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TheThepacepace is pickingpickingpicldrig upatup'atup ,' at GCI asas-

the
as-

thethe
,

companyccompanylrip n prpreparesprepares.forpreparesforl1 s
,.
ffor-aforaorva'-abusyabusy-

seasoninstallhig
,
busybusy-

seasonseasonseasonseasoninstallhigseasoninstallhigawholeinstallinginstanIri.ginstanIriginstanIri.ga. aawholewholewhole new tele-

communications
tele-

comniunicatioits
teletele-¬-

communicationscomniunicatioits network
.

acrossacross-

much
across-

muchmuch of the state .
-

After
''yeyeyearsrs of planning andand-

analysis
and-

analysisanalysis ,. the long-distancelongdistance- phonephone-

carrier
phone-

carriercarrier has selectedseIected
,

more than 5050-

village
50-

villagevillage sites where its newlyap-
proved

newlyap-
proved

newly-apnewlyapnewly-ap-- ¬-

proved rural services will be pro-

Tided
pro-

vided
propro-¬-

\vided\TidedTided .
""ThisThis initiative will go a longlong-

way
long-

wayway towards givingglvtngruralgivingruralrural residentsresidents-
ofof the state the access they needneed-

and
need-

andand dedeserveerve to the latest develop-

ments

develop-

mentsJn
develop-

mentsjn
develop-develop-

mentsmentsjnmentsJnin telecommunications ,. in-

cludingbetter
in-

dudingbetterphone
in-

eludingbetterphone
in-in-

dudingbetterphoneeludingbetterphonecludingbetter phone service ,. high-

quality
high-

quality
high-

quality
high-high-

quality faxing and the InternetIntemet ,."

said Margie Brown ,. senior advisoradvisor-
to

advisor-
toto GCI'sGCIsGCl'sGCls'' Rural Services Team .
""WhileWhile we can'tUnkcantUnkcan'tlinkcantlinkcan'tlinkupcantlinkup' up every ccom-

munity
comcom-comm ¬.-

nunmunityty in the statestate Just yet ,. thisthis-

summer's
this-

summer.ssummer'ssummerssummer.s'. constructionconstruction programprogram-

will
program-

wlllwillwlll bring rural Alaska sIgnif-
icant

signifi-
cantly

signifisIgnifi-¬-

cantcantlyy closer to the rest of thethe-

world

the-

worldworld .
If"I-

fTheThe 50 small and medium-sizedmediumsizedmediumsized-
villages

mediumsized-
villages

-

villages are located in the NorthNorth-

Slope
North-

SlopeSlope and Northwest regions ,

much ofof the Bering Straits regionsregJons

. . '" ', . , Ir " L ' "

" 1 'II',.$irt; :p ;: il "

and ''BristolBristol Bay regregionsons andand'tbeandtbe'thethe-

eastern, eastern Aleutians . The program Is-

eventually
isis-

eventu
'

eventueventuallylly Intintendedintrndednded toto'includ-

e

toinclud-

e

to'includecommuniti-

es

includeinclude-
communitiescommunities in the Interior .,

Yukon-KuskokwimYukonKuskokwim- ., Kodiak andand-

Southeast
and-

SoutheastSoutheast regions .

Brown said the network will bj]lielie-

expanded

'
$

expanded as fast as regulators andand-

market
and-

marketmarketmarket conditions allow ,. withoutwithout-
sacrificing

without-
sacrificingsacrificing quality of service . SheShe-

acknowledged
She-

acknowledgedacknowledged that GCI had dede-

dded
de-

dded
de-de¬-

cideddded to defer severseveralJl< communitiescommunities-
originally

communities-
originallyoriginally included on the listJlst forfor-

this
for-

thisthis summer'ssummers' construction pro-

gram
pro-

gram
propro-¬-

gram .
""SinceSince we were limited to 5050-

village
50-

villagevillage sites this go-aroundgoaround- ,. wewe-

found
we-

foundfound that we needed to focus ourour-

efforts
our-

effortsefforts where we could provideprovide-
g

provide-
goodggoodod ,. region-wideregionwide- coverage ,:"' saidsaid-

Brown
said-

BrownBrown .

She noted thatthatimportantimportant criteriacriteria-

for
criteria-

forfor final site selection included be-

Ing

be-

ing
he-

ing
he-hebe-be-

ing able to link smaller communi-

ties
conununi-

ties
communicommuni-conununi-conununi¬-

ties to largerlargerreglonallargerregionalregional hubs hiin orderorder-

to

order-

toto enhance telecommunications forfor-

government

for-

governmentgovernment ,. commerce ,. educationeducation-
and

education-
andand health serVIcesservices in a contiguouscontiguous-
areaarea ,. and extending service to areasareas-

not
areas-

notnot already targeted for some .,kindkind-

of

kind-

ofof upgrade or expansion .
""TheseThese were difficult choices .

.

The rural marketmarket is growing andand-

.changingchanging.changing. rapidly likeIlke the rest of thethe-

world
the-

worldworld ,. but with its own uniqueunique-
needs

unique-
needsneeds .,

II"IIsaidsaid Brown . ""OurOur aim is toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide as extensive and respon-
sive

respon-
sive

responrespon- ¬-

sive a network as we can ,. as ffastst asas-

we
as-

wewe can . Communities notnotincludedIncludedIncluded-

this
Included-

thisthis summer should not feel theythey-

have
they-

havehave been overlooked .
II"I-

ISheShe encouraged prospective ru-

ral
ruru-¬.-

ral customers to call her to discussdiscuss-

their
discuss-

theirtheir concerns . She can be reachedreached-

atat 1-800-770-121800770121-800-770-12121212- - - 12 .
.,

Villages scheduled to receive thethe-

new
the-

newnew GCI equipment Include-
Anaktuvuk

Include-
Anaktuvuk

include
Anaktuvuk Pass ,. Atqasuk ,.

KaktovikKaktovlk ,. NulqsutNuigsut ,. FtPtPi.. Hope ,. PtPi..

Lay ,. Wainwright ,. Akutan , ColdCold-

Bay
Cold-

BayBay, False Pass ,. King Cove ., NelsonNelson-

Lagoon
Nelson-

LagoonLagoon ,. Sand Point ,. Clarks Point ,.

Ekwok ,. IliamnaIllamna ,. KoliganekKoUganek .,

Levelock ,. Manokotak ,. New Stuya-

hok
Stuya-

hok
Stuya-

hok
Stuya-Stuya-

hok ,. NondalNondaltonon ,. TogiakToglak ,. TwinTwin-

Hills
Twin-

HillsHills ,. ChignikChignikChignlk ,. Chignik Lagoon ,

ChignikChlgnik Lake ,. Perryville ,. PilotPilot-

Point
Pilot-

PointPoint,. and Port Heiden .

Other communities includeinclude-
Ambler

include-
AmblerAmbler ., Buckland ,. Deering ,. KianaKlana ,.

KivalinaKfvalina ,. Kobuk.., Noatak ., Noorvik ,.

Selawik ., Shungnak., EUmEJImElam ,. Golovin ,.

Koyuk., ShaktoolikShaktoollk., Shishmaref ., St..

Michael ,. Stebbins ., Teller ,.

Unalakleet ,. Wales and WhiteWhite-
Mountain

White-
MountainMountain .

Villages which will be linked toto-

the
to-

thethe GCI network through .,.otherotherother-
communities

other-
communitiescommunities include AleknagikAleknaglk ,

Ekuk ,. Newhalen , Naknek ,. SouthSouth-

Naknek
South-

NaknekNaknek and Brevig Mission .


