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\ ThThqThe InuInultInuitt CircumpolurCircumfKlarCircumpolar, ConferencConference Will be 1Crecciv-

j

rcceiv-

ing
.elV-.elVrcceiv-rcceivrecciv-recciv<. .elV-

j

--

j Ing former CCanadiannadlan JusticeJu'tlceJutlce' Thomas R . BcrgcBcrger's-

Ilongawaltc4
Berger'sBergersBcrger'sBcrgers''ss's-

longawaited entitledenttlled ""VillageVillage Journey " this-

week

tluthis
jIlong-awaltc4Ilongawaltc4Ilongawaltc4reportlongawaitedreportIong-awalte4Iongawalte4long-awaitedlongawaited-- report

week .,. A pressprebs conference hahas been,, scheduledsthedliled forfor-

i

for
i{ MondayMondllY , September 16 , in AnchorageAnhrnge, (! for (officialofficial-

release

, ftiel/IIftielIIftielII-

releasc
/

trelease1release Off the document-
Borger

dOlumenl-
Berger

documentdOl-umenldOlumenl-\\releascreleasc\ BergcrBergerBorger was hired by the ICC to10 conductconduci an in-

vestigative
!h-

vebtlgaUve

m'vestigati-

ve

m-mh-hin-in--
'-

vestigative
v-

estigative
',
vebtlgaUvevestigative analYanalysisls of the AlaskaAlaka, Native ClaimsClull11& Set-

lcment

Set-

Iemenl
SetSet-¬-

\tlement\IemenlIemenllcment AActllwotwo years ago ,, and his work took hits-

to

hirtihimhits
to10 5535 Villagesvillnges and communities throughoutIhroughout Alaska-

and

AlaskaAlnka,
(andmdnd the Lower 48 statestatc., . He Jilistenedtened to the testimony-

of
te'tlmony-

of
testimonyte'tlmonytetlmony'

of approximatelyapproxhnntely 1500 AlaAlaskaka NativesNauveb and non-

Natives

non-

Natives

non-

Natives

non-non-

Natives duringdunng the courcoursee of theIhe study , andund hishlbhis-

report

hlb-

reportreport is basedba ed largely on theIhe statementsstntements he heardheard-

The

heard-

The

heard-

TheThe reportrelJ(1rtrelJ1rt( , whichwhlth is pubhpublishedhed in book form ,, will-

retail

willwill-

retailretail commerciallycommerclUlly for $$16.9516.951695.. per copy and will-

not

wdl-

nul

willwdl

notnul be distributeddl'tnbuteddltnbuted' generallygenerallyuntiluntil midmldOmid'OctobermidOctober',Octobertober A-
I

AIlimite-

d

AAp
,

limited number of paperbackpuperbatk copies have been inin-

circulation

in-

olrculntioncirculationolrculntion In AnAnchoragehornge for aboutaboul aII WeekheckWee-

k"Village

heck-

"Village
week-

"Vdlnge""VillageVillage"VdlngeVdlnge Journey " is 203 pages long , cover to-

cover
10-

cover
to10

cover ,, and includesmtludes many interestingmteretmg, photographs-

of
photographsphologrnph

ofQfQfvillageofvillagevillage lifehfe in rural AlaskaAlaka, ItII takeslakes theIhe average-

reader
averageaverage-

rellderreaderrellder twoIwo Oor{ three nights of intensiveinlen'lveinlenlve' studyIludy to
11hgestI \digest\hgesthgest theIhe reportteport , and perhapsperhapb longer to ponder the-

significance

Ihe-

slgltlticance
theIhe

significanceslgltlticance of it-

There
il-

There
itilit-

ThereThere will be few surprisessurpmes in thlthis reportrelJ(1rtrelJ1rt( for those-

Who

thoM-

vho
thosethoM:

\Who\vhovho followed theIhe two-yeartwoyear- missionmion,, t>off Thomas-

Berger
ThomasThoma

BcrgerBerger and his entourageentournge . BcrgerBerger hasha been telhn-
gu

telling-

uc

tellingtelhng
uusuc alltill along througtjthrougthrough the variousvarloub mediamedlll and other-

public

otherother-

publicpublic forums whatwhal he intended to10 writewnte in hishis-

report

his-

reportreport ,, He leftloft virtually no room for speculationspeculnuonspeculnuon-

about
speculation-

aboutabout hishlb leaningslealtlngs toward Sovereignty and Tribal-

Governments
TribalTrlbulTrlbul-

GovernmenlsGovernmentsGovernmenls becausebecaube throughoutthroughoul hlhis mveinvestigationugation ,,

at leastleat., in AlaskaAlaka., ,, he eitherellher attached himselfhlmc1fvi.blyhlmc1fviblyhlmc1fvi.bly-
to

, visibly-

to

visibly.
to theIhe causecaue., beingbemg promotedpromoled by the United Tribes-

of
TribesTnbe

of AlaskaAlaka, , or they affixeduffixed themthemselvesc1ves to his mlmissionmission-

