Bering Straits REAA in cash crunch

Village students boycott

classes over cutbacks

From Qur Anchorage Bureau

Students in Shishmeref, White Mountain and Teller boycotted
classes last week and effectively closed schools protesting the termi-
nation of 25 school employees and the elimination of the hot lunch

program.

The sharp cutbacks were made by Superintendent

Hohman in an effort to reduce a
projected  June  deficit of
YO00,000 tor the Bering Straits
Regional Education Atendance
Vvrea (REAA).

According to Holunan state
funding to the REAA was in
sufficient at the beginning ol
the school year and they were
torced to start out with a
S900,000 deficit, Cuts made in
administrative and other areas
reduced the deficit to an esti
mated $599.000 and last weeks
move terminating teacher aides,
cooks, custodial personnel and
cancelling the hot lunch program
15 expected to drop the defici

Kon

by another 142,000,

Hohman traveled 1o Juncau
late  last week to with
ducation (' ommissioner
Marshall Lind and members ol
the State Legislature, The school
district 1s seeking a supplemental
appropriation to help balance
out the year

Following hearings held by
the House Health, Education
and Social Service Commitiee on
the financial status  of  the
REAA's Hohman appeared con-
lident of the outcome. “We
were very well received by the
Committee,” he smd, “I'm very
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optomistic that corrective action
will be taken.”

Commissioner Lind disagrees
with Hohman's  allegations of
inadequate state Finum:ing of the
school district. *] see no legit-
imate  grounds to support a4
request  for a  supplemental
appropriation  at  this, time,”
Lind said, “They need to take
another close look at their total
budget and report to the De-
partment what the real defici
is.



