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,

whfwfiys:: y!-

0_

by MattMattoy]JoyJoy-

The

Joy-

TheThe easy answer is , that it'sits' likelike-

cable
like-

cablecable TV forforyouryour computer ,. exceptexcept-

anyone
except-

anyoneanyone can host their own show .

So , let'slets'' start withwith the basicbasic-
tenn

basic-
termtermtenn , on-lineonline- . On-lineOnline- is simplysimply-
another

simply-
anotheranother way of saying that youryour-
computer

your-
computercomputer is able to communicatecommunicate-
toto another computer on a tele-

phone
teletele-¬.-

phone line . ThatThatconununicatlonThatconununicatloni-
nvolves

communicationcommunication-
Involvesinvolves two computers , a host andand-

the
and-

thethe caller . The host computer willwill-

usually
will-

usuallyusually run a program which tellstells-

Ithow
tells-

ititithowhow to answer the phone ,. askaskforaskfor-
a

forfor-

aa name , password ,. and other stuffstuff-

like
stuff-

likelike that..

A typical on-lineonline- program whichwhich-

you
which-

youyou may see run on a host is a Bul-

letin
Bul-

letin
BulBul-¬-

letin Board System or BBS . BBS'sBBSs'

typically have a few screens ofofgen-

eral
ofgen-ofgengen-

erallnfonnation
gengen-¬-

eralerallnfonnationinformation . They usually alsoalso-

have
also-

havehave a screen ' where you can send-

prlvat
sendsend-

privateprivateprlvatprivatemessagesmessmessagesges , callcalledd e-mailemaile-mallmall-,- ,. toto-

other
to-

otherother people . Many BBS'sBBSs' allowallow-

users
allow-

usersusers to send computer]flefilesfiles to thethe-

host
the-

hosthost computer. This is calledalled upup-

loading
up-up¬-

loading . Receiving computcomputerrfilesrfiles-
Is

, filesfiles-

Isis called downloading . Another-
nifty

Another-
nifty

Another
nifty feature is the abilityabutty to ex-

change
exex-¬.-

change messages in an open forumforum-

for
forum-

forfor anyanyoneone to read .

Once you get on-lineonline- ,. you can ex-

change
ex-

change
exex-¬--

change stories , problem-solveproblemsolve- ,

send and receive free software pro-

grams
pro-

grams
propro-¬-

grams ,. or do other neat things .

There are BBS'sBBSs' which cater toto-

many
to-

manymany interests likeltke pilots , gamersgarnersgainers ,

inventors ,. political causes andand-

many
and-

manymany more .

.--TheTheThe whole Internet thing
,

Is-

pretty
Is-

pretty
is

prettypretty much the came ,cconcept<!1cept"as1ceptas1cept"as-

the
"asas-

the'BBS
as

thethe'BBStheBBS
'

BBS'BBS except ththatthateachtteacheacheach hosthosii' isIs-

also
is-

alsoalso on-lineonline- to one or mormoree'othereother
'

otherothet"'

hosts which areare in turntuni on-lltonllton-lineonlineon-lineonline- e tbtoto-

still
to-

stillstill more hostshosts'The'IntihostsTheInti.
'
The

'

InterneInteri' !tIstIs-
now

IsIs-

nownow global ;: You cancarcan'send'm'escansendmescan'send'm'esor' sendsend
'
filesfliesfliesor'

oror-

messages
or-

messagesmessages to another computercomputerus-

ers
computerus-

ers

computerus-computeruscomputerus-computerus,.,us-

ers
us-us-

ers
''-

on
o- n'- on
o- non the ' other side ofof tltthe'thethe

' ' worldworld :

And all you have to dq is call thethe-

host
the-

hosthost closest to you . ThusThus , lfiflithelithe-
host

tltl-

host
tlethee

host is in youiyouryour town ,
,
you llavhavehaveav nono-

long

no-

long
no

long distance phone chargesharges toto getget-

your
get-

youryour message there I!I-

AnotherAnother bonus is that you can-

share
can-

share
can

share informationinfonnatlon with any otherother-

user
other-

useruser that is connectedconnected to any otherother-

Internet
other-

InternetInternet provider. The Internet isis-

now
is-

nownow large enough that yyouyouu' cancan-

shareshare .informationJ.nfonnatlonJnfonnatlon with billionsbllllons ofo-

fot
of-

otherototherotherpeopleef peopeoplele .
, " ;' '' '>!'ii' ' '

