
ICCICQ, AEPS declare importance of Inuit participation inin-

A'rctic

in-

Arctic,ArcticA'rctic' environmental protectionprJtection! , development
Ministers of the eight Arctic countriescountries-

met

countries-

metmet last monthmontli in Inuvik to review thethe-

progress

the-

progressprogress of thethe'ArctictheArctice 'ctlcEnvitonmental'
.
rdlc

,
Environmental Pro-

tection

Pro-

tection
ProPro-¬-

tection StratStrategygy (AEPS ) and to chart itsits-

course

its-

coursecourse forlor the rUrurruture7uAfterfuture'AfterfutureAfter.:?' fter lengthy dis-

cussions

dis-

cussions
disdis-¬-

cussions andandnegotlations' negottatnegotiationsnegottatonsnegotlationsons , the InuvikInuvik-

D

Inuvik-

DeclarationDDeclarationcl iatio on EnviiEnvironmentalEnvironmental' nmental Protection .

and Sustainable DevDevelopmentl pm nt in the Arc-

tic
Arc-

tic
ArcArc-¬-

ticticticw--wwwaswass*

signedi8ned by ththethe'elghttheelghttheeight';eightiglfMinisters/TheMinistersTheMintsterS'TheMintsterSTheMinlsters'TheMinlstersTheMintsterS'The-

DecJiration

Minlsters'The-

Declaration

./.''
DecJirationDeclaration: , and its accompanyingccompanying report ,

ackacknowledgeindig1"fmV3wJedge the impimportancert r e ' of indig-

n

indig-

enpuspeoples

indig-indig-

,

en6usenpuspeoples
_
n? rP1"fmV31fmV31"fm-

V3en6us peoples
"

les in the work\workworkofworko
(\
o thee\eeAEPS

\
AEPS ,

andand'callandcallnd'ca1lndca1l;
' call #forrecognition6ortrecognition!recognition oftheofthe"rightsoftherightsofthejights,

"rights of
', ,

'{'indigenousindigenousfndigetnousdigdigpouspous )ppeoplesples in the ccoursecoursee ojofofen' enen-

'vironmental

en-

vil
en-en-,.

/ f' "" ', ,"!"' '
'/vilvil'vironmentalvironmentalviroitmentalnmental

. ,
protecprotectionion .

" " - -- \ 1/1<'/RASMUSON1RASMUSON
LIBRAR

.. ) -

'

From the Inuit perspective , the Confer-

ence

Confer-

ence
ConferConfer- ¬-

ence and its Declaration and Report werewere-

a. a qualifiedqualifiedsuccess, success , """TheThe AEPS addressesaddresses-

manymanymanycriticalny critical issues for Inuit today, " nonotednoted-

ICC

eded-

ICCICC President Rosemarie Kuptana in herher-

remarks
her-

remarksremarks to the Ministers .
""TheThe workworkununun-

dertaken
un-

dtrtaken
un-un¬-

dertakendtrtaken bybybythethe AEPS , including thethe-

strong
the-

strongstrong ,. contributions by indigenousindigenous-
peoples

indigenous-
peoplespeoples , reflects the necenecessitynecessityofityityofof corpo-

ration
corpo-

ration
corpocorpo-¬-

ration between nations and the fact that-

these

that-

these
that

these issues cannot bebeadcadcaddressedaddressedressed withoutwithout-

including
without-

includingincluding indigeriindigenpusindigeriuindigenousu peoplesople$ as fullfu1l part-

ners
part-

ners
partpart-¬-

ners in the }processrQcessrgcess . WeWe are pleased, atat-

what
at-

whatwhat has been ','accomplishedaccomplishedccomplish d , andandwewewe-

know
we-

knowknow that more wworkrk. lies ahead to I-

my

imIm-Im¬-

y

prove the lives of all Arctic indigenousindigenous-

peoples
indigenous-

peoplespeoples .
"

