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Bethel plan gets award
Landscape architecture isis-

a

is-

aa little recognized thing .

The point of the art is toto-

be
to-

bebe so natural that no oneone-

will

one-

willwill notice .

So , we get into a schemescheme-
where

scheme-
wherewhere the best is recognizedrecognized-
asas mere competence and thethe-

worst
the-

worstworst is recognized as aa-

"break

a-

"breakthrough"break-through"breakbreakthrough"breakthrough"breakbreak"" -throughthrough- " .

In Bethel , Alaska , somesome-

landscape
some-

landscapelandscape architects werewere-

given
were-

givengiven the money and thethe-

time
the-

timetime to design somethingsomething-
forfor the community and thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople in itit..

They were given a sketchsketch-
aa program and then leftleft-

to
left-

toto their own devices . AA-

year
A-

yearyear later , with the benebene-¬-

fit of advice from veryvery-

patient
very-

patientpatient city officials , a parkpark-

design
park-

designdesign was created . A woodwood-

plank
wood-

plankplank bicycle trail is nownow-

being
now-

beingbeing built as the firstftrstftrst-

increment
first-

incrementincrement of construction .

Much more is to follow .

Group Three Design , aa-

landscape
a-

landscapelandscape architecture andand-

planning
and-

planningplanning firmftrm of AnchorageAnchorage-
inin collaboration with CCC/CCCCCC-

HOK
CCC-

HOK
CCC-

HOK
/

HOK , Architects , was recenrecen-recen-

tly
recen-

tly
¬-

tly presented with a meritmerit-

award
merit-

awardaward for design excellenceexcellence-
by

excellence-
byby the American Society ofof-

Landscape
of-

landscapeLandscape Architects forfor-

the
for-

thethe park . Burdeth LentLent-

and
Lent-

andand Bill Evans , landscapelandscape-
architects

landscape-
architectsarchitects of Group Three ,

reported that the design isis-

an

is-

anan expression of consideraconsidera-considera-
ble

considera-
ble

¬-
ble research , hard lessons onon-

local
on-

locallocal building limitations ,

innovation , and hard work .

Bethel immediately prepre-prepre-

sented
pre-

sented

¬-

sented its problems - - howhow-

do
how-

dodo you create a park

where treesUets have nevernever-
growngrownrown and where theythey-
probably

they-
probablyprobably nevernevetnever willwiI1 "': wherewhere-

there
where-

therethere are frequent ,
' damagdmag-magdamag-damagdamag-

ing
magi-

ng
¬--

ing high winds - -. wherewhere-

.1Iisturbance

where-

disturbancedisturbance.1Iisturbance1Iisturbance. is prohibitiveprohibitived-

11e
prohibitive-

duedued11epermafrost; to deep , active permaperma-perma¬-
frostfrost '.- - ', where

,.
gravel ' isis-

difficult
isis-

difficultdifficult to obtainobtain - - wherewhere-
shipping

where-
shippingshipping is difficult - - andand-

where
and-

wherewhere theth warmwann season isis-

so
is-

soso short , people probablyprobably-
don't

probably-
don'tdon'tdont' want to be 'inin' in a parkpark-
anyway

park-
anywayanyway ? ? Undaunted , andand-

armed
and-

armedarmed withwithassistanceassistance fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Bethel Veterans ofof-

Foreign
of-

ForeignForeign Wars , State andand-

Federal
and-

FederalFederal Grants , the landland-land-

scape
land-

scape
¬-

scape designers forgedforged-

ahead
forged-

aheadahead , Quixote style .

Lyman HoffmanHoffman , CityCity-

Manager
City-

ManagerManager and Nancy Kran-KranKran-

ing
Kran-

ing
Kran-

ing
-

ing , Assistant CityQty ManagerManager-
and

Manager-
andandandotherother City OfficialsOfficials-
advised

Officials-
advisedadvised the firm'sfirmsftrm'sftrms' designers .

The finalfmal plans were greatlygreatly-
improved

greatly-
improvedimproved with additionaladditional-
play

additional-
playplay equipment as a resultresult-

of
result-

ofof their participation .

Architects , soils engineersengineers-
and

engineers-
andand structuralstructuralengineersengineersengineers-
consulted

engineers-
consultedconsulted on the park asas-

well
as-

wellwell .

