
Yukon barge burns
By MITCH DEMIENTIEFFDEMlENTIEFFDEMIENTIEF-

FBAKER-. BAKER CREEK - - TheThe-
I

The-

flag
The-

flag
I

flag ship of the YukonYukon-

River
Yukon-

RiverRiver tug fleet , the recentlyrecently-
renovated

recently-
renovatedrenovated M.VMVM . V . Yukon , ex-exex-

t
ex-

ploded
ex-

ploded
-

tploded>loded and burned at 1111-

p.m
11-

p.mp.mpm. . , Friday , August 23 ,

four miles above ManleyManley-

Hot
Manley-

HotHot springs .

AL1AUALI of the 15 membermember-
crew

member-
crewcrew escaped injury andand-

there
and-

therethere was no damage donedone-

to
done-

toto the freight on two barbar-bar-

ges
bar-

ges
¬-

ges the boat was pushing ,

but the vessel itself was aa-

total
a-

totaltotal loss .

According to initial rere-rere-

ports
re-

ports
¬-

ports , the origin of thethe-

explosion
the-

explosionexplosion may have been anan-

older
an-

olderolder .hothot.
. water heaterheater-

which
heater-

whichwhich had not been replacreplac-replac-

ed
replac-

ed
¬-

ed in a recent overhaul ofof-

the
of-

thethe vessel..

Owned and operated byby-

Yutana
by-

YutanaYutana Barge Lines , Inc . ,

the vessel was on a regularregular-

freight
regular-

freightfreight run to the LowerLower-

Yukon
Lower-

YukonYukon when the explosionexplosion-
occurred

explosion-
occurredoccurred . The crew hadhad-

just
had-

justjust tied up the Yukon toto-

the
to-

thethe north bank of the Tan-TanTan-

ana
Tan-

ana
Tan-

ana
-

ana River , four miles upup-upup-

stream
up-

stream
¬-

stream from Manley landland-land-

ing
land-

ing
¬-

ing , close to Baker Creek .

The normal method of secsec-secsec-

uring
sec-

uring
¬-

uring the tug and bargesbarges-

for
barges-

forfor the night is to anchoranchor-
the

anchor-
thethe tug to the shore fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe stern , leaving the bargesbarges-

extending
barges-

extendingextending downstream .

"ThereThere'There"'' was no panicPJnic , "
said Tom Hulbert , CaptainCaptain-
ofof the Yukon . "ObviouslyObviously"Obviously-
there

"Obviously-
there

"
there was a little confusionconfusion-
because

confusion-
becausebecause nothing like thisthis-

has
this-

hashas ever happened before ,

but no panic . "
"WeWe" couldn'tcouldnt' fight thethe-

fire
the-

firefire because of too muchmuch-

smoke
much-

smokesmoke within the vessel andand-

we
and-

wewe had to fight the firefire-

from
fire-

fromfrom outside , which meantmeant-
we

meant-
wewe couldn'tcouldnt' get through toto-

the
to-

thethe flames , " said Hulbert .

"ItIt" was too far gone . "
Within 10 minutes of thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst discovery of the blaze ,

flamestlames were shooting up to
30 feet in the sky .

"ActuallyActually" , it couldn'tcouldntcouldn't-
have

couldn't-
have

'

have happened at a betterbetter-
time

better-
timetime , " said Larry ShelbergShelberg-
president

Shelberg-
presidentpresident of Yutana BargeBarge-

Lines
Barge-

LinesLines . Shelberg said thethe-

vessel's
the-

vessel'svessel'svessels'' engineer was shutshut-shut-

ting
shut-

ting
¬-

ting off three of the fourfour-

fuel
four-

fuelfuel lines feeding the fourfour-

diesel
four-

dieseldiesel engines on board

prior to the blaze , leavingleaving-

only
leaving-

onlyonly one fuel tank feedingfeeding-
the

feeding-
thethe fire and thus divertingdiverting-
aa major catastrophe .

ShelbergShelb rg and HolbertHolbert-
agreed

Holbert-
agreedagreed that fire drills andand-

viewing
and-

viewingviewing of safety films werewere-

useful
were-

usefuluseful in preventing injuries .

When the fire was ragingraging-

out
raging-

outout of control and no hopehope-

remained
hope-

remainedremained to save the vessel ,

the winches that fastenedfastened-
the

fastened-
thethe tug to the barges werewere-

loosened
were-

loosenedloosenedloosenedallowingallowing thethe-

barges
the-

bargesbarges to drift a safesafe-

distance
safe-

distancedistance from the tug . WithWith-

added
With-

addedadded barge-to-shorebargetoshore- -- secure-securesecure-

men
secure-

ment
secure-

ment
-

menmentt the load was leftleft-

entirely
left-

entirelyentirely unscathed by thethe-

blaze
the-

blazeblaze .

