Alaska Children’s Services

Publication focuses

*The State Of The Aluskan Child, "
a databook on the condition of Alakan
children in 1986, his just been
mbiinluﬁl by the Child lnlli amily ﬁ-:l;
vocacy Project, a special progmm o
Alnska E‘h'lldmn‘n sorvices — the
stiute’s lurgest child and family service
agency.

The repon stresses that although on-
ly X) percent of Alaska's population
is children, these children represent all
of Aluska's future.

The spiral-bound document deals
with issues related to two major
themes — children and families and
children and youth ut risk.

Among the issues included are:
children in poverty, single-parent
fumilies, wurﬁg m“mﬁ!dhf‘ﬁ
pssistance  programs, children and
divorce, runaways, abused and
neglected children and adolescent
pregnancies.

report cites some 21 sources in
compiling its information. Some of the
fucts, trends amd statistics reported
include:

*An inerease in the number of
reported cased of sexunl abuse of
children from 613 to 1,192 between
fiscal years 1983 and 1985,

*That only 20 percent of the number
of children and families who are in-
come eligible will be served by
Headstan programs

*In 1980, more than 25 percent of
Alssknn familics headed by women
were 10 poverty. lnrural Abaskn, nvore
thian ope 10 hree familles headed by
women fell below the poverty level

Founded in 1988, the Child and
Family Advocacy Project is designed

on Alaskan youth

o

A new report focuver on Alaska'’s children, Ity cover fecatures a 1971 phote of four Nome children phote by Wal Hays

o bild o state-wide network of con-
cerned individuals, community
arganizations and congregutions o
speak out for the needs of dependent
children and their fumilies

The progect’s nctivities have el
cd publishing a regular newsletier,
conducting workshops throughow the
stite and carefully monitering legisla-
tion ot the stste level. The project is
rl.."hFH ll'lHI"lh'." TR | l._ZU!I'l!'I'H.II'IH}' ;1-11~.r|.~..'ur'_~.-
committee of eight members who
determine policy and moniter the pro
el work

Thelma Langdon, a well known
cuimmanity activist, servies as the pan
timie director for the project

Funding for the project hay come
cotirely fromn the private sector in-
¢cloding comtributions from in
dl'-'lu.iun][u. and gifts wnd grants friom the
Alaske Christian Conference and the
Linmed Way of Anchorage, as well us
regonal and mitional progrom umits of
the United Methodist Chureh
American  Baptist  Churches, The
American Lutheran Charch, Amenican
Lutheran Church Women ond  the

Christian "-'-'ulmu-.
{Disciples of Christ).

Langdon said the goal of the project
15 10 become an Monomus, ron- profit
organization by the end of 1987 with
o dues puying membership of in
dividuals and orgamizations willing )
speak on behalf of children

Copies of the databook are yvailable
From the Child and Family Advocacy
Project, 2363 Caprain Cook Drive,
Anchornge WIMIE. Those who order
them wre asked o nclode 10 o
paontiage and handling
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