
, GOV .. NICKEL'SNICKELSHICKEL'SHICKELS'' TUESDAY SPEECH
- - ,

(Editor'sEditors'' Note :; The'i'heihe' '

le following-
is

followingfollowing-
is

followinglotlowtnglotlowtng-
isis Gov . Walter J . nickel'snickelsHickel'sHickelsHickel's-
speech

Hickel's-
speech

'
speech on Native land claimsclaims-
in

claims-
inin its entirety . The speechspeech-
was

speech-
waswas heard throughout thethe-
state

the-
statestatestate last Tuesday . )

#* '.- * *

This is Governor Hickel.. II-
would

I-
wouldwould like to talk to you forfor-
few

aa-
fewfew minutes aboutabort native landland-

JJ: claimsclaims-claimslaimsclaims--claimsclaims- - claimslaims that affectaffect-
you

affect-
youyou already or could affectaffect-
you

affect-
youyou in the near future .

Recently , various groups ofof-
our

of-
ourour native people havehave-
claimed

have-
claimedclaimed that they own parts ofof-
our

oo-
ourour state and they have filedfiled-
notice

filed-
noticenotice of their claimscl aims with thethe-
Federal

the-
FederalFederal Bureau of Land ManT\.1an-T.1anT.1an1anT.1a-
nagement

Man-ManMan-
agement

\. ¬-
agement . Property that youyou-
own

yoyo-
own

u
own or lease may be in anan-
area

an-
areaarea that they have claimed .

This is the greatest state inin-
the

in-
thethe union with an area ooff
586,400586400586,400square, square miles . RightRight-
now

Right-
nownow our native people havehave-
claimed, claimed that they own 400,000400000400,000-
square

400,000-
square

,
square miles of it, or approxapprox-approx-
imately

approx-
imately

¬--
imately 686H6S per cent . .,

Their claims are against the-
Federal

thethe-
FederalFederal government and I dodo-
not

do-
notnot opposeoppo se them . In fact , II-
have

I-
havehave actedactedandandwiUandwilland willwiUwiUcontinuewillcontinuecontinuecontinue-
toto act so that our nativenatinative-
people

veve-
proplepeopleprople will get a quick , fair-
and

fairfair-
andand just determination of their-
land

theirtheir-
landland claims . In the past suchsuch-
claims

such-
claimsclaims have taken 35 years oror-
more

or-
moremore to jesolve.resolveresolve. . The nativenative-
people

native-
peoplepeople of Alaska deservedeserve-
quicker

deserve-
quickerquicker action than that , anan-
we

andand-
we

I

we willwillseesee to it that they getget-
it

get-
it

t
it. We willalsowill also protect thethe-
property

thth-
property

e
property rights of all AlaskansAlaskanAlaskans-
native

Alaskan-
native

s
native andandnonnativenon-nativenonnative-- alike .

If you own property in anyany-
of

anan-
of

y
of the areas that are claimed ,
I am sure you know that thethe-
native

thth-
native

I

native claims cast a cloud onon-
your

oo-
your

n
your title to the landland-alanda- a cloudcloud-
which

clouclou-
which

d
which could affect the futurefuture-
value

futurfutur-
value

e
value of the land itself .

These claims , sometimessometimesomsometime-
L

timestimes-
called

s
called Indian Title, couldcould-
cover

coincoin-
cover

L

cover the wholewhol e state in thethe-
future

thth-
future

e,

future , andandnandnotnotnnott only will thethe-
make

theythey-
make

y
make it difficult to sell propprop-prop-
erty

propro-
erty

p-¬,

ertystrongbrakebut they will put a strongstronstron-
brake

g
brake on any person or comcom-com-
pany

¬-_

- pany that wants totr< develop itit-
Because

.
Because the ownership is un-
certain

unun-unun-
certain

¬-
certain , people will be relucreluc-reluc-
tant

reluc-
tant

¬-.

tant to buy land or to lease itit-
as

i bb-

asas long as these claims rere-rere-
main

re-
main

-¬-
main unsettled .

