
CAP ASKS
'

ALASKA SEA MAMMAL HEARINGS
Native ArtsArtsandand CraftsCrafts-

Jeopardized
Crafts-

JeopardizedJeopardized by SeaSea-

Mammal

Sea-

MammalMammal Legislation
On March 9 , the U.SUSU .SS. . Houselouse1I0u( louse-

of
ee-

ofof Representatives passed thethe-

Marine
the-

MarineMarine Mammal Protection ActAct-

of
Act-

ofof 1971 by an overwhelmingoverwhelmmgoverwhelmmg-
vote

overwhelming-
votevote of 362 to 10 .

Congressman Nick BegichBeglchBeglchwasBegichwaswaswas-

"strongly
was-

"strongly"stronglystrongly" inm favor of what thethe-

bill
the-

billbill sougitsought| to do - offer comprecompre-compre-
hensive

¬.-

hensivehenslve protection totg threatenedthreatened-
ocean

threatened-
oceanocean mammals and provide aa-

system

a-

systemsystem for thorough study andamiami-

future
and-

futurefuture planning for this invalumvalu-mvaluinvalu-mvalu-

able
invalu-

able

¬-

able resource .
"

However , BegichBeglchBeglchvotedBegichvotedvoted a-aa-

gainst
a-

gainst

a-

gainst

-

gainst the bill because the methmeth-meth-

ods
¬.-

ods of protection were "tootoo""too-
generalized

"too-
generalizedgeneralized to avoid substantialsubstantial-
hardships

substantial-
hardshipshardships for many Alaskans .

"
Those hardships would be feltfelt-

by
felt-

byby Native AlaskansAlaskans'Ihowho\'Iho'IhoIho\' , underunder-
the

under-
thethe House bill , would not bebe-

allowed
be-

allowedallowed to use marine mammalmammal-
products

mammal-
productsproducts such as ivory andandsealsealseal-

skins
seal-

skinsskins inm commercial arts andand-

crafts
and-

craftscrafts activitiesactlVl tiCS andand'Iwould\'I'II\' nuld not behebe-

permitted
he-

permittedpermitted to hunt BowheadBowhead-
whales

Bowhead-
whaleswhales .

SimilarSnTIllJr legislationleglslat Ion is expectedexpecteexpected-
toto be acted upon by the U SS-

Senate

S-

SenateSenate inm lateIJte April or earlyearly-

May
early-

MayMay .

RurAL CAP has asked thatthat-

Senate
that-

SenateSenate hearings be heldheldininm AlaskaAlaska-

where
Alaska-

wherewhere so muchmuchofof the legislation

impact will be Icltleltfelt..

A RurAL CAPCAPburveyCAPsurveysurveyburvey hashJhas-

riotednotedrioted thjtthat artsJrls andandcrJttandcraftcraltcrJttcraft income1I1come1I1com-

etotaling
income-

totalingtotaling about $500,000500000$500,000111500000111$500,000in$ , in 19701970-

wholesale
1970-

wholesalewholesale value is partpJrt or all ol01of01-

the
of-

thethe cash incomemcol11e ofofapproximateapproximateapproximate-approximate-
ly

¬.-

lyIy 30,00030000, AlaskanAIJs-JnAIJsJn"- NativesNJtlves , andanand-

thatthatthJt people in111 aboutJhout W/W9tyf90/90Wol90of'/,, olofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative villages will be altectedaffectedat fecte itIII-

IcommerclJI

it-

commercialcommercialcommerclJI Native artsJrts andand-

crafts
and-

craftscrafts use ofofnurmemarinenurme mammalsmnllmJb, is1\11-

prolllbltel
is-

prohibited
\

prohibitedprolllbltel .

It appearsappear unlikely that thethe-

U.S
the-

U.SU.SUS. . Senate will hold AlaskanAIJ\-anAIJanAIJanh-
earings

Alaskan-

hearings
\"-

hearings on marinemanne mammal legleg-leg-

islation

¬.-

islationIslatlon But , RurAL CAP( 'APAP' hashas-

heen
has-

beenbeenheen informedmforme thatthJt there isI aJJ-

POSSibility

a-

possibilitypossibility that the SenateSenJte sulisuhsuh-

committee
uhuh-

committeecommittee whichwhichISis chairedcl1JHed byhyhy-

Senator
by-

SenatorSenator IkillingsHollingbHollings andan whichwhichIwhichisisIis-

consideringconsidering thistlm legislation willwill-

provide
will-

provideprovide for commercial NativeNative-

arb
Native-

artsartsarb and craftcr Jft use of marinemJrmemJrme-
mammals

marine-

mammalsmammals .

The Senate bill maynuy alsoabo bebe-

amended

be-

amendedamended to allowaJlow the takingtJ-mgtJmg"- ol01of01-

some

of-

somesome Bowhead whales , possiblypos\lblyposlblyposlbly-
with

possibly-

with
\

withwithsomesome limits and managemJnJgemanage-manage-

ment

¬.-

ment to insureHlsure that thefile BowheadBowhead-
wlJdles

Bowhead-
whaleswhaleswlJdles , reduced to beingbemg anair enen-enen-

dangered
¬.-

dangereddJngered species by large comcom-com-

mercIal
com-

mercial

¬-

mercial whaling operations , . willwill-

not
will-

notnot disappear forever from Arc-Arcrc-rcrc-

tic

-.

tiC waters