puttingbrochiire'out.that,
AA"webA

,
":"webwebiY$ ,

,1age1age!pagepage " iis !like1e$ PJputtingputtingputtinga!; J g
,
a

biochurebrochiire'out.thatbrochiireout.thatbrochiireoutthatbrochwrtotttthat, ''oo t
;.
that can bebfTreadrreada byby-

anyone '"

anyone elselse who is coconnected#''cted"tctedt"Ito '

the Internet . ManyManybusinessesbbusinessessinesses 'b'ave-

found
haveb'avebavehave-

foundfoundfound this useful because thatthat itit-

makes
ItIt-

makesmakes their ""brochurebrochure " availableavallableavallable-
to

available-
toto billions of readers all over thethe-

world
the-

worldworld .

""SunSun"SurfingSurfing"SurfingSurfingng the Net " really meansmeans-

connecting
means-

connectingconnecting to a host and thenthen-
Jumping

then-
jumpingjumping around to other host com-

puters
com-

puters
comcom-¬-

puters to see what interestinginterestingt-
hings

interestingt-
hingsthings they have ttototoshareshare .

You may wonder ,
""whywhy do I want it?"

The answanswersrs ,are varied becausebeca"sebecasebecause-

people
beca"se-

people
."

people ownown'computer-

s

owncomputer-

s'
computers for differ-

ent
differ-

ent
differ-differdifferdiffer-¬-

ent reasons . Common reasons are ,.

entertainment ,. informationinfonnatlon , com-

munIcations
com-

munications
comcom-¬-

munications ,. advertisements ,.

business contacts , research , or free-

software
free-

software
free

software .

So what'swhats' it going to cost ?
Less than you mightmiglitmiglitexpectexpectexpect . A-

basic
AA-

basicbasic account is typically ababout
.

t
$$2525 pperr monthonth . IfIyoJ(you( are lucky-

enough
luckylucky-

enoughenough ,tptQ have anan-InternetanInternet'- Internetntcmet prpro-

vider
propro-pro''-¬-

vIdvidert, ,
in youyouryour

, I ! local
,

titpwritrwiiWi'thenithen,
'thenthen

,
thattha-

tJ
tha-

tI
that.'-J < " 1 dI " V '

Isis-usuallyisusuallyisusuallyallusuusually1ly all you pay. Otherwise-
you

OtherwiseOtherwise-
yyyouyouspendmoreu

''maymaymay:
., endeit'deitdendup'

upup'spendlupspendl' spendspendingingg'so-

m

gso-

m'
soniesonie-

money
sonie

more-
ing

moremore moneymoney 'on
;

1 thethethe'IOJtheIOJ
'
longlong"g"distangdistandistancedistance-

phone
distance'

:; pllphone
' ne cotconnectionconnectionn ctIqn .

'

Most InternetInternet-
providers

Internetteriterie'te'tete't-

provI

'

provIprovidersers allowallow . youypuyou;'" tototo'posttopost" 'postpost
"

"youryourrouryour '

own webweb brochure1brocHurlbrocHurlrbrocliure'orbrocliureor'orr'
.

""HomeHome"HomHom PagPagePage1'

at nono'ext1anoext1a' extraextra'charge'''ChargeChargecharge Withwithyvith
'
a rregularregular-

account
'

guli '

accaccountaccountt. .

. .,
,

4i':;
Ir>

, . '

. , . . . .

What do I need ? ,

A computer,., a modemmodem (fasterfastet Is-

Jetter
Is-

better'and
is

}betterJetterbetter'andbetterand) ' andandandarl
-

-arlarlanan InternetInternetInternet-accountInternetaccountInternetaccount-
with

"-"aaaccountcountcoun-
twttwttwithwithanwith/anwithan11Ian/Ianan hlteriInternetTriterneiet servlc.eservlceserviceservice.

, prproviderprovider-

and
providerVtderVtder-

andaridand
'
a

.'

softwaresoffware
''-

pa
p-

a'-

package
p-

ackagepackagekag likelike-

Internet
keke-

IntIntInternetmet in a BBoxBoxi,. Netscape Per-

sonal
Per-

sonal
PerPer-¬-

sonal NavlgNavigatorNavigatorfor
"

"MM'MacMac'Macc '-'PPPPPP'PPPorPPP oror-

Netmanage, Netmanage CliameJChamelepnChameleonon . Mostost newnew-
accbmits

new-
accountsaccbmitsaccountsaccounts inchitiincludeInclude thethe softwaresoftware youyou-

need
you-

needneed
.