Berger's
mission-

Berger's
''lonlon'lon-

Berger'sBerger'sBergers'' report cannotcllnnol be dismisseddl'ml'obeddlmlobed' ' lightly byby-

anyone
by-

anyoneanyone directly or indirectly affectedaffecled by ANCSA *,

''ecauecaufeecausebecausee it luaI'aIals.lalsla&. ' rereflectionecllon of the sentimentssenliments held byby-

a

by-

aa significantslgltltieanl number of Alaska Natives wholewhol.ewhose. lives-

have

hves-

have

liveshves
have beenbeel1 influenced by an ActAcl of the UnitedUltlted States-

government
StatesStnleSStnleS-

governmenlgovernmentgovernmenl . BcrgerBerger listened'''tenedtened to10 the people , to10 their-

frustrations
theirtheir-

frUfrUfrustrationstratlons and fearfears , to10 their emottemotions<ln and anxie-

ty

anxie-

ty

anxieanxie-¬-

ty aboutnbout the future and the land . If his statisticsstatiMicstatistic , pro-

ve

pro-

ve

propro-¬-

ve soundhoundound , and thereIhere is some quequestionlton about that ,, the-

report
thethe-

reportreport will give a fair sampling of how the average-

Alaska
averageaverngeavernge-

AIIIAIIIAlaskaka NativeNlltlve livinghvlng inm rural AlaAlaskaka tcclsteelsfeels about-

ANCSA
aboutalxutalxut-

ANCSA

,

ANCSA and the corporationseorpornlions itil spawned , anrfanpanti the-

current

Ihe-

currentleuderhlp
theIhe

currentcurrentleuderhlpleadership, being provided asII we continuecontinue-

the

continue-

thethe finaltinal implementationImplementntlon of the Act , whichwhlth will-

culminate
will

, culminateculmmllte inm 1991 ,

Berger'sBergers' words in ""VillageVillage Journey " arearc notnol kind-

to

kindkmd

to10 ANCSA and the proponentproplJnentproponents Of thatthaI piece of-

legislation
<If-

letI
ofIf

letIlegislation! lallon , but no one expectedexpecled themIhem to be other-

wise

other-

WI'iC

otherother--¬-

wiseWI'iCWIiC' . Rather , his reportrelJ(1rtrelJ1rt( gives credence to10 the single-

minded
single-

minded

smgle-

mtnded

single-singlesmgle-smgle-

mindedmtnded hue and cry foffotfill re-tribalretribalre-InbahzallonreInbahzallonre-tribalizationtribalization- ization of AlaskaAlakaAlaka-
Naltves

Alaska-

Natives

,
NativesNaltves by UTAUl'AUlA' , for the rejuvenation of the IndianIndian-

Reorganization

Indian-

ReorganlwtlonReorganizationReorganlwtlon Act ,, as ititcancan be applied in our state ,

and for the declarationdeclarillton of Sovereignty by Alaska-

Natives
Alaka-

Natives

AlaskaAlaka,
Natives , AgainAgum , he was expected to10 do jUjust1 thatthaI . But-

that
ButBut-

thutthatthut is all Bereer'sBereersBerger'sBergersBerger'srepaBergersrepa'' , reportart reallyrenlly doedoes .

,

;tt-

13Cr

I

13CrBerber'sBerberser er'sers' rccpmmendationsrecQmmcndationsrecommendations , if carefully studiedbtudled , I

arcirere simply unrunrealisticahltlc and surprisinglysurpmlhglysurpristhgly glvgive the itii-

pression

Ini-

pression

InjIni-Iniitii-itii--. ,

pressionpres.onpreson. that he lacks a fundamentalfundarnenlul understandingunderstanding-

ofof oqrour systemsyslem of government .

But theIhe report itselfIMlf does at leastleat., provide ourour-

leadc.hlp
our-

leadershipleadershipleadc.hlpleadchlp. with more documentation thanthlln they hadholdhol-

dbefore

had-

before
/

before ,, and In that rerespectpect , itII could be more helpful
to10 aa degree to those whosewhobC reresponsibilityponllblhty itil has-

become
hal-

become
hashal

become to findtind remedies for theIhe legal problems of
11-

ANCSA
i

ANCSAANCSi\ANCSiANCSiThe\ The AlaAlaskaka Federation of NativesNntives , our-

corporate
ourour-

corporute
ouri

corporatecorporute aas well as culturalcaltun\llcaderscaltunllcaders\ leaders Could ,, afteraftcr all ,
77-

use

11-

uuusee allIIlIlhethe help theyIhey can getgel . ""VillageVillage Journey , "
however , shouldhould be given no more and no lesslossloss-

weight
Ie"

weightweighl than any other piece of information-
available

informationmformauonmformauon-
aVllllableavailableaVllllable
availableBergeraVllllableBerget

BergerBerget ,, inmitishis report , statesstale ""ItIt strikesstnkeb me once-

again
oncelonce l'

againIIgaln thatIhnl the attemptalternI'IalternII' to10 reproduce corporale-
Amenca

corporatecorporalecorporate-
AmericaAmericaAmenca in theseIhese sarrtllsamllsariill villages is a strangeslrange ideatdea , "