A major ratification ofof-

the
of-

thethe park Master Plan byby-

landscape
by-

landscapelandscape architect MarciaMarcia-

Christofferson
Marcia-

ChristoffersonChristofferson consolidatedconsolidated-
thethe recreation facilities,,
which were spread throughthrough-through-
out

through-
out

¬-

out the site onto less thanthan-

half
than-

halfhalf of the site . ThisThiswaswaswas-

accomplished
was-

accomplishedaccomplished by incorporaincorpora-incorpora-
ting

incorpora-
ting

¬-
ting multi-usemultiuse-- type faci-facifaci-

ties
faci-

ties
faci-

ties
-

ties and resulted in drasticdrastic-
reduction

drastic-
reductionreduction in expense andand-

distrubance
and-

distrubancedistrubance to the naturalnatural-
tundra

natural-
tundratundra .

The master plan providesprovides-
for

provides-
forfor a baseball diamond ,

ice hockey units , fieldfteldfteld-

sports
field-

sportssports area , tennis andand-

basketball
and-

basketballbasketball courts , bicyclebicycle-
trails

bicycle-
trailstrails , restrooms and parkpark-park-

ing
park-

ing

¬-

ing , picnic and childrenschildrenchildrens-
play

children-
playplay area , all groupedgrouped-
around

grouped-
aroundaround a lake in the midmid-mid-

dle
mid-

dle
¬-

dle of the park . ResearchResearch-

into
Research-

intointo landscaping with agriagri-agri-

culture
agri-

culture
¬-

culture extensionext nsion advisorsadvisors-
has

advisors-
hashas resulted in the expresexpres-expres-
sion

expres-
sion

¬-
sion of interest by the locallocal-

Community
local-

CommunityCommunity College in perper-¬-

forming
,
experimental

"-

to
t-

o"
treetree-

and
tree-

andand . shrub plantings 'toto' enen-enen-

hance
en-

hance
¬-

hance thethe facilitiesfacilities .

Special highlightshighlightsof" of thethe-

design
the-

designdesign , influenced .byby. localloca-
lc

local-

nditions
local-

conditionsconditionscnditions includeinclude-
anj

:

\anjanj\. an ', all-woodallwoodaU-w9QdaUw9Qd- bike trailtrail-
withwithwilliwithtrailwilliflexibleflexiblecouplingsexibl couplings toto-

"ride
to-

"ride
'" ""'"rideride directly on the movmov-mov-

ing
mov-

ing
¬-

ing tundratundra-
woodsuclpture

tundra-
wood'suclpture

.

---wood-suclpturewoodsuclptureood.suciptureoodsucipture-wood'suclpturewood'suclpturewoodsuclpture:.'- tot lot playplay-

equipment
play-

equipmentequipment mounted to platplat-plat-

forms
plat-

forms
¬-

forms - on piles for stabilitystability-
and

stability-
andand located to reflect in thethe-

lake
the-

lakelake from the park entraceentrace-
see

entrace-
see(see rendering) .

- a multi-purposemultipurpose- , lightedlighted-
play

lighted-
playplay court fpr year-roundyearroundyearround-
use

--
use which is constructed onon-

a
on-

aa styrafoam "sandwichsandwich" fill "
pad .

- picnic shelters with windwind-

screen
wind-

screenscreen baffles .

- passive solar park benchesbenches-
with

benches-
withwith wind screens and sunsun-
reflection

sun-
reflectionreflection panels to extendextend-
comfort

extend-
comfortcomfort hours for users .

- wood bleachers , instead ofof-

metal
of-

metalmetal , on mounds for betterbetter-
spectator

better-
spectatorspectator comfort .

- location for native art inin-

public
in-

publicpublic places in park entent-ent-

rance
ent-

rance
¬-

rance area .

"TheThe""°The project was a toughtough-
one

tough-
oneone , but an exciting chalchal-chal-

lenge
chal-

lenge
¬-

lenge . My partner of thethe-

time
the-

timetime , Jon Houk , the otherother-
landscape

other-
landscapelandscape architects and II-

used

I-

usedused to go into huddleshuddles-
often

huddles-
oftenoften to help solve designdesign-

problems
design-

problemsproblems . The Bethel offiom-omoffi-om-
cials

offi-

cials
¬-

cials deserve a lot ofof-

credit
of-

creditcredit for this co-operacooperaco-opera-coopera-
tive

coopera-
tive

-- ¬-

tive effort ," Lent reported .