KuptKuptanana noted the importance of rere-

moving

re-

moving

re-re¬-

movingmoving trade bbarriersrriers to allow sustainablesustainable-

developmentdevelopmentevelopmtnt'; of local resources such asas-

seals

as-

sealssealsseals by Inuit communities . She ! also citedcited-

severa
cited-

severalseveraseveral of the projects ICCIce is undertakingundertaking-

toto furtherfurther the workworkofof the AEPS andana itsits-

pr9gr

its-

programspr9grprogramsms . )These1)1ese11ese include a review ,. of thethe-

collapse
the-

collapsecollapse ofofilieuiethe sealsealskinskin market , a projectproject-

onon traditional knowledge of belugabeluga-
whales

beluga-
whaleswhales , and writing a chapter of the Arc-

tic

Arc-

tic

ArcArc-¬-

tic Monitoring and AssessmentAssessmen. Program'sProgramsProgramProgram's-

Assessment

'$
Assessment Report , a comprehensive

10.
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1.. ,
summary of what is

'
'knownknown'knownaboutknown about con-

taminants

con-

taminants
concon-¬-

taminants in the ArcticArctic Environment.. TheThe-

Ministers

The-

MinistersMinisters noted theth ICC'sICCs' contributions ,

andandexpressedexpressed their appreciation for thethe-

cooperation

the-

cooperationcooperation
''thatthat..hathat exists between the \AEPSl\EPSlEPSREPS

'

countries and the
'
'indigenousindigenous peoplespeoples-

organizations

peoples-

organizationsorganizations who are Permanent Partici-

pants

Partici-

pants
ParticiPartici-¬-

pants in the process .

'

ICC Council Member Caleb PungowiyiPungowiyi-

ofof Alaska said ,
""II am pleased that thethe-

governments

the-

governmentsgovernments are implementing some of-

the

of-

the

of

the recommendations of the Seminar onon-

the

on-

thethe Integration of Indigenous Peoples andand-

Their

and-

TheirTheir Knowledge , suchsuchasas the need forfor-

ethical

for-

tthical!ethicaltthical principles for Arctic researchresearchandandand-

aa review of co-managementcomanagement-- systems .
"' The

, . , , - -,' '" ' ' '," ., -; '.. , 'NN. , .,
Seffi41arSeminarSeminar was heldheld idinin

*' ReykiaReykiaikReykjavikeykJavikik ;,IcelandIcelIceland! d ,
,;; '

in September 1994 to prprovideprbyideylde recommenrecommen-

HatlnrK

recommen-recommen =-

HatlnrKcbtIldAtinnr!)! trtoo> flipt1nilil!. AFPSASPSliPS anAand'!d !ifcifsifsprets pprenrnm!' g2.sg2s!ranran-

While
ransimc!'.s.

While therethere was great supportsuppOrt for thethe-

programs

the-

programsprograms of the AEPS and fdrfdrfor ICC'sICCs' rolrolerole-

inin them , the conference hadhad difficulty inin-

preparing

inin-

preparingpreparing the Report and DeclarationDec1aration'ICCDec1arationICCDec1aration'ICC-

was
.
.' ICCICC-

waswas disappointed that countries were notnot-

more

not-

moremore forthcoming in their statements . ofof-

support

of-

supportsupport for the indigenous peoples of thethe-

Russian

the-

RussianRussian Arctic .

In addition , Kuptana noted in her rere-

marks

re-

marks
re-re¬-

marks that the ICC was particularly disdis-

turbed

dis-

turbed

dis-dis¬-

turbed by the resistance of the UnitedUnited-

States

United-

StatesStates to the term ""indigenousindigenous peoples .
"'

The U.SUS. . preferred the singular '."'people,1people1.peoplepeople"people, "'

bbut,t wowouldwouldonlyldldonlyonly .,.statestatest te thatat ththis wasas al rere-re-;;

suitsuft
Y4''offppositionsiti

'
bbehbeinggg takentakenken''inins,

'
:

othert1l tirinin-

temationai
in-ininx*- x

temationaltematlonatemationai fforaforara . ThlsThis
' usageusage1sag

:

ignoreignoredignoressItheth'ethethe' ,.

a!' :t ,
,di.erdier.. .. ersltyersltya: ty af .Ar..rcticrctic.rcticau: i;: iiau ,Hgiiaa :wavuJwavuJ-

peoples

s "

peoples 'and'and threatensthreatensrerecognitionreogr itlitlnn of theirtheirthei-

rsepat
their-

separatesepatseparatei andand'cotlectiveandcotlective
'

ccollectiveltect1ve rights to survive .

