Who has sovereignty in Navarin Basin?

by Larry Gedney
Geophysical Institute
University of Alaska — Fairbanks

Oscar 1. Noel of Fairbanks recent-
Iy brought 1o my attention a matter
about which | am sure few ure aware,
It involves u border dispute between
the United States and the Soviet Union
thiit hus existed ever sinee the purchise
of Alaskn

First, it would be well 1 define u
couple of terms. A “great circle™ 15
the path around a sphere that would
be described by the cut of a knife slic-
ing through the center of the
The surface path would be the shores
route o any olther point along the cut,
but to follow i great circle route at sea,

ou'd huve 1o change your magnelic

acding constantly, unlgss you were
sailing directly toward one of the
poles.

Sailing with o constaint magpetic
heading, one would be following o
“rhumb line."” Rhumb lines imersect
each mendian of latitude at an equal
ungle. But since the lines of meridian
canverge toward the poles, the
resulting path is a curved line, On o
Mercator map projection, however, in
which all lines of mendian are
parallel, it is the thumb ling tht ap-
penrs stewight and the great eircle that
ippears curved,

The difference, particalarly at polar
lotitdes, s considerable. The Rus-
stans  claimy that  the  northeast -
southwest trending boundary between
the twer cotmtries inthe Bering Sea s
i rhumb hine, The Amerncans clabm i
is o great ciecle. The difference in area
mvirkved 15 more than 20,000 sgware
miles. Too guote e part from Mr.
Nuel™s letter

*This dispute has iovolved the LS,
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The two lines shown above indicare the dispute between the United States n-ﬂd_'

the Soviet Union.

Adapted from a drawing by Oscar J. Hoal

and the USSR, in ot least two in-
cidents lately. The first is the dispute
over sovereignty in the potentially oil-
rich Navarin Basin,

“The second wus an incident n-
volving a LLS. erab fisherman in
which his boat was chased out of the
area, leaving his crab pots, The poty
were siibsequently recovered with the
help of the U8, Coast Guand.

“The Treaty of Cession reveals thut
the most important part of the boun-
dary — as far as the dispute s con-
cerned — runs for glmost a thousynd
miles between (wo  points, The

southernmost point lies hH"wn]l' bet-
ween At Island and the American
side of Copper Island of the Com-
mander g on the Russiin side.
This point wuuld lie near 54 degrees

M. latilude wnd 170 ﬂej&s: B,

Inngnud:
“The northernmost “peint . Nes
halfway between St. Lawerence Iiliand
and Cape Chukolskiy on |
rnainland, w nppm.tlmﬂﬂ .
N..and 172 degrees W, Agcondh
the Treaty of Cession, the b
has 1o e hetween
withour & break, 5 TF

 Ridssian .
and fisheries resources, "’
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“| will hazard my best
‘calculated mﬁ}m
a%wNﬁh

Statute
across at its ' widest point.
rnmab.'ymg!.baﬂ ftaﬁ
easy to see why the USSR
fammt&cﬂmofaucha
Iarpsm

n oil, gas and fi uﬁu

m"
— Qsoar J. Noal

It my ca

**1 was informed by Mr. Don Lynch
ut the Liniversity of Alaska, Fairbanks,
mps made in
tion with the Treaty of Cession have
been found in either Russin or the U.5.

*'My calculations show a great cir-
cle distunce between the two points of

"O35x statute miles und o rhum® line

distance of 938x statute miles. 1 am
reasonibly confident of these fig igures,
but where I run into problems i§ in
mmuhtﬂmmdmbmu
the alternate boundaries.
‘I will hizard my best ‘caleulated
exstimate” as 21,200 square miles

n u section 40 stutule miles across ol

s widest point, If ‘my calculutions ire

reasonably close, it is ensy 1o see wh
the U.S.5.R. ts so protective of suc
a large aren potentially rich in il gas

I would like to express my apprecin-

 hom k) Mr, Noel for his research and

'%i%ﬁﬂ f.-ll.ll' ﬂunuun thisdittle-




