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Louden Village Council declaresdeclares-

'environmental
declares-

'environmental''environmentalenvironmental disaster'
by Jeff Richardson The resolution states in part :

and Anna M . PicketPickett! ""WHEREASWHEREAS , the Louden Village Coun-

Tundra

Coun-

Tundra

CounCoun- ¬-

Tundra Times7Jmesstaff7lmesstaflstaff cil believes there is an adverse impactimpact-

upon
impact-

uponupon its cultural andandsubsistencesubsistence re-

r
re-

t
re-re-

_ _. _ _ _ _ tr_ _ _ _ _ _ L . _ ..1.11.111_ _ . ..LL _ _ _ _ _ _ .11.
Hoping to spur government action , thethe-

Louden

the-

LoudenLouden Village CouncilCouncilofof Galena hashas-

passed

has-

passedpassed a resolution declaring lands in thethe-

area

the-

areaarea ""anan environmental disaster .,
".

The action is directed at an estimated
100,000100000, 55-gallon55gallon- drumsdrums-manydrumsmany--many contain-

ing

contain-

ing
containcontain-¬-

ing toxinstoxins-abandonedtoxinsabandoned--abandoned by the military inin-

and

in-

andand around Galena AhAir* Force Base and aa-

nearby

a-

nearbynearby defense early warningwaming facility .,

:''UUIUUI'UUI.tsources\.\.t.t::. 11 omVIII onevile hundredIlullureu thousandthousand-
unassessed

Ulvu.al1UUlvual1UUlvu.al1U-
unassessed

:.
unassessed 55 gallon drums strewn acrossacross-

its

across-

itsits landslandsandand , further , as they deterioratedeteriorate-

areare spilling their contents of toxic mate-

rials

mate-

rials
matemate-¬-

rials on our land which nurtures our ber-

ries

ber-

ries

berber-¬-

ries , fish , game andandourselvesourselves ., ., .

""NOWNOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED ,

that the Louden Village Council herebyhereby-

declares
hereby-

declaresdeclares that the land surrounding the
12 _....



e Louden Village declares disaster
....ddbddb & .. 1.ftm ..

Galena Airport , Campion Air Station , andand-

Kalakaket

and-

KalakaketKalakaket Creek Dew Line Site is an EnEn-

vironmental

En-

vironmental

En-En¬-

vironmental Disaster and that immediateimmediate-

steps

immediate-

stepssteps be taken to limit further damage .,
"

The council action was taken April 11 .

Earlier this year , the government pub-

lished

pub-

lished
pubpub-¬-

lished reports on each of the three sitessites-

that

sites-

thatthat appeared to minimize the risks toto-

humans

to-

humanshumans and the environment of the disdis-

carded

dis-

carded

dis-dis¬-

carded drums . However , an area near thethe-

Galena

the-

GalenaGalena airport is contaminated by a largelarge-

quantity

large-

quantityquantity of DDTDOT , a strong , persistent pes-

ticide

pes-

ticide
pespes-¬-

ticide blamed for widespreadwidespreadenvironenviron-

mental

environ-

mental
environenviron-¬-

mental damage , especially to bird life ,

before it was banned hiin the U.SUS. . Accord-

ing

Accord-

ing

AccordAccord-¬-

ing to the federal assessment of health riskrisk-

resulting

risk-

resultingresulting from the DDT at Galena ,
""thethe"the-

mean

"the-

meanmean concentration of each chemical isis-

well

is-

wellwell below the RBC risk-basedriskbased( - concen-

tration
concen-

tration
concenconcen-¬-

tration) value , indicating no significantsignificant-

risk
significant-

riskrisk to workers exposed to these sods-

during

soilssods
.' during routine construction activities viavia-

dermal

via-

dermaldermal contact or inhalation of dust ((in-
halation

in-ininin-

halation
in-in¬-

halation ofofvaporsvapors does not pose a riskrisk-

because

risk-

becausebecause the chemicals are non-volatilenonvolatile- ) .
"

