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by Rep ,. IreneIrene NichollaNicho\1aNicho1aNichollsNicholls-

Let

\
Let me be vvryveryvery'cleaverycleary ' dearclea

'

from t1thee begin-

ning

beginbeglh-beglhbeglh-

ning

begin-begin¬-

ning cOconcerning11emingeming ' mymyF, position onon
'

wolfwolf-

control
,

controlcontrolcontroli; Is\jpportIsjpportI'suppIsuppI'supportIsupportI'supprtwolf'* \ rtwolf'::wolf
,
rowntrbLcontrol1tt L. . .

* *'!
Growing up in

,
rural AlaskaAlaskaand

(,and hav-

ing

hav-

ing
havhav-¬-

ing been involvedinvolved
'

in resource Issuesfssues onon-

many
on-

manymany fronts , I feelfeelveryvery ccomfortablecomfortablecomfortablewithrtable
'

!withwith-

my
lithlith-

mymymyviewsviews onon wolveswolyes . , WolfWolfWolfcontrolWolfcontrolcontrol hashas-

alvr

has-

alwaysalvralways: }{sjbeeriinbbeenn :

an11mp,
' importantrt nt"mentme'"' measiriremeasures totooto-

oprotest
.

, piotestprotestprotest subsistenceisubsisterice'bfisubsistericebfbsJStebsJSteof'--ofofofofvolf\\volfvolfwolfwolf tcontrolcontrolir 1..
. '\

WhenWhen Iiicamecame to JUneauJuneau I found
"

"III hadhad-

to

had-

toto deal with people whwhowhojview';:viviewWw
,

:wohwolvesVVs
. eses-

from
s

" ' 1 " ", \ ' >!. ' "from an entirely differentlifferentdifferentint'ofdifferentintofpointint ''ofof yiewviewview .

OpinionsOpinioI1S; varyvarywidelyvaryWide1y.frowidelyWide1y.froWide1yfrowidely.fromvthosewhowidelyfromvthosewho.=.., ..frotii'thoselwho.frotiithoselwhofrotiithoselwho.frotii'thoselwho-

believe

\' ' ew:
; ,

believe we should kill off everyeveryevertevertwolfwolf toto-

benefit
toto-

benefit
tc/stcstoy/

benefit urban hunters to thosetIlosCthosetIlosCwhwhlowhlothinkwhwho thinkthinkJthc \J'
y

'

wolf pups are cute andand'flridandflrid'findnJ ititi uttagoutrageousoutrageousiS"}'*
that the state would coconsidertsiderconsider killingldIungkillingthesisdiemthesisthem,,
A lot of what has gone on the'sthesthesethesepast' '

ppastsftsevilseysev= !' . -"

eral years has made statstatestatestateand'ndand nationalattbri f ,

news . The argumentsarguments and riemotionsmotions.tionsof
, . of thethCj

'

!,
" ' ''II

issue have impacted wolfwolf.controlwolfcontrol,.
control ,:

'

noriolnot
.

(Inn
' ' ,; > 'tt

' . \
" !; h\hh1\ 1} I ;

'

the bbackbackyardsdedeyardsyards ofofmanyinnymanynyofof thosethose whowhQ feelfeel-

s

feel-

sossosostrongly
'

'stronglystrongly'stronglyonong1rong1ronon the Issueisstie, bbutbut:' irlininirlourinourour backback-

yards
backback-

y

back-

yayyyayyardsft;. ,

*,.
''AreasAreasAreas'Areas of our statestate-threestatethree--three areas of ourour-

I

o-
urdd5idistrictict-haicthaI rid-haveahave'ahavea' ''aa tret1endoustret1endoustremendoustremendous probproblemem withwith-
gr

with-

growinggrgrowinggrowingwing ppopulationspopulationspuiatfo s of wolveswolves .
: TheThe-

McGrath

The-

McGrathMcGrath region , Game Management Unit

19, standsta dsdsoutout among them . IIiInIIiresponseresponseresponse-

toto inteintensiveintensivesiv ;Gameame , Managementagement legisla-

tion

legisla-

tion
legislalegisla-¬-

tion passed bybyybythettathe Jegislaturelegislature last year, thethe-

B

the-

BoardBBoard'rdrd' fofof GGameGameie audioviz'edaudiovizedauthorizedth rl:

'dd'wolf'wolf'wolf controlcontro-
lfoi'u

control-

forforfoi'ufoiu'" UnitUnitt 11p?9'S9S.!: '
Subsequent6seq6seqentent totothethe board'sboardsboard's-

action

board's-

action
board'sboards'

.:.actionaction , tethethe overGovernorGovernpror put a stay on allaall wolwolfwot(ff-
controlconkolcontrolcontrol , ,,.

untiluntil i1the
',''esesresultsresultsits vofofof aa NNationalNationa-

lAcademyof
NationaliI6naliI6nal-

AAAcademypfAcademyofd nnrr.., f SdncSciences; 'SS''Sr'Si'-

report
r-

eport
r'ireportport ;werewere're'cciYe-

d

were're-
-

were'r-
e

werer-
e"C"re-

"c
C"re-C"reCre'

re-

'celyedThis
re-re-

"'"cc''cciYedcciYed
''celyedThiscelyedThispleDieImplementationly d1b1s,(' This effecUvely'delayedeffecUvelydelayedeffectivelyndelayedffettvv ly7de.1ly7de1

'
!
,

' . yed tImple-Impleimple-

mentation
imple-impleple-ple-

,, Diementationmentation''tt. ,

bnbnofof wolf controlcontrolor(foror UnitUnit'19Unit19
'

19 Uuntil1tiluntil-

x,1997x,1997x1997
x,1997Ai
..lm/.lm?