As you can see , native Ianlandland-
claims

II-

claimsclaims can create an ex-exex-
tremely

ex-
tremely

ex-exex-
tremely

--,

tremely difficult situation foforfor-
all

L

_

allallofof the people in the StateState-
of

StatStat-
of

e.

of Alaska , one that couldcould-
seriously

coin II-

seriously
1

seriously hurt our growth andand-
development

an II-
development

1

development .

x#( We have already taken stepsstep ss-
to

;

to avoid that difficultdifficultsituasitua-
tion

situasitua-situa-
tion

¬--.

tion , andandwewe are working onon-
comprehensive

aa-
comprehensive

a-
comprehensive

L

comprehensive, positive ¬-_.propro-propro-
gram

pro-
gramgram that willwillserveserve the bestbesbest-
interests

I::

interests of the State oo-
Alaska

ofof-
Alaska

?

Alaska andan d allal I its people .
In the present situation thethe-

natives
thth-

natives
e;

natives-natives- have filed their claimsclaims-
against

claimclaim-
against

s.

against the Federal govern-
ment

governgovern-govern-
ment

¬-
ment . These claims includeinclude-
Federal

incluinclu-
Federal

dee
Federal lands and they inin-inin-
cl

in-
elude

¬-
cludeeludecl ude landI and disposeddidispospo sed ofof-
third

toto-
thirdthird parties : homesteadshomesteads-
state

,
state lands , patentedpatentedminingpatentedmininminingmining-
claims

mininminin-
claims

g

claims , and the like .
Our natives claim , andand-

"Indian
underunder-

"Indian
.

"IndianIndian" Title ," that the landland-
is

lamlam-
is

d[

is theirs because they havhav-
used

havehave-
used

e>

used it and occupied ititHsince"sincesinceHsince"sinesineHsince-
time

"sine-
time

" e;

time immemorial "" hundreds ofof-
years

oo-
years

f
years before the United StatesStateStates-
purchased

State-
purchased

s,

purchased Alaska from RussiaRussiRussi-
How

a.u.
How do I feel about thesethesthes-

claims
es

". claims ? I do not oppose thethe-
right

thth-
right

e.

right of. the natives to filefile-
their

file-
their

e
their claims . IIonlyonly opposeopposoppose-
the

oppos-
the

e
the danger that will be createdcreated-
by

createcreate-
by

d1

.
by not settlingsettl ing them quicklyquicklquickl-
and

y'
and fairly . The claims createcreate-
a

treattreat-
a

e!

a problem that affects aaJL,aj , ,

Alaskans1Alaskans, native andandnouandnononew-newnour-1*''

1

native alike , and as GovernorGovernor-
ofof Alaska IwillI will do everythingeverything-
II can to solve that problemproblem-
with

problem-
withwith fairness and justice .
Where our native people havehave-
just

have-
justjust and legally supportablesupportable-
cl

supportable-
claimsclaimscl aims for compensation ww-
willwill do everything possible toto-
prcmotepromoteprcmotejustdeterminationtheir speedy and just
determination .

Many people believe thatthat-
the

that-
theCongresswillthe United States CongressCongress-
willwill have to pass a specialspecial-
law

special-
awlawl aw before any native landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims can be determine-
legallylegally . We agree that FedFed-Fede-
ra1

Fed-
eral

--¬
eralera1 legislation may be nee-neenec-necnee-

No
nee-

Now
nec-

Now
--

NoNoww , along that line the-
Alaska

thethe-
AlaskaAlaska Federation of NativeNative-
Associations

ativeative-
AssociationsAssociations has proposedproposed-
aa billbill-onebillone-- one that has been pubpub-pub-
licly

pub-
licly

-¬-
licly supported by AttorneyAttorney-
Stan

Attorney-
StanleyStanleyStan! ey McCutcheonb9cCutcheon , who rere-rere-
presents

re-
resents

-¬-
presentspresents severalseveralnativenative groupsgroupgroup-

Since
s.

