Young supports AFN stand
on rural subsistence priority

by Geoll Kennedy

far the Tumides Thmes

Rep. Dan Young, K-Alaska, sup-
wirts the Alaska Federation of
lutives” postion on subsisience

The AFN pruposes amending the

State Constitution 0 set up a sub
sistence priority for roral residents,

“It's going w be hard W do. Don'y

kit yourself,"”" Young told the Tundra
Times recently . But he considers the
AFN proposal the best way to replace

thie luw struck down by the Stale
Supreme Cournt last December

Young vehemently disagreed with
Canadmn junst and Native nghis ad-
voowte Thomus Berger. At the Tribal
Government Confetenie Feb, 14
Anchorage, spoiisored by the Aluska
Native Coahtion, Berger proposed set
ting up 8 Native preference for suh-
sistence hunting amd fishing

But Y oung dismssed Barger, who

conlinued on pege fifleen



e Young criticizes Berger

gomiribimd  broem (R G

spent two years gathering festmony m
o) willages in Aluska, b stmeone whio
merely telly those who pay him what
they want to hear

And the Congressman cnticized
Berger for treating Alaska just hike
Cunada. The two are i Young's
wiirds, “apples and oranges. " He says
the Conudian North has different tribal
structures and o't isolated
geographically from the rest of th
country the way Alaska s,

Young accused uttorneys tor Nanve
groups of domg a disservice o those
whie pay them

"The miost Qisgusting thing s 1 dee
white lawyers sucking the plowod of
Natve corporabions, b sakd

The congressmun also crnncised
village Adaskuns who support aoeid
ing the Stae Consitanen 1o ser up o
sitbsistence  law  with o Nabiwve
prelerenge

They e ottackong the whnle con
ciept of ounmed Alaski T b sand

Young warted that soch a0 liw
wilthid dhivides the whole stute amd <o
vl 1 by nowe Native backlash of bogitry

Young seed s oode gy bromging
IHHI‘ThEI' the stite anddl Nanve Jeader
shap, Bub he dhintingaished  between

Natve leaders and those he ¢alled
“wgitators, ' He sal some of the peo

e who want 1o sét up a Nalive

preference subsisionee law really wani
to set up their own naion.

Young compared such persons
those who want (o eliminute any sub
sistence priocity. He said any time he
wirks o devise o workable com
promuse, he mns into special interest
groups that demand a law just for
ther own special henefit

Il Aldaskans Fail 1o resolve thear dil
lerences. he suid, they'll creare o
viicuum for wnmal sctivists w il He
sild such activists could  convime
Congress Alaskans have plenty ol
honting land. That, bhe sud, oould
mett o bun on subsptence i well ay
spirt hunting on sl federa] Lands i
Ak

For meh the same rensons, Y oung
:r;urwh aending the 1481 Alaska
Matlol Titerest Lands Act i ordes
o replade the curtent taral prelesence
with o Nahwve preferency

Hes comspbers thal strategy oo nsks
The anti-hurding movement (5 gromw-
i stronger o olher stales, e sand,
ancd ante o rimg ddvocates could per
sunide Comgress to ban all annimg on
lederal Limds



