Soviet ministry grants
approval for U.S. flights
It's really official this time

by Holly F. Reimer
Frondrs Times reporter

The Soviet Ministry of Civil Avia
ion  formally  granted  permission
recemly for Alaska commercial air-
craft 1o fly into Soviet Far Eas
airspace without o Soviel pavigator
onboari.

The official document allowed Ber-
ing Alr, u charter serviced located in
Nome, to resume its fights o the
Sovier Far East ammoedintely.  The
flights had been halted most recently
in January.

Bering Air has been the vangunrd
of negotiations between Soviel ol
ficials — mainly the military making
stri¢t regulations — and un array of
American officinls who were trying 1o
convince the Soviets 1o abolish the
Soviel nuvigalor requirement,

Although reasons the Soviets gave
for having their navigators onboard are
valid, & spokesman from the Alaska
Office of International Trade in An-
chomge said Bering Adr had proven

throwigh experience that the assatance
of & Soviet navigator was  nol
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Ron Miller, specualist ar the irade of -
fice, said the imitial reason the Sovicts
wanted thesr own navigator onboarnd
was becnuse Alapskn Federal Aviation
Administration officials had deemed
the Provideniya airport (o be unsafe.
Then, he said, the Soviet military
became concerned about aireraft ac-
cidently being shot down in Soviet
airspace as o Korean Air Liner had
been several years ago.

S they primarily wanted a Soviet
navigator as an iterpretor,” Miller
explaingd

Miller and Alaska officials ure con
fident that Bering Air and s
passengers will not be shot down mor
do they believe a Sovier navigator is
necessary. That is why they have pul
such o tremendous wmount of eflon
twward negotting with the Soviets to
gel the accord,
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* U.S.-Soviet flights resume
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Right now Jim Rowe, president of
Bering Air, and his crew are learning
o speak Russian, and the sir waffic
controller @ Provideniva  already
spreaks English,

“He's flown i there so muny thines
wid he has the ability 1 My in there
i any condition,” Miller said,

The Sowiets wanted one of their own
mavigators, while Aluskans were say-
ing thete was no need. Everyone in
volved wanted the issue finally put to
rest

Since late last year the Soviets more
than once have given Rowe the go
ahead 10 fly into Soviet uirspuce
without @ Soviet navigator onbourd.
The Soviets ulso told him more than
unce that he could not fly into Soviet
atrspace without one of theis
nvigrtors onboard

Rowe explumed this time he 1ok
the Soviets verbal widver with a grain
of salt because it wis only verbal and
e wanted 1o see the officwml document,

Riwe said alter months of megotia-

tions with the Soviets the curuin wis
.'1-|1.'m'lﬁ slurting (o rise.

“Things were Ipoking real positive,
und they had given us some verbal in-
dication  that they  may sign the
papers,”” he said.

ut, even so, Rowe kept his com-
postre and waited until he had the of-
fichal documents in his honds,

"1 was surprised and very excued
tor this 1o happen,” Rowe told ihe
Fundra Times lust week.

The accond designates passage bet-
ween Anchorage, Nome, Gumbell and
King Island und the Far East ¢om-
munities of Providemiya, Magadan,
Anadyr and Khabarovsk.

Miller, from the trude office, said
the State Department played one of the
biggest roles working with the Soviets.
He suid the federal officials were try-
Ing to convinee the Soviets that Rowe
didn't in fact need the Soviet
mavIgalor.

“Is difficult 10 say — why the
Soviets changed therr minds — withow
knowing what wenl on behind the
scenes,” Miller smd.

Miller said people in Magadan were

also aguinst the reguirement und were
trying from their side to get a forml
agreement.

Business-wise Rowe isn't Jooking s
this sccord ns only another way to
muke money. He said there are
underlying reasons  which are of
greater imporiance.

“They ‘re imporiant because of the
way we feel about Soviet relabions amd
the wiy it involves people of thal
region, ' be said about the culiural tes
hetween Nitives,

“*The border opening was intended
for them. "

Right now Natives from the Seward
Peninsuli wrea can fly 1o the Soviet Far
East withoul o visa upon the invitation
ol Mative friends or relstives from the
other side of the strain

Miller said another positive impact
from the Nights being re-estublished
i to show the imponance of Alaska
to the rest of the United States as a
connection o the Soviet Union,

“Where else in the United Stutes
cun you fly 20 minutes and be n the
Soviet Umon?'" Miller anked.