Since all AlaskansAtaskans may bebe-
directly

be-
directlydirectly affected by nativenative-
land

native-
landland claims in the future , II-
want

I-
wantwant everyone to understandunderstanunderstand-
what

understan-
what

d
what this proposed billbillwouldwouldwould-
do

would-
dodo . Then Alaskans may dedde-dede-
cide

¬-
cide for themselves whetherwhether-
this

whether-
thisthis proposed billbilloror possiblypossibly-
some

possibly-
somesome other bilobile shouldshould-
supported

bebe-
supportedsupported..

The bill proposed by thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Federation of NativeNative-
Associations

Native-
AssociationsAssociations wouldwoul d force our-
selection

ourour-
selectionselection program to a halthalt-
in

halt-
inin any area where a claimcl aim hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen filed . Under the State-StateState-
hood

State-
hood

--
hood Act we have beenbeen-
allowed

been-
allowedallowed 25 years to selec-
approximately

selectselecselect-
approximately

t
tn

approximately 103 millionmillion-
acres

n
acrescres of Federal landI and asas-
statestate property . We have 1717-
years

11-

years
7

years left and only 17 per centcent-
of

tenten-
of

7t
t

of that acreage has beenbeen-
selected

been-
selectedselected . IfIfnativenative groupsgroups-
continue

groupgroup-
continue

s,

continue to file claimscl aims untiluntil-
the

until-
thethe entire state is blanketed ,
our landlandselectionselection programprogram-
wouldwould be completely halted..

Beyond that , those claimsclaim-
sll

claims-
might

s
mightll glit prevent the Federal-
government

FederalFederal-
governmentgovernment from issuing oiloi.IoiIoi.I-
and

oil-
and

.

grantinglandand gas leases or grantinggranting
land for power sites , airair-
ports

air-airair-
pprts

air-
pprts

-
pprtsports , schoolsschool s , highway right-rightright-
ofway

right-
ofway

right-
ofway

-
of-wayofway- and homesteads .

Another part of this pro-propro-
posed

propro-pro-
posed

-¬

posed billbillwouldwouldwouldchangechange'change' thethe-
law

the-
lawlaw to give the Federal CourtCourt-
of

Court-
of

t
of Claims the exclusiveexclusive-
authorityauthority to determine whether-
the

whetherwhether-
thethe natives of AlaskaAIaskaAI aska havehave-
Indian

have-
Indian

e
IndiantheyclaimTitle to the lands thethe-
claim

theyy,

claim . UntilUntilnownow only thethe-
Congress

the-
Congress

e,

Congress has been able to dodo-
that

do
that .

This proposed bill grantsgrants-
the

grants-
the

s.

the Court of Claims authoritauthorit-
to

authorityauthority-
to

y-

to give the natives ownershipownership-
of

ownership,

of the land where .Federally-FederallyFederally-
held

Federally-
held

Federally-
held

-_-
held land has been claimed i

'.
Never before in the historyhistory-
of

histor y
,'

of the United States has thethe-
Court

e
Court of Claims been givengiven-
power

givett-
power

:

power to award ownership ofof-
land

o ff-
Land

?

landlandonon Indian claims . Up toto-
thisthis time the Court has mademade-
only

madmad-
only

ek

only monetary settlements-
We

settlements .
We see then that under thisthichithi-

this
s,

this proposed bill a statestate-
selection

scatscat-
selection

e
selection of land , a homesteadhomesteahomestead-
patent

d[

patent or any Federal landIaniIIanIan-
transaction

aniani-
transaction

[

transaction would be heldheldupupuu-
in

p,

inupinthe area of any native landland-
claim

land-
claimclaim , andandwewe see that ififaif-
claim

if-
claim

ai

claim is determineddetermi ned to bebe-
valid

e
valid , the native group in-inin-
volved

in-
vol

in--
volvedvolvolvedwouldved would be given owner-ownerowner-
ship

owner-
ship

-_.
ship of the land .