at no extra cost.. '-

'Isn'tIsntI'sn't' it hard to Use thethe-

Internet
-

, InternetInternet ?
Not anymanymoreanymorere.. IIrIn the past fewfew-

years
few-

yearsyears , many tools have been ddevel-

oped
develdevel-vel ¬.-

oped to make using the Internet asas-

easy
as-

easyeasyeasy as possible . These esy-'to-usesy'totouseeasy-to-useeasyeasy-to-useeasytouseeasytouse-
tools

sy'touse-

tooIs

-
-' -

toolstooIs havehave largelylargeIylargelybeen
,

been responsibleresponsible-
forfor the tremendous boom in thethe-

popularity
the-

popularitypopularity ofot'IntotInt'Internetrnet sservicesv1ce$.

Who owns andndtingrungruns ,'

.,.theInternet't'fInternetInternet?? ." \!" > 11 'itit'
fI,ch.}Nobody. ,

O -! :\'t'f't'ftf;"'. 4Everybo4EveryboygYf!, '
yYfte..:!TheThe-

Internet,,1t11t1InternetInternet,1t1t!$! t iisis !reallyreallynot
. , , :> notnotnotownedo 22edownedowneded ororrunorrun-

by
.
runrun-

nf--nfnf v > ! * < rri< ' --iiiHi-,--HiHi-
>

>

bybyanyanyanyoneoneone. ppersonpersonrson , companycompany oror-

government
oror-

gggovernmentvemment . agency . Eachch hosthost-
computer

host-
computercomputercomputer has an '*'ownerownerowner but there-

are
there-

are
there

are millions of hostshosts and no oneone-
person

one-
personpersonperson or companycompany owns all ofof-

them
of-

themthem . ItIUsItisis a cooperative effort .

Do I have to worry aboutabout-
getting

about-
getting

about-
gettinggetting computer viruses ?

,

If you only send ..andand receivereceive-
plain

receive-
plainplain text files , pictures or soundssounds-

then
sounds-

thenthen you will never encounter aa-

virus
a-

virusvirus through the Internet . How-

ever
How-

ever
HowHow-¬-

ever, a precaution ,. you should vivi-

rus
vi-

rus
vi-vi¬-

rus scan programedprogram.andprogramandprogram-andprogramand.- other typtyp-

of
types-

of
typstypestypess

of documents yyouu ggett from thethethe-

Internet
the-

InternetInternet before you runrun turn onon-

your
on-

youryouryouryourcomputercomputer . _

WhatVVhataaboutoutsecmrlsecurity ?
Most people will probably useuse-

Internet
use-

InternetInternetInternetbrowserswhichallowyoubrowsers whlchwhich allow youyou-

to
you-

toto receive informationfnfonnatlon without un-

knowingly
un-

knowingly
unun-¬-

knowingly sharing anything onQnonQn-

your
on-

youryour system .

Clients who wishwIsbJoJoto put entireentire-
networki

entire-
networksnetworksnetworkinetworks onoiiithe(thethe netneeUnetororororwho! whowho lihavehave-

special
ve

. spspecialdIIserurU1securityserurU1securityconcerns"

, concernsn nr;canii're-ii'reiirecan"re-can"recanrecan"r-
equest'assistance

ii're-
est'ass

ii're-
q

""-

re
r-e'" ¬- ;

qquestquest'assistancequestassistanceest'assestass;:; )
;'assistancest'ancstanc' ,.

'
: lfofmfornform

'
:,,11*, tbelrtheirtbelr-

lI
their-

Internet
their .

lIInternetiem fseiviservicee prVtderproviderprVtder.n{) .: :;
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'
. / :
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. MMtthMatthewtthwoy]Joy isLs a ""I'cIct'computerWiztcomputerWiz'!mfuter

kk-
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With! ,

Alaska-

Village
AlaskaI# JJ-

rp.lservescdmputersupportandtrairrp.lrplVillage
.

e InitiativesInitiativesrInitiativesand,! l i ti f" .,JTandand!; ,JS'YJSYservesseryes!' ss-

copzputersupporfcopzputersupporfcdmputersupportandtraircomputersupportandfraittihgneefa
,

,.all!! trafriingningneedsingneeds-
I

eds
I'1t/rrur1trrur/t

rural AlaskanAlaskancomputercomputeritei-iteiiteisiiisiiiusers.. ,fJprrural, or
' , -

AlaskanlAlaskan
.

concomputerp -users
.; I " '' " " 1 ' "