ThThe-6.9The6.9The6.969The'U.STheU.STheUS'-'u.SuS. '
. , diddid nnott explainxpain} iits position , butbut-

ins

but-

insistedinsinsistedinsistedted on a footnote to express iitsits 'rr''rsres-

ervations

res-resress-

ervations

s-s¬-

ervations . ICC Council MembeMember( KuupikKuupik-

Kleist

Kuupik-

KleistKleist of Greenland stated ,
""ThisThis weakensweakens-

the

weakens-

thethe ddocumentcument..
"' ICC Vice President RonaldRonald-

HH . BrowerBrower , sr. , of AlaskaAIaska
,

noted ,
"."WeWe.We cancan-

not

cap-

not

cap-capcan-can¬-

not agree with the U.SUS. . position , and wewewe-

will

we-

willwill address this when we returnretum home .
"

The Arctic Environmental ProtectionsProtections-

Strategy

Protections-

StrategyStrategy was formedCormed in 1991 bybythethedie eighteight-

Arctic

eight-

ArcticArctic nations (Canada , DcnrIark-

Greenland

Denmark-
Greenland

Denmark-
Greenland

Denmark/DenmarkDcnrI\ark/DcnrIark\ /
Greenland,, f'Finlandl1inlandand , IIceland/NorwayIcelandNorwaylndJ'NorwayIeeland'NorwayIeelandNorwayl ndJ'NorwayndJNorway,/' , ththe

. . ., I

"
, , ,

> . : , . , . '

:
'

? VW ;.' rederattod* - ti6hs.- ', , SwedenSwedenand;'0"li0li"d '"" M
V' i1RussianRussian lfederationiSweden'andfederationiSwedenand, :, ; J,; ' aandandthed the-

Unit

the-

United
the

Unit SfuteSStates ' n6iAmerica j : Iti' flvfive
"

"work-

t

"work-"workworkwork-work-

n,8

Unitedd States off Americaljt)
.
, has. five

.
work¬-

,

t_
".! _ _ _ . : .' :. \" , ' " J ." . ""J.YJ.YJY" .'. ' . . ,, , .- ' _ '

ingn,8n81UtS
, t9vupgivupgroups auurux""uuauuicssuigI; ingg .various"vario113vario113an?,! _

aspectsaspectsaspectsorp
,

0101-

environmental
oforor-

environmental
"

environmental protectionprprotectiontectlon ,. InIntIntadditionaddition toto-

the

to-

the.eightthetheelghtthe.eighttheeight,.eight countries , there ''eeaceare three Indig-

enous

indig-

enous
Indigindig-¬-

enous organizations recognized as .P.enna-

nent

Perma-

nent
PermaP.enna-P.ennaPerma-¬-

nent Participants : the Inuit CCircumpolarCircumpola-
rConferencetheSaami

cumpoJarcumpoJar-

ConferenceConferenceConferencethe-SaamiConferencetheSaami, ,the-SaamitheSaamithe'SaamitheSaami-' CouncilCouncil , and ththethe-

AssociationAssociation of Indigenous Peoples of thethe-

North

the-

NorthNorth ,. SiberiaSI6erla , and the FatFaf East of thethe-

Russian

the-

RussianRussian Federation . The InuvikJnuvik mmeetingetlng ,

was the third Ministerial Conference of thethe-

AEPS

the-

AEPSAEPS , succeeding ththe fofoundingfoundingnding meeting In-

Rovaniemi

In-

Rovaniemi

in
Rovaniemi , FinlandPinland , in 1991 and the secsec-

ond

sec-

ond
sec-sec¬-

ondondconferenondconferenceconferenceconferene in Nuuk , GreenlandGreenlandGreenland'InGreenlandIn,. ''inin
,519931993 . 'Thehe fourth MinisterialMin1sterialisMiinisterialisscheduledMiinisterialisscheduled-

for
,Is ,

sChsCh1lIscheduled;1lI dd-

f9rforf9r Norway in the summer of 19971997 .


