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ManageManage-Manage-
ment

-¬-

ment ReportReport-

c(c ) 1977 Alaska Native Founda-

tion
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tion .

The people of Port AJsworth-

say
AlsworthAJsworthAlsworth-

saysay they feel ""likelike a mouse unun-un¬-

der a rug" as they watch eventsevents-

unfold
events-

unfoldunfold in such a way thatthat-

they
that-

theythey are gradually losing theirtheir-

land
their-

landland entitlement they feel isis-

their
is-

theirtheir right under the AlaskaAlaska-

Native

Alaska-

NativeNative Claims Settlement Act..

Caught in the middle of thethe-

Cook
the-

CookCook Inlet-BristolInletBristolInlet.BristolInletBristol-. Bay boun-
dary

bounboun-¬.-

dary dispute , the three-waythreewaythreeway-
Cook

threeway-
Cook

-

Cook fnleInlett Land Swap , and thethe-

regulations
the-

regulationsregulations and land orders ofof-

the
of-

thethe Bureau of Land Manage-

ment
Manage-

ment
ManageManage- ¬-

ment , this tiny group maymay-

become
may-

becomebecome disfranchised , landlesslandless-

Natives
landless-

NativesNatives despite the clear inin-

tent
in-in¬.-

tent of the Act .

But now the mouse has de-

decided
de-

decided
de-

decided
de-de-

decided to roar . They have fIled-

a
filed

a protest with the Alaska Na-

tive
NaNa-¬.-

tivetlve Claims Appeal Board to gaingain-

entitlement
gain-

entitlemententitlement for the seven peoplepeople-
min10m theirtheu group , which is incor-
porated

mcor-
porated

incormcor-mcorincor-¬-
porated as Tanalian , Inclne .

Tanalian has done all that isis-

required
is-

requiredrequired to become a certified

group entitled to 320 acresacres-
per

acres-
perper person , or 2,2402240, acres forfor-

the
for-

thethe group . But they havehave-

gradually
have-

graduallygradually been caught in thethe-

tiderips
the-

tideripstide-ripstiderips- of politics , withoutwithout-
the

without-
thethe resources to be heard onon-

their
on-

theirtheir own behalf . Their mem-

bers
memmemomem-memo-

bers

¬-

bers are registered at-largeatlargeat.largeatlarge-. toto-

Bristol
to-

BristolBristol Bay , but their landland-

selections
land-

selectionsselections area lies wholly withinwithin-

the

within-

thethe Cook Inlet Region . FiveFive-

Cook
Five-

CookCook Inlet villages have mademade-

selections
made-

selectionsselections there .

The dilemma for TanalianTanahan isis-

that

is-

thatthat BLM regulations state that aa-

group

a-

groupgroup cannotcaMot be certified out-

of.region
out-

ofregion
out-

ofregion
out-out-

of-regionofregionof.regionofregion-. , and also there is nono-

land
no-

landland availible for them to sese-

lect
se-

lect
se-se¬-

lect inasmuch as 12a( ) village sese-

lections
se-

lections
se-se¬-

lections . To further complicatecomplicate-

thethe situation , the area occupiedoccupied-
byby Port Alsworth is involvedinvolved-

inin10 the Cook Inlet Land SwapSwap-

WIth

Swap-

withwith the federalfederaJ and statestate-
governments

state-
governmentsgovernments .

Meanwhile , the Port A-

Jsworth
AlA-

lsworth
AJ-AJAl-Al¬-

sworth people have been leftleft-

out
left-

outout of allaU the negotiationsnegotiations-
which

negotiations-
whichwhichwhichsoso profoundly affectaffect-
them

affect-
themthem . Everyone involved in thethe-

matter
the-

mattermatter seems to believe thatthat-

Tanalian
that-

tanalianTanalian has a right to the smallsmall-

acreage
small-

acreageacreage entitlement of a bonabona-
fide

bona-
fidefide group , but various compli-

cations
complicompli-¬.-

cations piled on previous comp-
lications

comp-
lications

compcomp-¬-

lications seem to always halthalt-

the
halt-

thethe workings of justice for thethe-

seven
the-

sevenseven people of Port Ms-

worth
AlsMs-Ms¬.-

worth .

Just what it will take to unun-

ravel
un-

ravel
un-un¬-

ravel the tangled threads ofof-

circumstance
of-

circumstancecircumstance that have pushedpushed-
them

pushed-
themthem into a cornercomer is not known ,

but it is Bristol Bay'sBays' hopehope-
that

hope-
thatthat their protests with ANCANCABANCAB-
can

ABAB-

cancan be a first step in that didi-

rection
di-

rection
di-di¬-

rection. .
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