That ownership wouldwouldwipwipewipe-
out

wipe3
out forever any future statestate-
land

std 9

landlandselectionselection or homesteadhomesteahomestead-
in

d\
in the area where a claim waswas-
recogni

w as3
recognizedrecogni zed .

Where the Federal govern-governgovern-
ment

govern-
ment

gover n--
ment has lrealreadyady disposed ofof-
I

if
landI and to a third partyparty-whetherpartywhetherparty-whethwhethpartywhether-
it

-whethererr
it bebeaa miner , a trapper , oror-
youthis

>r
youyou-thisyouthis-- this billbillsuggestssuggests some-somesome-
thing

some-
thi

som e-e-3-3-
thingthi ng different.. If "IndianIndian"Indian-
Title

"""IndiIndi"Indi-
Title

anin
Title " is held valid in thesethe se

cases , the Indian groupgroup-
making

group-
makingmaking the claim would be-
given

bebe-
givengiven the fair market value '' ofof-
the

of-
the

of-
thethe landI and at the time it was-
disposed

waswas-
disposeddisposed of by the United "'

States .
s We have used the term-

"Indian
termterm-

"Indian"IndianIndian" Title" severalsevera1 times .

This title to the land isis-
cl

is-
claimedclaimedcl aimed , according to thethe-
proposed

the-
proposedproposed bill , "byby" virtue ofof-
aboriginal

of-
aboriginalaboriginalaboriginaluseuse and occupancyoccupancy-
ofof such lands from time im-imim-
memori

im-
memorial

--
memorialmemoriale."' ,

"UseUse"UU" se and occupancy " hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen a standard test in mat-matmat-
ters

mat-
ters

mat-
ters

-
ters like this for some time.

WhatWhat it means , simply
, , isis thatthat-

aa stranger walking over thethe-
land

the-
landland in question could see aa-
smokehouse

a-
smokehousesmokehouse , or a dock piling ,
or some other indication thatthat-
the

that-
thethe landlandwaswas in use andandoccuoccu-occuoccu-
pied

--

pied.

This has always been thethe-
accepted

the-
acceptedaccepted test in the past . II-
fully

I-
fullyfully support it and I urgeurgBurgethat-thatthat-, that-
our

that-
ourour native people be givengiven-
full

given-
fullfull title to lands in everyevery-
case

every-
casecase where their claim quali-qualiquali-
fies

quali-
fies

-
fies under the existing stan-stanstan-
dards

stan-
dards

-
dards ofofuseuse and occupancyoccupancy-
laidlaid down by our courts . II-

further
I-

furtherfurther urge that all legallegalobob-obob-
stacles

ob-
stacles

ob-
stacles

--

stacles that keep them fromfrom-
getting

from-
gettinggetting full title to their landland-
in

land-
inin this fashion be femoved .
'. However , the proposed bill-
would

billbill-
wouldwould extend "IndianIndian" Title"
to other lands by changingchanging-
the

changing-
thethe application of the use and-
occupancy

andand-
occupancyoccupancy test . Under thisthi ss-
proposedproposed bill Indian TitleTitle-
wouod

Title-
wouodwouod be given lands wherewhere-
they

wherwher-
they

e
they were abandoned by thethe-
nativesnatives of Alaska involuntarinvoluntar-involuntar-
ily

involuntar-
ily

¬--
ily or abandoned because "oo"o-
lack

," ofof-
lack

f
lacklackofof game or other changedchanged-
conditionsconditions not under theirtheir-
control

their-
controlcontrol..

What this means is that ii-
someone

ifif-
someone

f
someone huntedhuntedmoosemoose aroundaround-
AnchorageAnchorage or FairbanksFairban ks 22-
years

200200-
yearsyears ago or chased migra-migramigra-
tory

mi gra-gragrat-
ory

gra-
tory

---
tory caribou over land that nono-
longer

no-
longerlonger supports cariboucarl rou graz-grazgraz-
ing

graz-
ing

-
inging,, a native group couldcould-
claim

could-
claimclaim that land today .

