Peratrovich led Alaska civil rights

by Henry 5. Rkalser Jr.
for il Tuiadea |lines

On Satorday, 45 years aller she
stepped o the fromt of Alaska s Ter
riterrial Legislinuee and tesofied 1o en
sure passage ol a cwil oghts st
Jiserimination Will,  Elicabeth
Permtirovich (191 1-1958) will be
formally mducted o the Alaska
Waomen's Hall of Fame

(s annual event, sponsoned cach
March by the Alpska's Women's
Commisston s pant ol Women's
History Month, honors women whio
huve made outstanding contributions
iy Adaskn

Elizabeth Peratrovich wiis selecied
Bevause of her cval nghis activism
during the 1940s when shie wis grand
presadent of the Alaska Nalve
Sesterbusod amd her hushand Roy was
gramd presudent ol the Alashi Nalive
Hoothe s hoviml

Hetore the possage ol thas ani
||.]"-i|.|“[1HI.I1IIII| IH.“-'_ '-.I_!_'II"“. 1] "II"F_\'
Alaskan husinesses, restinranis, bars
bt b wrnd ool bveed Irl.lhln el
tions wornied . " No Nabves Allowed”
or “"We Cater o Whtes Only

Flisiibeth andd Roy Perptrovich wene
|.|'-||1|!__' i Klawack, a coastal village
peal Ketchikan, when they becamw
faders of the AMNYS aml ANH. Thes
isivirese) thiear silegiliom simi] w sl ity
cotlid et belp binpeove the comdy

hlask o Mol bves

Ppiites il

thid by b inme
st posdy avellvedd ool e Tévtivie ' the
perhuties oo the dhoy Vhiat they st e
1 Dol the derrdiorinl STl Biw
Peratroviach wos fred ason ide clork
i P terstoreal freasiber™s il lice

Lipwmn areiving i Juneoy, they saw
and  cxpenencdd  Blatapt Nahive
ki Eannnbnnl beary il SER PRI O Ay
ol Proresang, s wiells as pubhic L hiires
] e atinns

A Dnemd who wias willmge o Tghi

1] weiin ke gl nl

dEninst it

T'wo yvears later, on o cold and m-
clemiem Fetwwary altecnoon of 1945,
the gullery of the Alusky Terniorial
Legislature in Junesy was packed with

speciaiors,  including  Elizabeth
Perutrovich

Ernest Ciruening im his simoligraphy
Many Battles gave Elizabeth

Perstrovich most o) the aredit Tor the
passage of the bl that fateful day

I thad) put as much leching as |
knew how into the appeal for this
legislation und was checred by the
presence m the yoint assemblage of the
newly elected MNatve legislators,
Frank Peratrovich of Klawock,
Elizabeth's brother-an-law, and An
drew Hope from Sitka

“(The hill had) pissed the House
with little debate by a vote 9w S, but
when il camé W the Senale 0 was
vielently opposed by Sen. Allen
stattuck.”

Shatteck was o businessmian oo
poweriul member of the " lundau
exstablishment

Stttk sad that the bill would mod
bring the races eloser together, it
wild keep them further wpan

Wi wre these people, barely owl
'i'I "'-..t'-'.lll."l.“r"n' 'I.'l-'hll Wl oty Fhsda M0
with wy whites with SO0 vasirs o)
redonded coeilization behind s’

Ancthier opponenit was Sen. Frank
Wihaley o Buosh pilot andd muner from
Fairbanks

oo wand s oext o BEskumos
i a theater; they smell)™” e suid

A owins tradinm, any observer o the
adl was invited 1o speak, aml the
odieter of o Prestwierian Ly sinister
dnmiieed she wodild Hke 1o be heard

As Elizobetech Permtrovich walked
cambidently e the fronmt of the
Legistatore wed sal neat to the Senale
[Meslent, the bl vk oy s o thimt
was intent with corous and unknown
CApeCiabiin

The Alaska Women's Commission,
the Anchorage Women's Commission
and the Office of Equal Employment
Opportunity are sponsoring a recep-
tion to induct Elizabeth Peratrovich in-
to The Alaska Women's Hall of Fame.

