
.
, It ttakesesJnterest. interest from boboardrd,, superintsuperintendentndent ttotortorkeep, ICkeepp ssmsomesomem <

. classesl ssesssesj.

j

Dear Editor :

Thank you very much for the oppor-

tunity
oppor-

tunity
opporoppor-¬-

tunity to tell yoyou a little bit about my class ,.

First of all , ititit'isitis'is a class in traditional , North-

ern
North-

ern
NorthNorth- ¬-

ern Northwest Coast Indian Art.. TheThe-

"Northern
The-

"Northern""NorthernNorthern " means it is the heart of threethree-

nations
three-

nationsnations : Tsimpshian , Haida., and TlingitTIingit..

Generally speaking , the art has twotwo-

parts
two-

partsparts : 1)1)) Two-dimensionalTwodimensional-- for flat designdesign-

painting
design-

paintingpaintingpaintingandand carving and 2)2) SculptureSculpture-

combined
Sculpture-

combinedcombinedcombinedwithwith flat design work .

Allwood-carvingwoodcarvingAllwoodcarving-- tools are made rightright-

here
right-

herehere in the classroom by the students . TheThe-

carving
The-

carvingcarving tools consist of crookedcrookedcrookedoror hookhook-

knives
hook-

knivesknives , an adz , and small gouge . TheThe-

metal
The-

metalmetal comes from used bandsawhandsaw bladesblades-

from
blades-

fromfrom the sawmill andandcarcar leafleafspringssprings .

Tools are made usingusingaa small gas forge ,

metal grinders , andandanan anvil . EachEachstudentstudentstuden-
tm

student-

makesmmakeskes.akesa,,. a complete set of tools .

Woods ususedd in the carving are red andand-

yellow
and-

yellowyellow cedar , alder , and yew wood .

The class is run like an apprenticeshipapprenticeship-
andand eacheachstudentstudent proceedsproceedsatat his or herher-

own
her-

ownown pace . EachEachstudentstudent starts out byby-

learning
by-

learninglearning and drawing the elements of two-

dimensional
two-

dimensional
two-twotwo-

dimensional
--

dimensional or flat design . The nextnext stepstep-

is

step-

isis learningleaming to formfonn andandconnectconnect the eleele-

ments

ele-

ments
ele-ele¬-

ments into birds and animals of thethe-

student's
the-

student'sstudent'sstudents''' original design .

All of the designs are then painpaintedpainted-

using
eded-

usingusing Indian colors of red-blackredblack-- and blue-

green
blue-

green
blue-

green
blue-blue-

. is neXt then flatcarv-

ing

flatcarv-

ing
flat-carvflatcarvflat-carv-green Tool-makingToolmaking- next , -- ¬-

ing , followed bybysculpturesculpture or threedi-
mensional

threedi-
mensional

three-dithreedithree-di-- ¬-

mensional carving .

Over the years students have tumed-

out
turnedtumedturned-

outout many fine carvings which include :

I

spoons , rattles , canoes , paddles ,, carved-

cedar
carvedarvedarved-

cedarcedar panels , small totemtotepl -polesp-olespoles , andand hu-

man
hu-huhhu ¬-

man and animalanimalmasksmasks ., TheThestudentststudentdent carv-

ings
carv-

ings

carv-carvcarvcarv-¬-
''-

of
o-

f
'

ings are some of the finestfuiestfinestfinestinin Alaska .

The class was started in 1974 . I waswas-

hired
was-

hiredhired to tteachach the class by MrMi . DaleDale-

Lunsford
Dale-

LunsfordLunsford , who was then school superin-

tendent
superin-

tendent
superinsuperin-¬-

tendent.. The dassclass hdhohoits|JlJlitsits shareshare of ups andand-

downs
and-

downsdowns and I was about ready to look forfor-

aa new occupation . Then , the late Mr .

LarraeLame Rocheleau and Mr .. Walt Clark tooktook-

ovec

took-

overoverovec as superinsuperintendenten eni andand highigh schoschooll ,

respectively . They were very much inter-
ested

inter-
ested

jnter-

ested
jnter-jnterinter-inter-

ested in art and culture of the TsimpshianTsimpshiTsimpshinTsimpshlann ,

andandmymy class . Rocheleau and Clark some-

how
some-

how
somesome-¬-

how manamanageded tto obtain for :inememe teteachercher

certificationcertificationertiflcation ;; when , in itself, was a very-

great
veryvery-

gggreatat incentive to keep on teaching!! So II-
did

I-

diddid , and here I am..
,

We have a new superintendent , Dr.

Bob PPrattPratttt , andandaa new high school princi-

pal
prind-

pal
principrinci-prind-prind¬-

pal , Mr . Dave ?DirksenDlrksenIirksen .

NorthernNorthem northwest coast Indian art,

along with being a great art , is also a veryvery-

lucrative
very-

lucrativelucrative vocationvocationvocatiOl for Indian students . Dr .:"

Pratt , Mr . DirkDirkensDirknsns , and thethe"Metiakatla-
Board

the"MetiakatlatheMetiakatlathe'MetlakatlatheMetlakatlathe'Metlakatla-
Board

*" ' Metlakatla
Board of Education are behind the dassclass
100% .

Thank you for your interest in my pro-

gram
pro-

gram
pro-propro-

gramt

-- .

gramgramt .,
,

Jack HudsonHudson-

Metlakatla
Hudson-

MetrMetrMeilakdttaMetlakatlaktltla, AKAX


