seventhseventhananan-anan-

nual
an-

nual
¬-

nual convention of the AFN Inc .

for Oct . 26-282628- at Anchorage .

Each of the 12 regions was didldi-didi-

rected
¬'-

rected to select a number ofof-

delegates
of-

delegatesdelegates andandalandalternatesalternatesal ternates , withwith-

each
with-

eacheacheachregIOnregion to be allowedallowedoneoneone-
vote

one-
votevote for each 250 Alaska NativesNatives-

inin10 the region .

Executive director Harry CarCar-Car-

ter
¬.-

ter , whose post was abolishedabolished-
by

abolished-
byby the adoption of new byby-byby-

laws
¬.-

laws , was unanimouslyumnimouslyun: 1imously! electedelected-
toto the executiveexecu tive vice presidencypresidency-
created

presidency-
createdcreated by the new by-lawsbylaws- ,
with similar responsibilities .

Wright sat inm at the boardboard-

meeting
board-

meetingmeeting for part of the morningmorOingmorOing-
session

morning-
sessionsession , but made no comments .

He told KTVA-TVKTVATVKTVKTVATVnewsmanA-TVATVATVnewsman- newsman MelMeMe-

lCarter
!

Carter later that he hadhadnotnotnot-
been

not-
beenbeen recognized by the board ,
which delegated him to thethe-

position
the-

positionposition of president emeritusementusemeritus-
after

""

after his ouster .

"IfIf" they ask me for a directdirect-
report

direct-
reportreport , 1I will give them a directdHectdHect-

report
direct-

reportreport ," he said . "II" feel that II-

am
I-

amam the president of AFN andand-

when
and-

whenwhen I do give them a report ,
I'llIll'' give it to them from thethe-

chair
the-

chairchair.."
"WhatWhat" thetpetjie boardboardISis doingdOlfigdOlfig-

now
doing-

nownow is regrettable to me forfor-

two
for-

twotwo reasons ," he said . "FirstFirst" ,
facts are beingbemg grosslygros ly mismis-mis-

represented
mis-

represented
¬-

HealthrightProgramIlealthrightProgramrepresented . The HealthrightIlealthright
Program was alleged to havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen overspent , but it was notnot-

overspent
not-

overspentoverspent ..

"WeWe" have documents fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe fundingfundmg source whichwl1lchwl1lchauwhichauauau-auau-

thorizes
au-

thorizes
¬-

thorizes all expenditures . SecSec-Sec-

ond
Sec-

ond
¬-

ond , the board is sensationalizingsensationalIzmgsensationalIzmg-
administrative

sensationalizing-
administrativeadministrative details out ofof-
allall311 proportion .

"ThisThis" is strangely ironicIroOiC sincesmcesmce-
my

since-
mymy own role as defineddet ned by thethe-

board
the-

boardboardboardseveralseveral months ago is thatthat-

of
that-

ofofofaa political advocate for thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative cause . The board asas-asas-

signed
¬.-

signed administrativeadmimstrative and fiscalfiscal-

details
fiscal-

detailsdetails to others . . . in whom II-

have

I-

havehave the greatest confidence . II-

will

I-

willwill not take time now inin-

pointmg
in-

pointingpointingpointmg out the shallow legal

waters in which I thinkthmk the AFNAFN-

board
AFAF-

board
N

board is sailing , but rather III-

would
I-

wouldwould hope to cast some ray of0101-

light
of-

lightlight in this public forum thatthat-

the
that-

thethe board has been blinded inin-

their
ii-

theirtheir own boardroom ,
" WrightWnghtWnght-

told
Wright-

toldtold KTVA-TVKTVATVKTVA.TVKTVATV-. .
I'I-

TheThe board , however , waswas-

moving
was-

moving
s

moving full speed ahead on thethe-

advice
the-

advice
e

advice of legal counsel presentpresent-
SlOce

presenpresen-

since
t

sinceSlOce its meetings began Friday .

Wright , who called the boardboard-

meeting
boarboar-

meeting

d

meeting to be held '
at the Wild-WildWild-

wood
Wild-

wood
-.

wood School near'KenainearKenainear ' Kenai , maymay-

challenge
may-

challengechallenge the legality of theirthmthm-
actions

their-

actionsactions .
\

"II" 1 am lookinglookmg intomto it , studystudy-study-

109

study-

rng
¬-

ing109rng, it and IIintendintendmtend to make aa-

full
a-

fullfull report Tuesday afternoon ,"
he said . WrightWnght is also expectedexpected-
toto contest the convention datesdates-

set
dates-

setset by the board , sincesmce he hadhad-

called
had-

calledcalled for the convention to bebe-

held
be-

heldheld Dec . 15-181518- .

The board voted to have AFNAFN-

Inc
AFN-

IncInc . assume all debts and lialia-lialia-

bIlIties
lia-

bilities
¬-

bilities of the oldoldunincorporatunincorporatunincorporat-unincorporat-
ed

¬-

ed AFN , which was organizedorganIzed-
back

organized-
backbackpushforin the 1960's1960s' to push
for settlementsettfement of the NativeNative-

land
Native-

landland claims .

"AFNAFN" Inc . was incorporatedIOcorporatedIOcorporated-
m

incorporated-
ininm 1969 by three members of thethe-

old
the-

oldold association , at the directiondirection-
ofof the non-profitnonprofit- association ,"
recalled HensleyIlensley .

