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Dear Editor :

My name is Caroline M . FrankPrank . I was-

born
waswas-

bombornbom " andnd raisedraisednn Arctic VillageVillag , AlaskaAlaska-

which
Alaska-

whichwhich is located 250 ._ mimiesmilesmileses northeast ofof-

Fairbanks
of-

FairbanksFairbanks , Alaska . My father was a ninmin-minminmin-

ister
¬-

ister so as a childchildwewe traveledtraveledaroundaround toto-

surrounding
to-

surroundingsurrounding villages . We lived in a villagevillage-

for
village-

forfor 5-656-- years then movedmovedonon to another-

village
another-

village
another

village . In my intermediate sclschoolscloolool yearsyears ,

I spent one year in the WrangellWrangetl InstituteInstitute-

and
Institute-

andand my four years of high school , I spentspent-

atat MtMt.. Edgecumbe High School.. I gradu-

ated
gradu-

ated
gradugradu-gradu¬-

ated in 1972 and continuedcontinuedmymy education .

I graduatedgraduated withwithwithaa
,

BA hiin :1ducEducationtitirfnrfn{in
' ', , '" .. "-

1990 .
f' '( :* /\. '. 'J '. '"

As a childhild , 1I1alwaysalwaysIalwaysalways wanted to be aa-

teacher
a-

teacherteacher . IIIamamani fluent in my language sincesince-

itit was the language spoken as I was grow-

Ing
grow-

ing
growgrow-¬-

'

ing up . I have alwaysalwaysstruggledstruggled with EnEn-

gUsh

En-EnEn-

glish

¬-

glishgUsh because I grew up not speakingspeakitig andand-

understanding
and-

understandingunderstanding the language . I am veryvery-

proud
very-

proudproud that the BIA system didn'tdidntdicJn'tdicJnt; ' hurt mymy-

use
my-

useuse of my NativNative language . II'antIantYarn'am stillstlll fluflu-

ent

flu-

ent
flu-flu¬-

ent inipipmymy languagelanguaglanguage '"'andand"andnd cacan ''alsoalso
'

,
speakspeak-

English
speak-

EnglishEnglishEnglish . I can also read andandwrItewrite mymy lan-

guage

lan-

guage
lanlan-¬-

guage . When I was in college', I realized-

that
realized

thatat deepening my own heriheritagege made
,

me

sr1aitsr1aitsmartensmarter/smartersmarterI'ooulj-
f'/\ II'oo-

uljf

Ioou-

ljf

I- -could"faceIc- ould"facec- ouldface'-() l " ffaceiiri"
rimoremorere

'
;

challenges-
because

challengeshill n8 i1i1-

b

;5

bbecausec iI lelearnedmet'(totowoAtoffwork" workwoAwork hard ttotrto-reac'htoreac'hreach--rrreacha'b '''

myQ1yjQ1yjoalsgoalsandgoalsoals
*'andd keepingkeepiligkeephigkeepiligmykeephigmymy languagelanguag andand-

culture
ndnd-

cultureculture helped meme reachreachreachthateach
'
thathat goa1goal/41goal41goaL41./:; >+

'

"

.: sAsAssagoaL41Asa NativeNative tteacherachr,:;' I realizerealizerealiz how invimiml.
."

portant it is
.
tto? teachteachmyea my studentsdentsti,;tiiethe value-

of
valueueue-

ofof theirtheirlanguagelanguage andandculture. culture . My SchoolSchool-

District
SchoolSchool-

DistrictDistrict pilpilotedpilotedan'immersioneaeaan'immersionanan- 'immersionan- immersionan- 'immersionan- immersion
'

immersion prprograhiprogramgram In-

my
inin-

mmmymmmy ,, school which iienjoyenjoy-enjoyenjoyteaching- teachingtea'chIng' 'Very'very
mmuchmuch'verymverymuchh , but don'tdont' havehave'enohaveeno'

enough"curriculum-

support
enough'curriculumenoughcurriculumenough"curriculumgh"cufrlculumghcufrlculumgh"cufrlculum-

support

'"

supportsupport for ititi: I teach myiny\stuinysturoy'student.ln'nnyroystudent.lnnnyroystudentlnnnyroy'student.ln'nny-
own

\'
studentsentS. in"my-

own
in'myinmyin"my'"

own language . Preschoolers
' andnd kinder-

gartners
kinder-

gartners
kinder-

gartners
kinder-kinder-

gartnersgartners are taught socialsocialskillsskills ''sososo wwe dodo-

a

do-

aa lot ofofcofcommunicatingccommunicatingmmunicating andandsocil1izingandsocializingsocializingsocil1izing; . I

afkil1st'
'

canr teach a widewide'rangcwiderangcwide'ringewideringe'range of mymv NativeNative skills-

and
skillskil1s

t'''-arid
a- ridrandandamd am

'
ablea11el ttohngcringechange )beletvJebetweenieen"GwfchiineenGwfchiin""GwGwGwicoincli1n

,.;andd''Iiri8tiShIiri8tiShEnglishasEnglish
*<

asas"diasdi"thethesituation
''-

si
s-

isituationsituation'ariisessituationariisesatio 'rlSarisess':. I'cariIcarircI 'ricancan-

see

.

see howhoweeeasilys'ilysily' "'"mymy'my students p1masterstermaster'' thethe-

academic
the-

academicacademicacademicskills
:

sskillsills! when I teach iriiiiiniri'myiii'my
'

'mymymy lanlan-

gUage

lan-

guage
lan-lan¬- ,

gUageguage ., I really need a curriculum or con-

tinued
concon-con-

tinued
¬-

tinued (training'tha-
t

trainingtha-
t

raining
'
that would help meme toto-

undeista
to-

understandundeistaunderstandunderstandd the process of the Immersionimmersion-

pro
immersion-

programproprogramprogramam
.. ThatThat is one ofotheothereasonSthereasons(..thethethe reasonsreasonS whywhy-

I
why

I am'strongly5tr'9ngly5tr9nglystronglysupportive
'

supportive of ththe House BiUBill

167
,

. ., ,' /\ ,

.
ThankThank'youThankyou'' you forfor- 'yourfor- yourfor- 'yourfor- youryour tintimee . '

'

Carolineearolfne MM.tMt." ,
"7WFrank-

Am
"Ditt-Fmnk"DittDittFmnkTritt-frankTrittfrank7W-Frank7WTrittfrank-

Arctic

-

ArcticArcticAm& Vil1Villageg , AKAX


