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AEC Will Consult NativesNatives'lfNativeslf' If Remote BlastBlast-PlannedBlastPlanned,- Planned



-tt-' .
AEC ToT TestTest-
Drill

Test-
DrillDrill NorthNorth-
Slope

.
Slope in AprilAprilT-

heThe AtomicAtomic EnergyEner gy ComCom-Com-
mission's

Com-
mission's

¬-
mission'smissions' exploration 9/1919fign/ thethe-
North

the-
NorthNorth Slope is only a backupbackup-
for

backup-
forfor the Amchitka site , andand-
full

and-
fullfull public discussionsdi scussions willwill-
be

will-
bebe held before any testingtesting-
would

testing-
wouldwould be started in that area ,

said an AEC spokesman .

H.GHG. . Vermillion , PublicPublic-
Information

Public-
InformationInformation Director of thethe-
AEC

the-
AECAEC Nevada OperationsOperations-
office

Operations-
officeoffice , said that the ComCom-Com-
mission

Com-
mission

¬-
mission would start drillingdrillin g aa-
small

a-
smallsmall test hole this April inin-
the

in-
thethe Northern foothillsfoothills of thethe-
Brook

the-
BrooksBrooksBrooks Range , about 50 milesmilmiles-
southeast

eses-
southeastsoutheast of Point Lay .

(continuedcontinuedonon Page 6)6)



AEC To . Testco-
ntinued

Test . ,. . -

(continuedeontinued fromkom Page I1)11-

)This

) ' , ' ,

This hole would be dug-
solely

dugdug-
solelysolely to see . iff thengroundthegroundthe °--groundgroundground-ground-
there

,-

'theretbretb re is '-suitabls-uitabl'suitable ' forfor-forunder'- underunder-underunder-
ground

¬.- '

groundnucleargroundgroundnudnuclearnudearnudnucleartestingear testing-testing.- . AtAt-
the

tt-
thethe samessameme timettiletpe *; several test-
holes

test
,

holes would be dug atat;:' Am-Am-Am-
chitka

Am-
chitka

Am-
chitka

--.

chitka Island in ' the AleutiansAIeutiansAleutians.

If the ., Amchitka '-sites-ite'site '_ is .'
useable , allll , AlaskanAIaskanAI askan testing-
wouldbe

testing , _ _ _

wouldwould-wouldbewould-bewouldbe- be donedondontherethere-there- '. ReasonsReasons-
for

ReasonsR s ssf-
orfor not using a site includeinclinclude-
water

dede-
waterwater at thet4e bottom of the-
hole

thethe-
holehole and excessiveexcess ve heat at thethe-
bottom

the-
bottombottom of the hole.. - ';

The excessive heat isis-isisgenis-gen-isgenisgen-
erally

- gengen-gengen-
er.aUy

¬-:-
erallyer.aUyeraUy. a result of volcanicvolcavolcanic-
activity

1i
activity . Since AmchitkaAIlchitka ' is-
in

isis-
inin a regionr gion ofofvolcanicvolcanic activactiv-activ-
ity

activ-
ity

¬-
ity , the North Slope site is-
being

isis-
bbeingb iqg

_ consideredas. consideredCQu.siCQusi. dered as an alteralter-alter-
native

aI te'¬-
native . '

Vermillion said thattht thethe-
atomic

the-
atomicatomic ,- tests would ,. be held-
far

heldheld-
farfar undergroundunder groWld . ExperienceExpExperience-
with

riencerience-
withwith over 200 tests had shownfshownshown-
no

-

no troubletroublewithtrouble.with-.radiationtroublewith-.radiationtroublewith-radiationtrouble.withjadiationtroublewithjadiation-withwith-. . radiation reachreach-reachreach-
ing

reach-
ing

-¬- ,

ing the surface ._ when suchsuc-hsuchsuch-
deep

- -

.-when
w-hen

deep tests werewexe heldheld , hehh'sait-

L'-
saitL

s-

aitL
'
saicLsaid. ' ,

He saidthatyinsasanddth'at'iiIdthatiiI;that'inthatin' :
, ''' two 'shallowshallow'ssshallow-

tests
' 1l w-ww-

tests

- - --
.

tests , somesomeradiationradiation-radiation- waswas-
vented

was-
ventedvented to the surface . ThisTillsTills-
consisted

This-
consistedconsisted mainly ofofradioradioradio-radio-
active

radio-
active

¬-
active gases .