Saturday, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
The Egan Convention Center

Mative doserimmation was  found 1n
President Boosevelt™s appoimod ter
titonal povermor, Emest Grruaening
Fhizabeth and Roy found thes mist m
portant and influentinl member of *“the
establishinent " a staunch sy amnd sup
porter of their avil rights effort
During the %3 session of the Ter
ritomal  Legislitare, the Frst anh
discrimination il miled.  Several
legislitors whio said they supported the
bill changed their minds and voted

"1 would not have expected,
Peratrovich began in a guiet byt deter
mined and steady voice, “"that | who
um barely out of savgery, would hove
to remind gentlemen with 5, (00 years
ol recorded civilization behind them
al obr bill of rights

“When my hushiand and [ coame w
Juncau and sought o home in p nice
neighborhood  where our children
could play happily with our neighbors’
children, we found such o house wml

arranged o lease 1

When the owners bearied it we
wire Induins they saud, "No " Woald
wit be coimpelled to fve i the sluns™

ahatuck shot back, “"Wall ths Liw
eliminate dis¢rimmation”

The debate heated uy Parstrovich
contered, “TDO your laws g
lirceny, mpe and murder prevent
hine erinmes™’

Phe Jurieau Empare reporied, “the
B strong volce ol opposition was
uickly whiitled w0 b delensive
whisper, The 5 5 Indhinn woman
sliale the shaow ©

Peratrovich el a sarge ol encrgy
us she realized she was begimnimg (o
win the debate, amd she contimued,
“There are three kinds of persons who
practice  discrumination:  First,  the
politecuan who wants o mamban anan
ferior minirity group so that he can
always promuse somethimg, secomd,
the Mir and Mrs. Jones who aren't
quite sure of their social position and
whis are mice 1o You on one iceakion
and cun 't see you on others, depending
on whom they are with, and third, the
preal Superman who believes in the
superionity of the white race ™

She concluded: " Discrumanmation has
forced the finest of our mce o
associnte with whote trash,

Ihere was an awesome silence,
recalled Elaabeth's hushand, who for
several years did much research ind
lobbying in the background o bring
ahout this historic moment

Cirvening recorded in his book that
Permtrovich's testimony could not have
been more effective. Shortly after she

s

‘ (]
ha

fimshed there was an outhurst of ap
platese fromn the gallery. The ann
discrimimution bl passed the Senme
by o vote of 11 1o five

The Jureau Empire gave anothes
“hougue! ol Howers™ 1o Peratrovich
when i concluded: "1 was the neatest
IH:I_'I[F! el nge H'r ilrl}' Wilness Lis _||'f"| .i.ilh
pear belore this session, and there
were alew red senatoribl ears as shie
regally lefi the chambers, '

The act, when signed by Gruemng .
enstred that Alnska Natives amnd other
rrritics worild receive full and equal
sccommalabions an ! busingsbes in
the lerritory — hotels, coles, salooms,
thearers and any other public factliny

Viedations under the act called For
i fine of 3250, 30 days in juil or both
A new et i mee relations in Alaska
had mrrived

Fen years alter  Ehzabeth
Peratrovich stepped 1o the front ol
Alaska's Terrtorial Legisluture, o
black sesmstress, Rosa Lee Parks,
stepped 1o the front of & bus in Mon-
iwomery, Ala., and refused to sur
render her seat 1o a while passenger
She was promptly arrested lor
vioduting a city law which required tht
all bincks sit in the back ol buses

This was the beginning of a civil
rights movement led by Martin Luther
King Ir., which eventaully resulted in
the U8, Civil Rights Act of 1964, the
most thorough and strongest civil
rights law ever enacted. 1t requires that
all public facihities and businesses
serve the geneml public regardless of
their color, race, religion or national
origin.