"TheThe" concern at that timetime-

was
time-

waswas that the unincorporatedunincorporated-
association

unincorporated-
associationassociation was getting into propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

¬-

grams involvingIOvolvmg several hundredshundreds-
ofof dollars andandItit was the desiredesire-

of
desire-

ofof the old association that wewe-

incorporate
we-

incorporateincorporate so that individualsmdlvldualsmdlvlduals-
compnsing

individuals-
comprisingcomprisingcompnsing the membership ofof-

the
of-

thethe old association would notnot-
be

not-
bebe personallyperson31ly liable for the inm-min-inm-

debtedness
in-

debtedness
¬-

debtedness of the oldoldassoassoasso-asso-

ciation
¬.-

ciationclatlon ," Hensley said .

"AsAs" a matter of fact , DonDon-

Wflght
Don-

WrightWrightWflght was a strong supportersupporter-
ofof the 1212regionr'egionregion' concept ,

" hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid .

Chairman of the boardhoard JohnJohn-

Borbridge
John-

BorbridgeBorbridge Jr . , president of SEA-SEASEA-

LASKA
SEA-

LASKA
-.

LASKA Corp . , said that thethe-

board
the-

boardboard was not taking the popo-popo-
sition

po-
sition

¬-

sition that its meetingsmeetmgs this weekweek-
would

week-
wouldwould involve adversary propro-pro-
ceedings

¬.-

ceedingsceedmgs .

"I'mIm"'' not taking any positionposition-
Inin respect to positions DonDon-
Wrigh

Don-
WrightWrightWright has taken until I'mIm'' adail-ailad-adail-

vised
ad-

vised
¬-

vised by Wright himself ," saidsaid-

Borbfldge
said-

BorbridgeBorbridgeBorbfldge .

"ActuallyActually"
, he can be greatgreat-

assIstance
great-

assistanceassistance to us atal this timetunc ofof-

t13nsltlOO

of-

transitiontransitiont13nsltlOO . There shouldn'tshouldnt' bebe-

any
be-

anyanyInterpretationbecausederogatory interpretation
because we feel we needneedaneed-
dIfferent

need-
different

a
different , quality-typequalitytype- leader forfor-
this

for-
thisthis phase of the landlandclaimsclaims ,"
he said .

'Carter , who gave a lengthylengthy-
administr

lengthy-
administrativeadministrativeadministr tlve report to thethe-
board

the-
boardboard , stated that funds fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe Office of Economic OpOp-Op-
portunity

Op-
portunity

¬-

portunity "havehave" not been mismis-mis-
spent

¬.-
spent.. They have been loanedloaned-
under

loaned-
underunder appropriate guidelines . 1II-

don't
I-

don'tdon'tdont' think there will be anyany-
problem

any-
problemproblem obtaining funds to meet

the obligationsobligal1ons here ," he said .

Reports from auditors to an
informalmfonnal session of the AFNAFN-

board
AFN-

boardboard Friday protrayedprotrayedaa bleak
picture of AFN finances , withwith-

deficits
with-

deficitsdeficits runningrunmng to thousandsthousands-
ofof dollarsdolldfs per month . AlsoAlso-

cited
Also-

citedcitedcitedwerewere problemsproblcms with exex-exex-

penditures
¬.-

penditurespendltures inm the HealthrightHealthrighllealtlrrightllealtlrright-
Program

tt-

ProgramProgram .

"TheThe"The board of directorsdllectors hasha
"'

directed the auditorsJudltors to executeexecute-
aa complete auditau it of AF'NAFNArNAI'NAIN' Inc .

Health AffairsAffJlrs andarid untilun III suchsuch-

tll1e
such-

timetimetll\1etll1e\ as the audit is completedcompleted-
such

completed-
suchsuchsuchaa statementstJtement ol01of overex-overexoverex-

penditures
overex-

penditures
-.

penditurespendltures ofor ATNArNAI-NAIN-
Inc . relatedrelJtedrelJted-

to
related-

toto programsprogral11 isI prematureprenuture andJndJnd-

dJIIlagll1g

and-

damagingdamagingdJIIlagll1g to the credibility ol01of01-

the
of-

thethe AT-NATNAf.NAfN-. IncIrl(' andandItsits delegatedelegJledelegJle-
agencle

delegate-

agenciesagenciesagencle withinwlthlI1 thethetJtestate\tJtetJte\ ol01of0-

1AlasJ
of-

AlaskaAlaskaAlas-JAlasJ"- ,.
,"' IlensleylIensley saidSJld .

The officeortccort cc of HealthlIealthIlealth AllansAffairsAAffairs-

tinder
I t Jlr\JlrJlr-

under
\

undertinder the Ol'OOlOoroOI'OOIO' lushJ\hJhashJJddrcs\ addressedJddrcsaddressed-
this

t'dtdt'd-

tins
'

thistins issueIs ue "andand"JndJnd" possibilitiespOpOlblh\lblhlblh\ lIe olofof-

ovcrexpendltures
of-

overexpendiluresoverexpcndituresovcrexpendlturesoverexpendilures in programsprogrJms ol01of0-

1lIealthnght
of-

IlealthrightHealthrightlIealthnghtIlealthright will not behe deterdeter-deter-
mmed

deter-
mined

¬-

minedmmed until the audit isI comCOl11-COl11com-COl1-

1pleted

com-

pleted

¬-

pleted by the auditorsJudllor andandrerere-rere-

viewed
¬.-

viewedIewed byoy 010/OHA010OHAOIOIOIIA010/011A011A010011Ain/ in111 WashWa\h-WahWash-Wah-
mgton

Wash-

ington
\ ¬-

ingtonmgton ,
" liehe said


