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DCRA seeks funds for villages, families

by David G. Hoffman
fur the Tipmabra Thies

Alaska’s lawimakers huve returned
1 Junean 1o pick up where they el
ol ] lust May. Nearly 1,000 bills were
bedt aver from lust session and new
oues wre being mtroduced duly

The Deparment of Community amd
Regioonal  Aftwirs is watching
legislotive achivity closely with nn eye
toward s impact oon Allska's
CAnnnuniles

Giov, Steve Cowper, in his welcom
ing Swute of the Stite nddress on the
second day of the session, spoke o *“a
new Alaske nsing: stronger, more
diversiied, more  certwin of o
righitul place e the world ™" Con
trbutimg o that are several programs
i whuch the depuriment s involved

Since Ha dnception i 1987, the
Rurdl Economie  Development  In
ifuatve, by wssasted mwore than SO paral
communiies develop more thun 55
projects which erested nedrly SI0 neéw
jobs i the stale,

The $5.2 omillion thnt REDL has
graited b tngeered the imvestiment of
another $19.3 oullion from othes
soumtves. This velr the governon is ask
g the Legistature toomdd 1o the pro
gram (o mrmke w0 avalluble 1w more
Connmunilies

The reguests for services rnwnjm.l
by the economic developmen
specilists assigned 1o the program luve
grown substantially, The depannwni,
with only two specialists now, has
heen unable o respond (o many ex
citmg, cremtive weas for development.
With additdonal personned, the depurn -
mient wall be nble fo wssist the creation
ol many imore vable projects in riral
Alaski

o his il budget address, the
goweinon nodend that state revenues Do
the next live years apparently will be
sullcient o ran thal state smooihily
allowamge Tor shight sereases. Bul loc
val governments sull reeling Teom the
sharp cuthaicks i state amd Tederul
"'i[l"ﬂl.hlli.! i recenn years, lf'lt'hllj'll'l'_l.‘.. H
M percent dechime i Bevenue Shar
i amd Mumicipal Assistance since
PURE. are ot hikely to see substantial
restorafion of those cutys,

Lowal governments have beéen ex
1u'|'||:th'mg linnncisl croses which have
el o emplovee lnyolls, reduced ser
vices, delerred muintenance on o
ity property, closed commmmity
Pacitines and unpaid taxes

The IMCRA oy been inindated with
reguests From Many cormmemics lon
techmonl pasistance 1o cope wath the
peoblenns, bt higs been unabde 1o keep
up with the e mpml,

The depurtment’s  Financaal
Chilreach  Services o Encourags
Recovery  program  assisis - local
goviirmmients i the areas o badgeting,
revehue  enhancement,  expemditure
reductions and debt work-our plons,

I s Fascal Yeur 1991 badger re
guept, Cowper has asked the
Ligtishuture 1o increase Tunding to the
proveram s 1t can help more linl
governiments cope with their lscal
problems

The Legslature will also continue
s work revisimg the state's wellare
system to meet changes passed by
Comgress in 198E The goal ol the
Faouly Support Act s to provide traim
g nd oftendant seevices 1o wellare
recipients so they can work themselves
aoul of the wellare syslem

DOCRA o mvalved o two wavs with
this new imtiative. The departinent
mansters child care programs which
will prowadde services 1o Aluskans thk-
ine thear farst tentanive stegs away from
wiltire dependeney

In oder 1o help these tamihies stay
antof the wellare system, 12 muonths
of child care will be provided during
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the transition from welfare 0 work.
We are asking lawmukers for more
Fuading o pay for the sdditional de-
mand this will pluce on the system.

I addition, the Job Traming Part
nership Act, administered m Alaska by
the department, will begin training a
lar'ger numiber ol wellare clients. As
they develop new skills o prepare
them Tor jobs, and for one year after
rmming 15 completed aml o job s
sccured, child care will be provided
Lo enhance the opportumty for suc
cesstul transistion o non-subsidized
wirk . The deparmment is asking for
ditional funds for this ellon.

Lo Adoska more the 10,000 chaldren
have benelited from the Hemd Start
o i the past seven years alom
Many more coulid be helped il tunds
witre uvmlable

Lust fall, Presidemt George Bush
ol the nation's SO govermors gatherned
at his histonic Educanon Summit, that
he planned W0 pump more money o
Head Suurt. This year the povernor has
askod the Legsshature o mdd $1 nullion
o ease the waiting Lists in same of our
cOmmunities

The coming months will be busy for

the state’s B cledted representalives
and senators. No doubt squabbles and
minor  disagreements. will  garper
headlines oconsionally, and, this be-
ing un election {:nur soame will posture
tor the voters. Buot in the end, 1"'m con
fident the Legislature will make the
ough chioes that will benefit the state
as o whole




