
Subsistence zones rejected by Game Board I

From Our AnchorageAnchonge BureauBureau-

It's

Bureau-

It'sIt'sIts' not that fishfash and gamegame-

authorities
game-

authoritiesauthorities in Alaska do not likelike-

subsistence
like-

subsistencesubsistence hunters,, it'sits' just thatthat-

they
that-

theythey don'tdont' like the way the legis-

lature
legislegis-legis-

lature
-¬-

lature decided to protect subsis ¬.

tencetense hunters from the ravagesravages-

of
ravages-

ofof airborne and mechanIud-
sport

mechanizedmechanIudmechanized-

sportsport hunters .

Last springspringtspringtthe, the legislature

.

clarified legislation that autho-
rius

author-

izes
authorauthor-¬-

izesius the Board of Game to setart upup-

subsistence
up-

subsistencesubsistence hunting protectionprotection-
areas

protection-
areasareas in game units or subunits .

Such a zone can be created atat-

the
at-

thethe request of residentsresidenJS of aa-

game
a-

gamegame management unit ,. eithereither-

through
either-

throughthrough their local Fish &" GameGame-

advisory
Game-

advisoryadvisory committee or byby-

petition
by-

petitionpetition .

At a long session , beginningbegiMing

Marchrejectedthree29 , the Board rejectedrejected-
threethree petitions for subsistencesubsistence-
zones

subsistence-
zoneszones outright and modified twotwo-
others

two-
othersothers .

According to Board membermember-
Chuck

member-
ChuckChuck Evans , the three rejectedrejected-
proposals

rejected-
proposals

rejectedEvaniils
proposals ., all from thetheBristolBristolBristol-

Bay
BristolBristol-

BayBay regionregiontregiontwere, were unacceptable
bebecauseunacceptablebeunacceptablebecausepetitioningforau the villagersvillagen petitioning
for the zone refused to includeinclude-
Nativeselected

include-
NativeselectedNative-selectedNativeselected-- land in the zone

.

More HomeworklIomeworkhomework-
"We

lIomework-
"We""WeWeWe suggested that they taketake-

them
take-

themthem home and do some moremore-
homework

more-
homeworkhomework . They people insistedtmistedinsisted-
they

tmisted-
theythey want to keep their landslands-
out

lands-
outout of the subsistencesubsistonce ronelonecone .

They were just thrown out onon-

that
on-

thatthat basis , " Evans said .

Evans suggested the peoplepeople-
may

people-
maymay have been trying to protectprotect-
their

protect-
theirtheir guiding businessesbusintsses as well

as their (foodood source by kkeepingkeeping-

lands
<pmgpmg-

IIlandsnds in the area where guidinggUldmguiding-

couldcouldould be continuedcontinued-
The

continued-
The

continued-
TheThe other two proposalsproposals-

covered
proposals-

coveredcovered areas along the YukonYukon-

River

Yukon-

RiverRiver
River"Their

"'""TheirTheir" overwhelming proprupro-

blem
pru-

blemblem was aerialaenal huntinghunl1ng TheyThey-

feel

They-

feelfeel they'retheyre' helpless ,
,"" Evans-

commented
fcvanhamEvanshamc-

ommented
*

commented .
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In these casescases ,;' the Board
'
ofof-

Game
of-

qam.eGameqam.eqame. aagainaln avoided setting up aa-

SubsIStence
a-

subsistencesubsistence zonezone. Instead , theythey-
created

they-
createdcreated a controlledcontrolleduseuse area andand-
within

and-
withinwithin theses ' areas outlawed thethe-

use
the-

useuse of aircraft ""inin any mannmannermanner-

for
mannerrr-

forfor }thetle hunting ofofmoosemoose .""
According to Evans ,. this pro-

tects
propro-prot-

ects
-¬-

,tects the moose from overhunt-
ing

over-huntoverhuntover-hunt---- ¬.-

ing by outsiders better than thethe-

new
the-

newnew subsistence zone law .

.
""IfIf a guy has a moose aboard ,

he'sheshets' wrong . The big problem isis-

to
is-

toto get the protectionprotectiort officerofficer-
there

officer-
therethere and the people cooperatingcooperating-
with

cooperating-
withwith him ,:""EvansEvans' Evans 'said'Saidsaid-

Enforcement
.

