under provisions of the Indian
Reorganization Act of 1934,
decried the transfer portion
of the bill.

“The land was transferred
to the state without consults-
tion of the land owner, which
was the IHS,” said Hope.
Hope also argued that in trans-
ferring the land and the school
to the state, the government

mhll | jts trust responsibility
to Alaska Natives.

Although the land was be-
ing administered by the IHS
and the BIA, Hope said that
some of the Native Corpor-
ations held ‘*“valid existing

rights" on Japonski [sland.
Any transfer should have taken

(Continued on Page Three)
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‘surprised by this,” he said,

78-bed facility will not be
harmed, but the hospital was
hoping to expand in the future,
and will now apparently have
no room to do so, Just where
the 15,25 acres are that are
left is yet to be determined,
Wellman said.

One of his fears is that the
hospital may lose the 30 sets
of quarters it uses as housing
for nurses, technicians, doc-
tors her medical per-
sonnel. 43

“We use these as an effec-
tive recruiting tool,” said Will-
man, “If we know we have a
place for someone to live,
it is easy to talk to them about
a job. Our salaries are not
always competitive: with the
private world . . . we try to
add as many plusses as pos-
sible, and housing is a def-
inite plus.”

Hope also noted the §9 35
million included in the same
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only of the state of Alaska,
but also Alaska Natives. He
disagreed there was no consul-
tation. “There has been con-
sultation on this for years!™
he said.

The closure of Mount Edge-
cumbe has been prevented by
the appropriations bill, said
Stevens, arguing that this is
what the Native people of Alas-

. Ka. have been fighting for for

years, “My God! The reason
we did this was that the Na-
tive people as a whole wanted
the school to be transferred
and kept open! We had to take
action!™

As to the land, Stevens ar-
gued that no trust responsibili-
ty ever existed there. IHS was
not the landowner, Stevens
said, but the United States
government was and could
transfer the land as it saw fit.
“The Native people can still

can work with the state.”
“l don't think you have a
o

government. It was never
Indian title . . . there was no
termination of trust responsi-
bility. There is no trust respon-
sibility in any school!”
Pete Spivey, press ecretary
Alaska Gov. Bill Sheffield,
that the land transfer
was worked out by the
je with the U.S. Bureau of
Management and the
the BIA providing most
f the guidelines and “‘exact
rding” on some of the

123EE] L

passages. '

That “flﬂﬂll said m“rt
called for the THS and the fed-
eral govemment to keep the
“smallest practicable tract
presently occupied.”

to be worked out through legal
council, said Raynolds.

“Anything [ say is guess-
work. Let us assume that since
the land is state land, it will
remain state land. Perhaps
it would be on a long-term
lm.“

Under the state, Mount
Edgecumbe will no longer be a
Native school, but will be open
to all groups of Alaskans, A
concern of Hope and many Na-
tives is that the school should
be used to benefit Natives.

Raynolds said that plans,
policies and entrance guide-
lines for the school are still
being drawn up. He expected
that as an alternative school,
there would be more rural stu-

“We have no funds to oper-
ate yet,” he said, “only 10 im-
prove the facilities, If the leg-
islature decides this is some-
thing they wish to do .. . then
we have the basis for an excel-
lent school.”



