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DRAWS SHARP CRITICISM
NativeNa ive LeadersLLeaders-
Publicly

aders
Publiclyublicly OpposeOppose-
Hickel's

_

Nickel'sNickelsHickel'sHickelsHickel ' _StandJ1dJ1d-
Many

- -_- -
-- .ManyMany-ManyTManyT- -

:
. aspects of GovernorGoverno-

rHickel's
Governo-

rNickel'sHickel'sHickelsNickel'sNickels' speech on the NaNa-Na-
tive

Na-
tive

-¬-

tive landlandclaimsclaims broughtbrought-
sharp

brought-
sharpsharp criticism from NativeN ative .

leaders this week . Several
_.

.publiclypubliGly opposed certajjrcertcert-
commentscOI11IIentscomments! , and Ser m-
Stephan

mm-
StephanStephan , chief . of Tyonek,
sent a wire to HickelHickelaskingHickelaskingckel askingasking-
for

_

for a publicpublicdiscussiondiscussion--discussion-.discussion--.discussion.- .discussion-
between

discussion-
between

'--' - - -

between the Governor and aa-
representati

a-
representativerepresentativerepresentative of the NaNNa-NaNa-
tives

a-a-a-
ti

¬-
tivestives .

Although all applauded hishis-
statements

his-
statements

his-
statementsstatementsstatements--statementsthat-thatthat-" that the Nativesl'fativeslfativesl'fatives-
had

Natives-
had 'had a right to make thethe-
claims

the-
claims

the-
claimsclaims and that the claimsclaims-
should

claims-
shouldshould be settled quickly ,
many felt that the speechspeechC-

ontinued
speechC-

ontinued
speechC-

ontinued(ContinuedContinuedonon Page 8)8)
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did , in part , tend to create aa-
poor

a-
poorpoor public impression aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe claims .

The effect of the claimsclaims-
onon the land titles of non-nonnon-
natives

non-
nati

non-
natives

-
nativesnati ves was a major point ofof-
contention

of-
contentioncontention . In regard to thethe-
casting

the-
castingcasting of a "cloudcloud" "" on thethe-
titles

the-
titlestitles to land , FairbanksFairbanks-
Attorney. Attorney Barry Jackson saidsaisaid-
that

dd-

thatthat courts have, in pastpast-
cases

past-
casescases , found that a patentedpatented-
title

patented-
titletitle was valid..

In such cases , he said , thethe-
Natives

the-
NativesNatives would be compencompen-compen-
sated

compen-
sated

¬--
sated for the lost}Dst land , butbut-
the

but-
thethe title would be upheld .

Contrary to a statementstatement-
published

statement-
publishedpublished in the AssociatedAssociated-
Press

Associated-
PressPress report of the speech ,

this compensation would bebe-
paid

be-
paidpaid by the Federal GovernGovern-Govern-
ment

Govern-
ment

¬-
ment , not by the individualindividual-
landowners

individual-
landownerslandowners . !

Native leaders also denieddenied-
that

denied-
thatthat the claims would tie upup-
the

up-
thethe economy of the State._
Hugh Nichols of Barrow saidssaid-
that

ididt-
hatthat the governor failed toto-
understand

to-
understandunderstandunderstandoneone thing : thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Natives couldcouldsellsell the

land to homesteaders and-
businessmen

andand-
businessmenbusinessmen to help developdevelop-

the
develop-

thethe State .
Stanley McCutcheon , attorattor-attor-

ney
attor-attorattor-

ney
¬--

ney for the Tyoneks , saidsaid-
that

said-
thatthat the monetary payment forfor-
lands

for-
landslands not actually needed lor-
residences

,forlorSorSo-
rresidencesresidences or livelihoodlivelihood-
would

livelihood-
wouldwould help build up the state..
This money would benefitbenefit-
the

benefit-
thethe merchants and the bankersbankers-
of

bankers-
ofof Alaska.

,, andandwouldwould enableenable-
the

enable-
thethe NativesN atiativeve s totocarryto-carrytocarry-carrycarry--- a greatergreater-
p

greater-
partpartp art of the State'sStates' tax burden .

"AlaskanAlaskan" Natives are nownow-
paying

now-
payingpaying tax money to help paypay-
similar

pay-
similarsimilar claims in the Lower

'

48 , "' said McCutcheon . HeHe-
said

He-
saidsaid that ififsimilarsimilar paymentspaYments-
areare made to Alaskan Natives ,

this would be a valuablevaluable-
source

valuable-
sourcesource of capital for develdevel-devel-
oping

devel-develdevel-
oping

-¬-
oping the StateState-andStateandState--and---and oneone-
where

one-
wherewhere the profits would bebe-
retained

be-
retainedretained within the State .

Hickel'sHickelsNickel'sNickels' definitiondefini tion ofof-
"use"useuse"' use and occupancy " broughtbrought-
opposition

brought-
oppositionopposition from Barry JackJack-Jack-
son

Jack-
son

¬-
son , who said that' thethe-
Governor's

the-
Governor'sGovernor'sGovernors' examplesexampl es inin-inin-
cluded

in-
cluded

¬-
cluded only improvedimprovEldimprov d land .

Jackson said that thethe-
ecologicecoiogicecologic support areasareas-theareastheareasthel-arge

areasthel-
arge --the
large areas where somesome-
villages

some-
villagesvillages gather their food-foodfood-
were

food-
were

food-
were

-
were also included in aa-
court's

a-
court'scourt'scourts' determination ofof-
lands

of-
landslands that are occupied by aa-
tribe

a-
tribetribe .