Enforcement AidAid-

He
Aid-

He
Aid-

HeHe admitted that enforce-
ment

enforceenforce-¬.-

ment is sometimes not adequateadequate-
toto meet the need ,. but encourag-
ed

encourage-
ed

encouragencourageencourag-
.

-¬
ed local residents to be the '""eyeseyes.eyes"eyes-
and

.eyes-

andand ears" for enforcementenforcement-
officers

enforcement-
officersofficers .

''-

Game
G-

ameAlthough the Game BoardBoard-
did

Board-
diddid not like the subsustencesubsustence-
zone

subsustence-
zonezone proposals ,. Evans denied thethe-

board
the-

boardboard was unsympatheticunsympathetio to sub-

sistence
subsub-¬.-

sistence problems .

""WeWe don'tdont' like the subsis-

tence
subsissubsis-subsis-

tence
-¬-

tence zone approach that much .

It doesn'tdoesnt' do that much forfor-

them
for-

themthem ," Evans said . He addedadded-

you
added-

youyou could get the same protec-

tion
protec-

tion
protecprotec-¬-

tion under existing laws and rere-

gulations
re-

gulations
re-re¬-

gulations ""withoutwithout goinggoing-
through

going-
throughthrough this ritual . "

Evans is not the only oneone-

doubtful
one-

doubtfuldoubtful about the subsistencesubsistence-

lones
subsistence-

zoneszoneslones .

DefiningDefming SubsistenceSubsistence-

The
Subsistence-

The
Subsistence-

TheThe Department of Fish andand-

Game
and-

GameGame has long resisted creatingcreating-
aa definitiondefmition of subsistencesubsistence-
maintaining

subsistence-
maintainingmaintaining that fish and wilwillwilt<

life ' belong to everyone in thethe-

state
the-

statestate . They have managed fash-

and
fish-

and
fishfash

andassumptionthatwildlife on01)01) the assumptionassumption-
thatthat these resources mustrnust bebe-

divided
be-

divideddivided mongamongamong users on the basisbasis-

of
basis-

ofof need .

Although skirting an actual-
definition

actual-
defmition

actual
definitiondefmition of subsistence whichwhich-
might

which-
mightmight seem to give to muchmuch-
recognition

much-
recognitionrecognition to a special class ofof-

users
of-

usersusers and thus be unconstitu-
tional

unconstitu-
tional

unconstituunconstitu- ¬-

tional , the state does have aI subsub-sub-
sistence

-*'
sistence policy . Under this-

policy
this-

policy
this

policy , it is recognized that ruralrural-
residents

rural-
residentsresidents have a great need forfor-

wildlife
for-

wildlifewildlife resources and that toto-

ignore
to-

ignoreignore that need would be unun-

fair
un-un¬.-

fair .

Because of the subsistencesubsistence-
policy

subsistence-
policypolicy , and existing game laws ,

one staff member of the Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

DepartDepart-¬-

ment of Fish and Game com-
mented

com-
mented

comcom-¬-
mented , ""WeWe feel that the frame-
work

frameframe- ¬.-

work for allowing for a separateseparate-
type

separate-
typetype of use is already there-
without

there-
without

there
without infringing on the rest ofof-

the
of-

thethe pupublicbUe which has a right toto-

that
to-

thatthat reSresourceurce ."
The same staffer suggestedsuggested-

that
suggested-

thatthat the new subsistence zonezone-
law

zone-
lawlaw encouraged local people toto-

think
to-

thinkthink they can have exclusive-
use

exclusive-
use

exclusive
use of fish and wildlife .,

Allocate ResourceResource-

Despite

Resource-

DespiteDespite this doubt on the-

part
the-

part
the

part of Fish and Game personnelpersonnel-
and

personnel-
andand apparent confusion about-
how

about-
how

about
how the subsistence zones were-

to
were-

to
were

to be created , ""ItIt was up to thethe-

board
the-

boardboard as to how they want toto-

implement
to-

implementimplement this law ," the stafferstaffer-
commented

staffer-
commentedcommented . Helie concluded ,
""HowHow"flowflow do you allocateaUocate a resourceresource-
that

resource-
thatthat belongs to everyone ? "