*

,

.lmjJ1997/1997//'"' '" . ,

'

1997A
,
"-'

"'-AiAiAjJAithe?diethe BBoardard of GaGamene meeting this pastpast-

week
past-

weekweek ththusthe BOardHoardBoard rconSideredreconsideredreconsidered ththethejssue
'suejssue ofof-

wolfwolfwolflf contlolcontrolcontrol forfot the McGrathMcG.thMcGth. '"region'region"region ,
'
'bbb"acedbacedbased

"sed <onm aa
'

petitionpetitiontion filedflled by TTananaTananaiiana ChiefsChiefs-

Confereni
Chiefs-

cOi1fcOi1fConfereniConferenieConferenceien e, andd moved the effectiveeffectiveffective date
_...101010 fir..
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+ c.-Clarifying wolf control position
..dabdab... 22.-

2to

2.222..
to July of this year . Over the comingcoming-

months

coming-

monthsmonths , the Department of Fish andand-

Game

and-

GameGame will be workingworkingwithwith Tanana ChiefsChiefs-

Conference

Chiefs-

ConferenceConference and local villages over thethe-

summer

the-

summersummer to develop a program for nextnext-

winter

next-

winterwinter . I believe this has potential forfor-

becoming

for-

becomingbecoming a win/winwin/ situation .

In the meantime ,, Senator Sharp hashas-

had

has-

hadhad a new version of intensive GameGame-

Management

Game-

ManagementManagement legislation making its wayway-

through

way-

throughthrough the legislature , Senate Bill 77 . TheThe-

bill

The-

billbillbillcarnebillcamecamecarne to the floor for a vote last week ,

and at the time it was calendar , I thoughtthought-

II was going to vote for the bill . But afterafter-

II took a careful looklookat
,
at the legislation , II-

was

I-

waswas dismayed to see this is another casecase-

of

case-

ofof ""thethe devil is in the details .
"' let meme-

mention

me-

mentionmention some of the glaring problems :

The billbillwouldwould require the depart-

ment

depart-

ment

departdepart-¬-

ment to provide forfor-one-thirdforonethirdforone-thirdforoneforonethirdof-. one-thirdonethirdonethirdof- of the game

population to be harvested by humans .

Even if we were successful in killing offoff-

aU

off-

allallaU the wolves ; even ififwewe had a very harshharsh-

winter

harsh-

winterwinter and the moose populations werewere-

low

were-

lowlow ,. one third of the number ofofnewbornsnewbomsnewbornsnewborns-

would

newborns-

wouldwould be harvested each year . In the longlong-

term

long-

termterm , we can'tcant' sustain such high harvestharvest-

levels

harvest-

levelslevels .

The bill narrowlynarrbwly defines manage-

ment

manage-

ment

managemanage-¬-

ment tools by allowing human consump-

tive

consump-

tive

consumpconsump-¬-

tive uses to be the only consideration inin-

management

in-

managementmanagement of game populations .

Senate Bill 77 requiresequlres the commis-

sioner

commiscommis-commis-

sioner
-¬-

sioner to implement regulations , manage-

ment

manage-

ment
managemanage-¬-

ment plans aandd intensive management

programs requested by the board . TheThe-

Board

The-

BoardBoard of Game and the Department alal-

ready

al-

ready

al-al¬-
ready have allaU of the tools necessary toto-

manage

to-

managemanage wildlife andandregulateregulate wolf popu-

lations
popu-

lations
popupopu-¬-

lations . This provision is aimed at man-

dating

man-

dating
manman-¬-

dating widespread wolfwolfandwolfandandand bear controlcontrol-

across

control-

acrossacross most of Alaska . In most places itit-

is

it-

isis not necessary-

While
necessary-necessary.:*-

While I respect thehe fact that the Sena-

tor

Sena-

tor

SenaSena-¬-

tor had good intentions for wolf control ,

much of Senate Bill 77 would have hadhad-

negative

had-

negativenegative implicationsImplJcations for us ., SenatorSenator-

Sharp's

Senator-

Sharp'sSharp'sSharps' intensiveintensive, game !managementbillmanagementbill-

doesn't
managementa1age! ent.bilJ-

doesn't
ent.bilJentbilJ.,bill

doesn'tdoesnt' protect subsistence . We should bebe-

very

be-

veryvery careful about changing laws
.
that can

give those ofofusus inir). rural Alaska an advan-

tage

advan-

tage
advanadvan-¬-

tage over urban hunters when it comescomes-

t

comes-

totto the game populations in our back yard .

For those of us i1inin1ruralinruralrural Alaska who areare-

concemed

are-

concernedconcernedconcemed about protecting subsistencesubsistence-

uses

subsistence-

usesuses of game , I think it is important toto-

preserve

to-

preservepreserve the board process ., This pastpast-

week
past-

weekweek , the Board of Game worked for us .

Not just the decisiondecisipp regarding wolfwolfconcon-

trol

con-

trol

concon-¬-

trol for McGrath ,
butbut also inin.theirintheir,. their ddecI-

sions
decidecI-ci-

sions

ci-ci¬-
sions relating tto prohibition of airbpatsairboatsairboats-

and

airboats-

and
,

and in authoauthorizingauthorizingmemorialingingmemorialmemorial potlatchespotlatches-

Please
.

'" , -.-PleasePlease.P1easP1easPleasgfeel; feefeet) freeiqfreelQfree.tofreeto. ca.llcall
.
11 {meDeMe, ifi(, you ...wantwant:; '.

to discUssdiscuss thet4e issues furtherfurthe .