He saisal d that , although thesethese-
areas

thesthes-
areas

e
areas might not have man-manman-
made

man-
made

man-
made

-
made improvements , theythey-
were

they-
werewere vital to the existenceexistence-
ofof any village . It was . mostmost-
important

most-
importantimportant that these landslands-
be

lands-
bebe under the protection ofof-
the

of-
thethe villages . .

AnAnattackattackattackonon the lawyersIIawlawyers-
who

aw ersers-
whowho represent the NativesNatives-
was

Natives-
waswas also challenged by NaNa-Na-
tive

Na-NaNa-
tive

-¬-
tive leaders . RepresentativeRepresentative-
William

Representative-
WilliamWilliam Hensley of Kotze-KotzeKotze-
bue

Kotze-
bue

Kotze-
bue

---
bue said that the proposedproposed-
I

proposed-
egi

proposed-
legislationlegislationI egi sl ation was not drafteddrafted-
byby McCutcheon , but by aa-
committeecommittee of Natives . M-
cCutcheon's

MeMcM-
cCutcheon'sCutcheon'sCutcheons' suggestion was toto-
create

to-
createcreate a commission and-
provide

andand-
provideprovide for a cashcashsettlementsettlement .

As for the lawyerslawyers becombecom-becom-
ing

¬--
ing major landowners , Hens-HensHens-
ley

Hens-
ley

Hens-
ley

--
ley said that there had been-
no

beenbeen-
nono case of obtaining land forfor-
such

for-
suchsuchservicessuchsuchserviservicesservi ces . Lawyer

Barry'BarryLawyer'Barry!)' Jackson explainedexplained-
that

explained-
thatthat , in suchsuchclaimclaimclaimcasescases , thethe-
lawyerlawyer received hi'shis' compencompen-compen-
sation

compen-
sation

-¬-
sation out of the award givengiven-
to

given-
toto the Indians .

In such cases , he said , thethe-
courtcourt wouldwouldsetset a reasonable1reasonablereasonableIreasonable-
fee

reasonable-
fee

I

fee, which could not exceedex eded-
thethe ten percent of the totaltotal-
award

total-
awardaward . Only if there were nono-
way

no-
wayway to make a cash paymentpayment-
woul

payment-
wouldwouldwoulwouldaddaa landawardland11anan ddawardaward be made;;

such landlandwouldwould be of littlelittle-
val

little-
valvalueval ue to an attorney ._

Native leaders denied thatthat-
there

that-
therethere were politics involvedinvolved-
inin the pressing of theirtheir-
claims

their-
claimsclaims . However , AttorneyAttorney-
McCutcheon

Attorney-
McCutcheonMcCutcheon replied thatthat-
"It's

that-
"It's"It'sIts" ' not my problemprobl if hehe-
didn't

he-
didn'tdidn'tdidnt' keep his campaigncampaign-
promises

campaign-
promisespromises . "

McCutcheon was referringreferring-
toto a statement by FloreFlore-
Lekanof

Flore-
LekanofLekanof , chairman of thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Federation of Native

AssociationsAssociati9ns , that Hickel hadhad-
seen

had-
seenseen the proposed legislalegisla-legilegisla-
ion

la-lala-
tion

¬--
tiontion during the campaigncamp aign and-
said

andapdapd-
saidsaid that he would support it .

McCutcheon said that-
Chief

thatthat-
ChiefChief Seraphim Stephan ofof-
Tyonek

of-
TyonekTyonek had sent a telegramtelegram-
toto Governor HickelHickelaskingaskingasking-
for

asking-
forfor a public discussiondis1lssion ofof-
the

of-
thethe matter between the-
Governor

thethe-
GovernorGovernor and McCutcheon..,

The Tyonek leaders feltfelt-
that

felt-
thatthat , while the GovernorGovernor-
has

Governor-
hashas proven his ability , he-
was

hehe-
wwaswwass either uninformeduninf rmed oror-
misinformed

or-
misinformedmisinformedmisinformedonon this subject .

Rep . Hensley , noting that-
the

thatthat-
thethe Governor said we mustmust-
sol

must-
solvesolvesol ve the claimscl aims , and AttorAttor-Attor-
ney

Attor-
ney

¬-
ney Burr said the claims areare-
invalid

are-
invalidinvalid , quippedquip.ped. thattbat hehe-
believed

he-
believedbelieved Burr probably had.had. aa-
great

a-
greatgreat deal to do with writingwriting-
the

writing-
thethe speech and Hickel did a-
good

aa-
goodgood jobjobofofofreadingreading it.

AFNAFNAA chairmancharmancha rman FloreFlore-
Lekanof

'

Lekanof stated that , "rere"re-"re-
gardless

"re-
gardless

" -¬-
gardless ofofwhatwhat the Gov-
ernor

GovGov-Gov-
ernor

¬-
ernor says on the AFNAFNAA bill ,

because of the fact that it isis-
drafted

is-
drafteddrafted to benefit the NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople in general , it standsstands-
to

stands-
toto reason that the NativeNative-
peopl

Native-
peoplepeoplepeopl e willwillsupportsupport it .

He added that SenatorSenator-
Ernest

Senator-
ErnestErnest Gruening had propro-propro-
mised

pro-
mised

¬-
mised to support the bill ,

that BobEo b BartlettBartl ett was serser-ser-
iously

ser-serser-
iously

¬--
iously studying it , and thatthat-
thethe Department of the-
Interior

thethe-
InteriorInterior reportedly waswas-
working

was-
workingworking on a similar bill to-
present

toto-
presentpresent to Congress .


