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EditorialEditorial-Edi torial-rial-EditorialArerialAreAre Claims CloudingClouding-
NonNativeNon-NativeNonNative- Land Titles?

In his speechspeechonon NativeHative landlandclaimsclaims last TuesdayTuesda ) ,

one of the first thingsthir,1gsthir1gs, Governor Walter J . HickelHickelpointedpointedpointed-
outout was the clouding of titledtitlednonnativenon-nativenonnative- lands if thosethose-
lands

those-
landslands were locatedocatedAocated in native claims areas .

The statement smackedsmackedofof beingbeingmademade to cast aa-

ucloud

a-

"cloud"cloudclouducloud" " over the landlandownershipownership by the non-nativesnonnatives- .

ThisThi s wouldwoul d have been radilyradi Iy acknowledgedacknowl edged by anyone ifif-

nonnative
if-

nonnative
if-

nonnativenon-nativenonnative- landlandownersowners all had "tentativetentative" " titles . SinceSince-
great

Since-
greatgreat many of0ofourfourour non-nativenonnativenon-nnonn- atiativeve friendsfri en ds have patents on theirtheir-
lands

theithei-

lands
their-

lands
r

lands , we doubt very much that their patented propertiesproperties-
wouldwould be affected by native claims . The same is true inin-

the
in-

thethe case of those landsandsIandsI the State has withdrawn so farfar-
and

far-
andandandpatentedpatentedpatentedunderunder the provision that the state governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

¬-

ment has the right to withdraw 103103millionmillion acres of thethe-
socalled

the-
socalledso-calledsocalledsocalledpublic- public lands .

The patented landsendsIendsI , whether State or private , areare-
legally

are-
legallylegallylegallyrecordedrecordedrecordedandand it is very doubtful the native peoplepeople-
cancan do anything about them except obtain compencompensationcompensationf-
rom

sationsationf-
romfrom the Federal GovernmentGovernm nt . Furthermore , it seems quitequite-
clear

quite-
clearclear that there wouldwouldnotnot be roadblocks to prevent devdev-dev-
e'opment

dev-
elopment

¬-

elopmente'opmenteopment' of legally patented lands .

Governor HickelHickelseemsseems to be adding fuel to the neganega-nega-
tive

nega-
tive

¬-

tive publicity that was launchedlaun ched by W.CWC. . Arnold in hishis-

treaties
his-

treatiestreaties on native landlandclaimsclaims and in whichwnich he stronglystrongly-
stated

strongly-
statedstated that the claims wouldwouldseriouslyseriously retard the d'evelop-d'evelopdevelopdevelop-d'evelop-

ment

develop-

ment

develop-

ment

'; -

ment of Alaska . This publicity has been well thought outout-
and

out-
andandandskillfullyskillfully dispensed , so muchmuchsoso , that it is beginningbeginning-
toto create a backlashbacklashagainstagainst the native people who , asas-
original'" original inhabitants of Alaska , are experiencing andan d havehave-
experienced

have-
experiencedexperienced for centuries an ominous cloudcloudoverover theirtheir-
rights

their-
rightsrights to the lands .


