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THE UNITFD ST ATES’ ROLE IN CAMBODIA

The agony! of (.,lrnlnnh A mnuput 5. Once again, 'the Unite d
States inust mn;\ni: r to what extentshould we hedome involved
in finding a soljition to the problems of Indochina.

With the painful memories of Vietnam still in mind, Gon-
gress has just authorized assistance 1o noncommunist resistance

- movements opposing the Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia,

Our aid will proyvide up to $5 million in 1986 to the guerril-

a forees of Prince Norodom Sihanouk and. former Cambodian
Prime Minister Son Sann, the leader of the Khmer People's Na-

{tional Liberation Front, (I\I’NI F). There is also the prospect of

u.upplvlng more financial aid in future years
To date, only “military assistance’ and ¢
port’” have been specified, but weapons could also be provided.
The idea of aid to the noncommunist resistance has received
hipartisan .lppmml in Congress, The United States cannot be
indifferent to the fate of (J.nnlmdw We should be part of the
international effort to help those Cambodians who are willing
to risk their lives for a free Cambadia,

© At the same time, it would be a mistake for the United States

feconomic sup-

(0 preempt the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

Indonesia, Malaysia, the [’hilippim $, Hinl{rlpt‘)r«- Thailand
and Brunei - or toallow world nplmnn to incorrectly conclude
thiat the United States is once again shouldering the main bur-
den in Indochina. ASEAN and the Cambodians themselves |
should bear the) prime: responsibility for this movement for
freedom, : i

The United States’ role in Cambodia must continue 1o be

inferior to ASEAN's. United States' policy to date has been 1o

provide moral, political and humanitarian aid to the non-
communists. This policy has been successful because it has been
supportive of ASEAN's prime role. The ASEAN countries are
the architects of the Cambodia strategy and they should con-
tinue to bear the rvqpnns:bnhly for implementing it,

Five million dollars is not enough to make a big difference
= it amounts to pcrhdps 20 percent of the noncommunists’ an-
nual budget. Yet, it may be enough to kindle hope of sustained
U.S. suppart.

No weapons are contemplated for now - economic as-
sistance and cadre training are under study.

Whatever forum our aid takes, we should admit that pro-
vision of assistance represents a major change in U.S. policy in
Southeast Asia. These implications should be clearly under-
stood by the American public,
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To loosen or 'even: madify Vigtnam 's
\f]t tnamese resistancg will hiave o become numerically larger,
more potent militarily, more coherdni pru!llu ally cand more ae
itive within Cambodia, Vit :

A second hiard ro .illl" 19 thae K hin o Runw The
come allies of convenjence with the noncompmmnist groups in the
“Coalitton Government of Democralic Kampuchea, '

This bizarre
ASEAN's strategy. Remembering Pol Pot's genocide of the
1975-78 vra, the 'I\l NLF and Sithanbuk must fighe just as hard
to keep the Khnler Rnuqv from regaining power as they do (o
force the VI!IIJ:!N](N( out of Cambadia,

The dile mm.l of cooperation with the Khimer Rwuul has not
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been addressed satisfactorily by either noncommunist Cambo
dians or ASEAN. The ASEAN will have to do mare to hoost
the noncommunist side, if only (o balance the heavy aid (€ ‘hina
provides the Khmer Rouge. e will take more than the present
level of guerrilla ajctivity and international polincal pressure 1o
persuade Vie lnan{ to. negotipte a politcal solution”

ASEAN will have o mgintain its unity and demonstrate
political determination over a'prolonged period (the Vietname'se
think in terms of generations, not fiscal vears) il this strategy
is to succeed. /\mllg hina will have o help neutralize the Khmer
Rouge at the pmpl: tme.

Under no circumstances should the United “n,m s help the
vicious Khmer Rm]g: directly or indirectly, ASEAN has the
financial and material whe rewithal to supply what is needed to
huit has been reluctant tsannonnee
publicly that some of its members dre supplying material aid to
nited States contributes
material aid, ASEAN should share public responsibility for simi-
lar activities of its own. We have only to reflect upon the pain,
political turmoil, and controversy the United States suffered
through its deep involvement in Indochina. The United States
in 1985 should not be expected to pick up the ball ancl run with
“it once more,

ASEAN should be perceived clearly by the international
community as having the lead in Cambodia, The United States
should do nothing to dilute ASEAN's primacy in finding a so-
lution .to the agony of Cambodia.
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