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ater, more ths m‘ illaige s gathered in
a newly finlthed ¢ hall for ﬂnmcmdnl"lhm
hearings Ilfﬂt& 5. Fish and Wildlife Service,
e in uilmd hnln;wﬂhlnﬂumﬁm:

This North Sl lﬁﬂ. 207, is on Barter
lnll:ﬂliﬂﬂﬂd#ul' Seu. The village, the
maost eastem I the North Barough, is about 400
:mhmrdlnﬂ'ﬁmmm miles east of Barrow,

Just south of here, in an area sbout 104 miles long and

frain 16 to 3 miles wide, are | .55 million acres
of In 'which the Fish and Wildlife Service says there
might be vast nccumiilations of oil.

{Caniinund on Page Six)
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in Kakiovik was Herman Rexford, who delivered

The Kakiovik hearing was the second
WW&WH Other hearings were in Anchorage

wolunteer Dave Elias and phamgrnpﬁrr
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Villagers raise concerns about wildlife

(Continued from Page Ona)

According to a report released by
the agency in November, there (s a 3

reent chance thal as much as 9.2

ilion barrels of recoverable oll coukd
be found in what has become known
as the ** 1002 area,”’ named afler sec-
tion 1002 of the Alaska National In-
terest Lands Conservation Act. The
nct defined the area 10 be studied and
ordered the report.

That amount of oil is about the same
as that contained in the giant Prudhoe
Bay oil lield, A § percent chance of
finding that much oil is congsidered
good by the oll industry,

Al the hearing here, local people
brought the whole family, and there
were many babies, T:slimun{ from
the group was transluted into Inupint
by Marie Adams from the North Slope
Horough. Tuape recorders,
photographers and television crews
recorded everything.

Loren Ahlers, Kaktovik mayor, led
offl with & statement from the City
Council favoring an alternative which
would allow partial leasing within the
refuge

He emphisized the concem o con-
tinue protection of the wildlife, par-
ticularly the habitat of the Porcapine
Canbou Herd.

Partial leasing would exclude leas-
ing the “core calving area’’ of the
caribou herd, he smd. His stuiement
ulso addressed ssues such as possible
impacis to the Bowhead whale, sub-
sistence hunting within the refuge and
the potentinl for the development of
social problems in Kaktovik accompa-
nying development,

Ahlers rejected the idean of
designating the 1002 area s
wilderness.

Of all the extensive varities of mame-
mals, birds and Fish found in and near
the 1002 aren, the greatest concern is
with the Porcupine Caribou Herd,
which mcludes abouat 180,000 animuls,

According to the 1002 report, this
herd uses the Cosstal Plain in the
spring 45 4 calving area. During the
summer months, the animals roam up
the const o escape hordes of insects.

But the herd moves through the fall
and winter into adjoining regions —
into Canadn and back into Alnska —
fumishing o pnmary subsistence
resource 10 villages such as Old Crow
in the Yukon Terrilory of Canada;
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Dezeny of people testified at the Fish and Wildlife Service hearing in Anchorage Jan, S,

pholo by Morrie Kissman

Chalkyitsik, Arctic Village, Ventie
and sometimes as far south as Fort
Yukon in Alaska.

According to the report, many more
caribou are tken by subsistence
hunters outside Kaktovik than those
taken by Kaktovik people. The 1002
report states that the size of the Por-
cupine Caribou Herd might be reduc-
ed as much as 20 w percent il
development oocurs.

Representatives from  the North
Slope Borough and the Arctic Slope
Regional Corp, spoke at the hearing
in ﬁwur of full leasing.

Edward Itw, representing the North
Slope Borough, said the opportunity
for Native corporations to reap the
benefits of oil production should not
be denied and that this could be done
while still maintaining the tditional
subsistence food sources.

Warren Matumeak, borough lund
manager, pointed oul that with proper
treatment, the herd size would not
diminish,

ASRC President Jacob Adams said
the use of resources was a dynamic
and chan inhpm{:ﬂi. It is best to
combine st elements of the cash
and subsistence lifestyles, he said,

Adams ulso noted that views of the

owners of the 92,000 acres of prodpec-
tive land on the Coastal Plain should
be corefully considered, amd he ndd-
ed that designation of the 1002 area
us wilderness would be objectionable

Dr. Robert Newell of Anchorage
testificd for Arco Alaska Inc., sayin
the environment did pot have 1o sul-
fer under development,

"“The experience of the past 20
years has shown that oil and gas ex-
ﬂurminn und development on the

orth Slope does not resull in
deteriotation of the environment,’" he
said,

Others ot the hearing  from Old
Crow, Arcitc Village, Venttie amd
Fort Yukon were less optimistic about
th:ﬂlsmim:tim of the caribou,

d Crow representafives express-
ed their concern about the herd.

They said it was completely unuc-
ceptable (0 have a decrease in the size
of the herd, and they raised concerns
about_the issue of possible loss of
habitat quality in the calving grounds,

Several speakers from  Arctic
Village, Veneti¢ and Fort Yukon ex-
pressed their doubts about preserva-
tion of subsistence resources,

Trimble Gilbert of Arctic Village
asked how long the oil money would

last, referring to the subsistence
lifestyle that has prevailed for
thousands of yeurs. Trimble said he
did not even hear of the 1002 repon
until the day before.

Charlie Peter of Kaktovik stress-
ed the need for cooperation,

The day before st a hearing in An-
chorage, oil inr.l-usl?' officials and
those in favor of development
dominated the day-long meeting at
the Egan Civic & Convention
Center,

At least 200 people anended, and
well more than halfl testified, :
The third hearing was held in

Washington, D.C., Priday,