-

At present some 686B % ofofourourour-
state

our-
statestate is claimed by variou-
native

variousvariouvarious-
native

s
native groups .

The proposed bill I am talk-talktalk-
ing

talk-
ing

talk-
ing

-
ing about would allow anotheranother-anotheanother-
three

anothe-
I

r-
three yearsyears-oryearsor--or four , if a timetime-
extension

tim eI

extension couldcouId be justifiedjustified-justified-
for

justified-
for

-
for further claimscIaimscI aims to be filedfiled-
This

.
ThisThi s drasticallydrastica1Iy changeschangechanges-
present

s
present Federal law .

It .alsoalsoaIso.,, aI so provides that nn-
filing

nono-
filing

o
filing or otherototherer fees shallshall-
paid

bebe-
paidpaid to the government .

But incidentally , it providesprovideprovides-
that

s
that the attorneys for thethe-
variousvarious groups shall get a feefee-
of

fee-
of

e
ofofupup to 10 % of the amount rr-
covered.Those

re-rere-
covered

rec-
overed

e-e-- ¬,
coveredcovered.ThosecoveredThose.Those attorneysattorneys--attorneysattorneys-attorneyss-
ome

attorneys-
some --_ ___

some of whom wrote this pro-propro-
posed

pro-
posed

pro-
posed

--
posed billbill-standbillstandbillstanda--stand a chance oo-
becoming

ofof-
bec

f
becomingbec ming the biggest privateprivatprivate-
land

e
land holders in the UniteUnitedUnited-
States

United-
States

d
States .

Many concernedconconcernedcitizencerned citizenscitizencitizens-
have

citizen-
have

s
have askedaskedmeme to state mymy-
positionposition on this bill and on-
the

onon-
thethe native landlandclaimsclaims issue .

.

As for thisthi s bill , IIopposeoppose it .

ItIf could stalemate our landland-
selectionselection program and keepkeep-
thethe Federal government from-
issuing

fromfrom-
issuingissuing-issuingissuingoil-' oil and gas leases ,
and from granting land forfor-
power

for-
power

for-
powerpower sites , airports , schoolsschools ,

highway right-of-wayrightofway-- - andand-
homesteadshomesteads .

As for the native landland-
clclaimscl aims issue , therethreth re are sev-
eral

sevsev-sev-
eral

¬-
eral points I will touch onon-
brieflybriefly .

Some&>me irresponsible peoplepeople-
readypeopleaalreadyaready have tried to make aa-

partisanpartisan issue , a politicalpolitical-
footballfootball , out of the nativenative-
landland claimscl aims . They are usingusing-
thethe hopes andandaspirationsaspirations of

cour Alaskan natives for theirtheir-
own

their-
owncown ends .

IfIfwewe were concerned aboutaabout-
politics

boutbou-
tpoliticsjpolitics in this situation , wewe-
would

we-
wouldvwould have done nothing and-
and

andand-
andiand let everyone feel happy-
until

happyhappy-
untiluuntiluntiloneone day we had a crisis .
IBut I believe that the goodgoodofofof-
the

of-
thetthe entire state and allallofof itsits-
citizens

its-
citizensccitizens , native andnd non-nonnon-
native

non-
native

non-
native

-
rnative alike , is more imporimpor-impor-
tant

impor-
tant

¬-
ttant than any simple politicalpolitical-
matter

political-
matternmatter . I havehavehaveactedacted andandwillwillwill-
act

will-
actact firmly and directly tQ-

avert
totQtQ-

avertfavert any crisis . I feel it isis-
better

is-
betterbetter\ to prevent a disaster-
than

disasterdisaster-
thanthan to mop up after one .

Those who wouldwouldmakemake aa-
political

a-
politicalpoliticalp question out of thisthithis-
serious

ss-
seriousgserious matter are playingplaying-playing-
with

playing-
with

-

vwith the future of the state .
qThey are dividing the peoplepeople-
when

people-
whenvwhen what we really need isis-
unity

is-
unityuunity andunderstandingandandunderstunderstandingunderstnding.