Of these gases , only ,. thet.het.he-
iodine

the-
iodine

.:
iodine vaporvaPor would be takentaken-taken-
into

taken-
into

-

into the food supply. InInthethe-the,- the-
two

the-
two
.-into
i-
nto.-
-twotwotwo cases , the amount

. ofofof-
radiation

of-
radiationradiation reaching

,
theth publicpublic-

inin this way"way" wetswaswwasnegligibles/negligibrnegligibrsnegligibr/- negligible-negligible-negligiblenegligible-
The

. -.

TheTheheavier. heavier '-elementse-lements'-elementse-lements'elementselements' , such asasas-
strontium

as-
strontiumstrontium , were filtered butout'-outo-ut' ..

If it looks
'-as
a-s'as thoughthoughventventvent-vent-

ing
vent-

ing
¬-

ing would ' occuroccur , no teststests-
would

tests-
wouldwould be run at a-aasite- site.. As aa-
further

a-
furtherfurther precuation , he said, no -

tests would be runron when can-cancan-
bou

carl-carlcari-caricarl-
bou

cari-
bou

--*'

bou or other animals: were-
close

were ..

close to the test site. _- _

The North Slope
, was ' lessless-

desirabl
less-

desirabledesirabledesirable than AmchitkaAmchitka be-
cause

bebe-bebe-
cause

-¬- '"

cause of the greater expenseexpense-
of-ofof-_ ofsettingof--setting-ofsettingofsettingupof-settingup-facilities-thereofsettingupfacilitiesthere--setting-setting- settingup-- up-upupfacilitiesthereupupfacili-facilifacili-- facilitiestheretieg"1hertieg1her"- ,
Vermillion said . This expense-
would

expenseexpense-
wouldwould alsoalso ensure that they .

wouldwo d limit testing to one-
small

oneone-oneone-
small

-

small area serviced from oneone-
base

one-
basebase camp .

The tests would be held to-
test

toto-
testtest nuclear warheads for ourour-
National

our-
NationalNational defense , he contincontin-contin-
ued

¬-
ueduel . There is no connection."
with the planplan-toplanto'-" to blastblastatatat-
CapeCapeCage Thompson ; the Cape waswas-
not

was-
notnot considered for these tests. - - ,-

The testing program wouldwould-
involve

would-
involveinvolve about 350 people ,

full-timefulltime-- , with 600 beingbeing-
presentpresent for a nuclear test .
Most of those would have to-toto-
be

to-
be

--

be experts "' from Outside , butbut-
thethe AEC has had talks with-
State

withwith-
StateState officialsofficial s about employemploy-¬-
ingemployingemploywAlaskans..

Vermillion said that thethe-
previous

the-
previousprevious test at Amchitka hadhad-
not

had-
notnot disturbeddi sturbed the sea ottersotters-
there

otters-
therethere , and a survey of otherother-
wildlifewildlife had not shown any
harmanyharmanye. In one test in Nevada,1Nevada1NevadaNevada,, '°

several cows stood over a '

deep test without any illill-
effects

'
effects .

Nevertheless , he saidthaLsaiJilhaLsaid thaL_ ,. __- _

the AEC wouldwoul d hold fullfull-
public

full-
public- discussions with thethe-
residents

the-
residentsresidents if it decided to testtest-
at

test-
atat the North Slope site..