Although the government acknowl-

edges

acknowl-

edges
acknowlacknowl-¬-

edges that tests on mice and rats Indicateindicate-

risks

indicate-

risksrisks of tumors from DDT exposure , thethe-

report

the-

reportreport consistently downplays the risk toto-

humans

to-

humanshumans by stating that data on hhumanhuman-

risks

humanmanman-

risksrisks is unavailable oror'rr' ""inadequateinadequatenad quate .."" '

While the .U.SUS. . Air Force has Indicatedindicated-

itit willwiJl cleanJean up afarteastarleastleast a portionportlOI\portlOIportlOIof\ of the

drums and contaminationcontaminaUon that has accu-

mulated
accu-

mulated
accuaccu-¬-

mulated in thethe-GalenatheGalenathe'Galena-area"sincethe'GalenatheGalenaarea"sinceareasince-Galena-area'sinceGalenaarea'sincetheGalenaarea'since-' --area "'since World -

War II and the Cold War, plannersplannersforeplannersforefore-

cast

fore-fore-fore-

cast

-foreforefore-¬-

cast some delay in implementing its pre-

ferred
pre-

ferred
prepre-¬-

ferredferredapproachapproach to dealingdealingwithwith the DDT-

contaminafed

DDT-

contam

DDT-

contaminated

DDT-DDT-

contamcontaminafedcontaminatedcontaminatedsoilst1afedt1afedsoilssoilssoilsnearnear the airport .

Decisions on cleanup of other areas atat-

the

at-

thethe Galena airport , at Campion andandatatat-

Kalakaket

at-

KalakaketKalakaket are still pending .

The Louden Village Council resolutionresolution-

followed
resolution-

followedfollowed closely on the heels of a report-

by
report-

by
report

by Greenpeace Alaska on its statewidestatewide-

Community

statewide-

CommunityCommunity Toxics Investigative and Ad-

vocacy

Ad-

vocacy
AdAd-¬--

vocacy Project.. The project , a comprehen-

sive

comprehen-

sive
comprehencomprehen-¬-

sive computer mapping campaign dede-

signed

de-

signed
de-de¬-

signed to empowempowerr villages to deal effec-

tively

effec-

tively

effeceffec-¬-

tively with local pollutionpoUution caused by gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
govgov-¬-

ernment and Industrial activities , has com-

piled

com-

piled
comcom-¬-

piled a data base of more ththan3Kthan3J00n';3fJOo?; >0 ccon-

taminated
concon-n-

taminated
n-n¬-

taminated sites throughout Alaska .

""ManyMany of these sites are hiin doseclose prox-

imity

prox-

imity

proxprox-¬-

imity to more than 200 Native communi-

ties

communi-

ties
communicommuni-¬-

ties where subsistence foods are threat-

ened
threat-

ened
threatthreat-¬-

ened by toxic substances such as pesti-

cides
pesti-

cides
pestipesti-¬-

cides ,. PCBs , and dioxin ,
" said aa-

Greenpeace

a-

GreenpeaceGreenpeace statement .,

The U.SUS. . Congress recently passed aa-

measure

a-

measuremeasure requiring the Dept . of Interior toto-

prepare

to-

prepareprepare a report addressing issuesissues'relatedissuesrelatedissues-relatedissuesrelatedissuesrelated-

to

'- relatedrelated-

toto thee presence fofoffcontaminantsofcontaminantscontaminants onn landslandsc-

OJ1

lands-

cortveyedcOJ1conveyedcortveyedcortveyedofeyepeyeporofor slated for conveyance toto-

Natfv
to-

NativeNatfvNative
'

.,

.corporationcorporationcorpoicorporatlotilunder, tl riunriunei{;underei tthetheyleAl;AlaskaAlaskaAlaska-

Native

sk

Native ClaimsClaitpS i
'
SSettlementSettlement1Settlement1ActttIe ent'Act

'
., ThTheTheThereport""rrreport-

is
reportPo

'"'isisiss ddue inln'AprillnApril'

'AprilAprilp.
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