WE DO00 NOT OPPOSE THErHErHE-
CLAIMS

THE-
CLAIMSCLAIMS( OF ALASKA'SALASKAS' NANA-NA-
TIVES

NA-NANA-
TIVES

¬--
qTIVES AGAINST THE FEDFED-FEFED-
E

¬-
jERALE tALAL GOVERNMENT .

They have every right to-
make

toto-
makermake those claims , andweand wewe-
will

we-
willvwill do everything in ourour-
power

our-
powerpower to see that there is aa-
speedy

a-
speedyspeedy< , fair and just deterdeter-deter-
mination

deter-
mination

¬-
mination\ of them .

It has been charged that wewe-
oppose

we-
apposecopposeappose the use of the Court of-
Claims

ofof-
ClaimsClaims< in this matter . That isis-
not

is-
notrnot true . We only opposeappose legleg-legleg-
islation

legi-
slation

¬-
islation
,

that will change thethethe-
historic

__.--
historic use of this court,
and, the bill I have discusseddidiscussed-
today

scussedscussed-
today
!

today doesdoe's
' just that . We will-

support
willwill-

supportsupport'

, the use of the CourtCourt-
of

Court-
ofof Claims or any court ifvitif'itifitif'it-
will

if'it-
will ''will allow the continuedcontinued-
development

continued-
developmentdevelopment( ofofourour state andand-
protect

and-
protectprotect* the interests of all of-
our

ofof-
ourour citizens .

We willsupportwill support appropriateappropriate-
legal

appropriate-
Legalilegallegalactionsactions in the FederalFederal-
courts

Federal-
courts

Federal-
courts

,

courts to test the validity ofof-
these

oo-
these

f
these claimscI aims . We will oraftdraftdrafdraft-
and

draf-
and

! t

legislalotion,
and' introduceintrodu state legisla-legislalegisla-
lation

legislal-
ation

---
lationlotion . We willwillsupportsupport anan-
action

anyany-
action

y
action' designed to bring aboutabout-
aa speedy, fair and just deter-
mination

deterdeter-deter-
mination

¬-
j

mination of the native claims .
I have hiredhiredspecihiredspecialspecialspeci aI legallegal-

counsel
legal-

counselcounselcounselandand have taken otherother-
steps

other-
stepssteps to bring togethertogether-togetherthe- thth-
best

thethe-
best

eTheywillbest miHdsmiRdsmisds available . TheyThey-
will,willwillanalyzeanalyze the present situsitu-situ-
ation

¬--
ation , andandwewe willwillmakemake concon-con-
crete

con-concon-
crete

-¬-
crete proposalspropo salsalss for action .

Every state department inin-inin-
vol

in-
volved

¬--
volvedvolved in these landlandclaimclaimsclclaimclaim-
has

aimsaims-
has

s
has been told that they areare-
matter

aa-
mattermatter of top priority .

'

We willwillcontinuecontinue to worwor-
for

workwork-
for

k
for the socialsociasocialand! andandeconomiceconomiceconomic-
betterment

economieconomi-
betterment

c
betterment of the Alaskan nana-nana-
ti

na-
tives

-¬-
tivestives , and of their fellowfellow-
citizens

fellofello-
citizens

w
citizens .

In the very near future wewe-
will

we
will put before the peoplepeopleofof-ofof-
Alaska

-oo-
Alaska

f
Alaska a specific and detaileddetailedetailed-
program

detaile-
program

d
program to carry out the prinprin-prin-
ciples

¬-
ciples I have mentioned . WeWe-
will

WW-

will
e

willwillworkwork for the good of ththethe-
state

e
state , and all its people , asas-
we

aa-
we

s
we follow our course "Nort-
to

"NorthNorth"NQrthNQrth"NortNort"NQrth-
to

" h
to the Future .""


