Bottomfish talks open

ST. PAUL, PRIBILOF ISLANDS - - The Aleutian Prib-
ilof Fisheries Development Conference began here Wednes-
day with a call from Aleut leaders for Native organization
to lead resource development planning efforts for the reg-
ion.

Larry Merculieff, President of the Tanadgusix Corpora-
tion of St. Paul and chairman of the board of the Aleut
Corporation, welcomed the participants, including Aleut
corporation directors, village leaders, reprentatives of
international fisheries development interests | state legisla-
tors, opinion leaders, and many other guests to the island
community.

Planning for this control they can, joint venture with
will take the united effort knowledgeable, experienced
of all Aleut organizations,” fisherman worldwide and
Merculieff said. carve a permanent place for
The need for planning themselves in these fishe-
was  addressed also by ries.” he said.
the Aleutian Pribilof Islands Pletnikoff urged a com-
Association executive mittment of surplus oil tax
director and St. GEorge dollars from the state for
Tanaq Corporation presi- planning.  “We must insist
dent  Patrick  Pletnikoff that our state legislators
in opening remarks at the appropriate some of
conference. the swollen oil cofferf
“It is our strongest re- income for the study, plan-
commendation to all our ning,* and development of
people to get into the this renewable  resource
bottom fish business as before it is given away to
soon as possible, learn all  (See BOTTOMFISH page Eight)
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foreign interests or depleted
by . ignorance 'and lack of
proper planning,” Pletnik-
off urged.

The Aleut leader sugges-
ted two objectives for
bottom fisheries develop-
ment. First, he said,
a regional fisheries plan
should be developed for the
Pribilof Aleutian Area.

Secondly, he noted,
training efforts must be
started to provide for a
work force in the indus-
try from the Aleut pop-
ulation.

“Why not train the
people who live here and
want to stay here all their
lives?” he asked.

Pletnikoff said Native
people were determined to
take these neutral roles in
the bottom fish industry.

“We are determined to
proceed to carve out a nitch
for the Aleut people in
the fisheries business and
have already developed
joint venture agreements
which will give us the most
sophisticated fisher-process-
or vessels ever to ply the
waters of the Pribilofs”
he said.

Panels on the first day of
the conference reviewed the
fisheries industry in the
region from the view point
of fisherman, processors
and government interest.

The conference, schedul-
ed through Sept. 6 is spon-
sored by the Alaska Native

Foundation,  State  of
Alaska, and the office of
the Governor.. It is intend-
ed to provide villagers with
information on the new in-
dustry, its opportunities,
and potential social impact
on the Native communities
of the Aleutian Pribilof
region.

“This is an historic occa-
sion. One which will be

.remembered by up and

coming  generations  of
Aleuts as maybe the recrea-
tion of the United Aleut
Nation, for the purpose of
controlling our own future
for a change.” Merculieff
said.

....rculieff warned that
Aleut people and their or-
g1nizations and
corporations will have to
cooperate closely and be
well organized to avoid out-
side exploitation of local
and regional resources.

“We’ve got a big fight
on our hands. When we
start talking about control-
ling our own resources,
because up there, , there
are very large, well organiz-
ed, well funded groups and
organizations ‘who would
not want this to happen.”

“Why should they?” he
added. “They’ve made mil-
lions and millions, and
billions from our own back-
yard - - only because we
were not as organized.” he
stated.

The Aleut board chair-
man told the conrerence
that well financed outside
interests are already scout-
ing coastal areas in Alaska
for places to begin large-
scale fisheries development.
Planning must begin imme-
diately he emphasized.

“It is time for us to
plan our own control, so
that whatever is done in our
country, is done with our
people in mind at all times.



