Goes to Natives

On Friday, March 31, it was
announced in Washington, D.C.,
that Wildwood Air Force Base
will be transferred over to Alas-
kan Natives as part of the Native
Claims Settlement Act.

The announcement came af-
ter consultation between AFN
president Don Wright, Kenai City
Manager Ed Glotfelty, Interior
Department officials and  Air
Force and Kenai Borough of-
ficials.

The 4300 acre, $18 million
facility will be used as an
educational training complex by
the Alaska Federation of Natives
in conjunction with the state and
the Kenai Peninsula Borough.

Alaska senator Mike Gravel
confirmed the transfer and also
announced that the Economic
Development Administration
would provide a $100,000 tech-
nical assistance grant to the AFN
along with $25.000 of borough
funds to mitate the educational
programs.

“This will provide an example

ftor Alaska,”™ Sen. Gravel sad,

“We had the white community
and the Native conmunity work-
my together and all areas we
gomg to benetit trom it

With the An Foree departure
scheduled tor July 1, 1972,
Glotfelty hopes to have the facil-
iy aneuse ths tall in the Bowd
g Home program. 1o planned
that some Y00 students would be
able to Tive at the base. bemy
educated withm the Kena bon
augh school system o1 voca
tional programs conducted night
on the base

Other plans imlcude utlhizmg
housing for Native senior citizens
and other buildings to house
Native industiies and arts and
crafts shops.