\

And so hhe", recommends turninglurmng the cloclock<,k backbalk , 'so-

to

so00-

to
11-

which

11-

which
to Speakspeok , to10 findfmd more equitableequllnble and justJUb! solutionssolutlonb ,.

which endemJentlentlupendupup clearly basedba.edbaed. on some socialistic-
notion

socialisticocrnh tlctlc-

notionnotion ,.,

FormerFl'rmcrFlrmcrFprmer' CanadianCanadilin JusticeJijstice Thomas R . Berger-
comes

BcrgerBergerBerger-
colnecomescolne fromfrl1t11 a background and a. 6ountryeotintryeotintrywhereo ! ntrrntrrwherewhere-

socialism
where

socialismsocialismocluh m is better underunderstoodlood , and so hishs, rerccom-

mendations
rcqom-

mendahons
rcqom-rcqomrccom-rccomom-

mendahons
om-om-

mendahonsmendations fitiiI better from thatthnt perspectivepenpectlve ,,

We ,, howhoweverver ,, are in America - not CanadaCunada ---

where capitalismtllpllaltsm is alive and well ,. likehke it or not-

Berger's
nol-

Berger's
notnol

Berger'sBergers'' recommendationsrecommendlltlons and attendantattendllnl remarksremark ,,

looked at through an AmericanAmencan framework arc-

almost
arc-

almo
arearc

almoalmostt ""piepie in the sky ,
"" and to some of usIIIits hhis" IdOlideas-

are
ideas"

arearc strangestranl\estranle\ indeed .,

""VillageVillage Journey " willwillnono doubt be aII hot seller-

in

sellerellereller-

minm theIhe months to10 come and will probably linehne so-

meone's
so-so"so0-

meone's
0-0-¬-

meone'smeones''' pockets with a few bucks in that grand (old-

capitalistic
oldlidlid-

eapltahltlCcapitalisticeapltahltlC style of makingmllkmg a profit , but in the final-

analysis
finallinnllinnl-

analY'lbanalysisanalY'lbanalYlb' will Berger'sBergers' reportrelJ(1rtrelJ1rt( be effective or not ,

for AlaskaAlaka., NativesNntlveb7? ItIllSis , no doubt , for hlhistorylory toto-

Jrd

to-

jjJrdtydgedIe!ee-

Berger
. v-v\.-

' BergerBergervBergeris a former CanudlCanadianCanadiann JusticeJutlce, with what-

some
Whll-

tsome

whatWhllt

some considereon"dereonder" to be awesome credentialscredenltal ,, and his-

words
hihis'

words , thereforeIherefOre , shouldbhouldshouldcommandcommandcomttUlnd some thoughtful-

attention
thoughtfulthtmghtfulthtmghtful-

attentionattention BergcrBerger , however , should have been leless-

pedantic
lessss-

pedanticpedantic mIn his approachal'proochalprooch' , moremorebJecltve\!pbjective\bJecltvebJecltveobjective in hisItIS in-

vestigation
inm-

veltlglltlon
m-min-in¬-

vestigationveltlglltlon , and mOrcmore practicalprnctlcalmmin his recommen-
dations

recommenrecommen-reommen-

datlons
ommen-ommen¬-

dationsdatlons .. It seems odd thatIhat he'shesIte'sItes'' willingwllhng to10 jeopar-
dize

jeoparJeopnr-Jeopnrjeopar-Jeopnr-

dlze

¬-

dizedlze hlhis credibilitycredlblhty for thisIhls causecau'ecaue' ..

Long after BcrgerBerger iis& gongone from theIhe AlaskanAlaklln, Tun-

dra
TunTun-¬.-

dradrn ,, AlaskaAlaka, Natives will stillsltll be struggling to findfind-

answers
find-

an.werbanswersan.werbanwerb. to10 the complex problems ofofmakingmakingmakmg ANC-

SA
ANC-

SA
ANCANC-¬-

SA work for usUb , ofeffacingfacmgfacing the hard realitiesreahtlel of lifehfe .,

and of fashioningfahaoning, practicalpracllcal solutions for protecting-
our

protectingprotectmgprotectmg-
ourour landlands and our futuresfulureb .,.

The well-intentionedwellintentioned-- Wordsword of the good Justice-

Berger
Ju'tlte-

Berger
JusticeJu'tlteJutlte'

BcrgerBerger will not save us from the uncertainuncertam future-

that
futurefuture-

IhatthatIhat so many pfQf us seem to bebeafralafraidafral of IfIfwewe arearcare-

to
arc-

toto ensureenure, our ownawn destiniesdetmles, as AlaskaAlaka, NativesNnuves , aas-

well
as'

well as we humanly cancon ,, relying Uponpon our own-

strengths
ownown-

'trengths'strengths'trengthstrengths andandrecognizingrecognizing our Own weaknessesweaknesbCs ,, and-

learning
andand-

learnmglearninglearnmg from our own mlmistakestakesjtakesjillb,* itillbis aIo jobjobwewe mu,1-

do
mustmu,1mu1must-

do
.,

do for ourselvesourlelves - andnnd we had bCbestt oetgetet on with it