The vessel continued toto-

burn
to-

burnburn for 14 hours , duringduring-
which

during-
whichwhich time there was somesome-

concern
some-

concernconcern that the boatboat-
would

boat-
wouldwould explode . "WeWe" werewere-

afraid
were-

afraidafraid the structural inteinte-inte-

grity
inte-

grity
¬-

grity of the boat would gogo-

See

go-

See(See BARGE , Page Six )
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(Continued from Page Three )

in the heat of the fire ,:"'
ShelbergShe1berg said . "ThatThat" wouldwould-

have
would-

havehave caused air to get toto-

the
to-

thethe flames and cause thethe-

fuel

the-

fuelfuel on board to explode .

In the wake of the fire ,

there remained no furtherfurther-
possibility

further-
possibilitypossibility of explosion oror-

oil
or-

oiloil pollution .

The MM.VMV. V . Yukon was justjust-

completely
just-

completelycompletely overhauled withwith-

aa new power unit installed .

"ThereThere" was no problemproblem-
with

problem-
withwith the new repairs ; thethe-

problems
the-

problemsproblems were with anan-

older
an-

olderolder hot water boiler , "
Shelberg said .

The boat was built 2525-

years
25-

yearsyears ago out of WWIIWWII-

Navy
WWII-

NavyNavy surplus material .

"ForFor" that reasons , replacereplace-replace-
ment

replace-
ment

¬-

ment parts for many of thethe-

vessels
the-

vesselsvessels functions werewere-

hard
were-

hardhard to find"saidfindsaidfmd"saidfmdsaid, " Shelberg .

Most of the crew sought

refuge in Manley , withith onlyon1yon1y-

a
only-

aa skeleton crew remainingremaining-remaining-
with

remaining-remainingremaining-
with

-.. .,-
with the boat to observeobserveobserve-
the

observe-
thethe fire . "TheyThey" were supersupersuper-
people

super-
peoplepeople ," Captain HulbertHulbert-
said

Hulbert-
saidsaid of the residents ofof-
Manley

of-
ManleyManley . "MrsMrs" . Lee WoodsWoods-
fed

Woods-
fedfed the crew and made suresure-
they

sure-
theythey had a place to sleepsleep-
in

sleep-
inin town . " .,

There will be somesome-
freight

some-
freightfreight delays inincoming-comingcoming-

" ' ' ', " : .
" , . ' . . ,

Yutana
*' schedulessch1edales'?;'

butbut
.;, thethe-

MV 'M.VMVMY., ., PackPackJs"hPackJsh,, ;,
, is

,"
, headingheadingadig.ligli*; up--SupSupp.:-=- - ''

streamstrstream, ,. fromfrontfr i ,;'
;jStjStMichaelsf;, StSt-MichaelsStMichaels;; -MichaelsfMichaelsf-, Mich elS

>

; '.
tot relievereli veth

,
the

,

situationFituation.tion.IJtion.IJtionIJ.
.
., '+,,., A,\"'!. ' ':

' "

FinanciallyFinancially , thethe companycompany-
ma

company-
maymaymamay'' have.have. some 'problemsproblems'problems-
replacing

'problem-
sreplacingthereplacingreplacingthe, the M.VMV. . YukonYukbn: .,

The TUNDRATUND TIMESTIMES-

asked

TIMES-

asked

TIMES-

askedasked Shelberg if the vesselvessel-

was
vessel-

waswas a total loss .
-

"I'mIm"'' sure she is , " ShelShel-Shel-
berg

Shel-
berg

¬-
berg responded ., The rep-rep--

. ". ,

. lacementof7acementofiaCiaCmentment , of the pridep de of thethe-
AYutana

the-
YutanaAYutanaYutinaYutanaYutana1ine: '

-1ine1ine|-;line1ine depends on thethe-
ability'abilityttcrfmanceabilityttcrfmance,'+ ability,, totofinance

"

-financefinance
-

finance the prb-prbp.o-p.opro-pro-p.o-
'j

.--
: 'jj;'

'-

the
t-

hereplace'the'
jecfcijectiprbjecfciprojectit# 'rr'" "TheThe"'TheThe'The .cosfccosfccustl.

:cst totoreplace-replacereplace-, replacereplace-
thethe tug is apbutaobaobutt $22$ minionmillionmiIli n "
said ShelbergShelbergShe erg,.

He said the company hashas-
already

has-
alreadyalready begun to tacke thethe-
problem

the-
problemproblem . "LotsLots" of plans ;'it'sitsit 's just a matter of gettinggettingthethethe moneym ney ," explaned
ShelbergexplanedShelberg.,


