
swimmer challenges BIA to
dodosomethingforsomething for indiansindians

ross swimmer newly sworn in
assistant secretary for indian affairs in
the department of the interior invited
bureau of indian affairs employees to
share with him the challenge and op-
portunityportunity to get0 some things done for
the indian commcommunityuniti swimmer
said ththereere had been loo100too many delays

too many studies he said it was
time to set an agenda decide what
to do and to do it interior secretary
donald hodel who admiadministeredMesteredstered the
oath of office to swimmer on

december 13 described hisjobhis job as in-
teriorsteriors most difficult becausebecam it inin-
volved a broad spectrum of activities
across the country and deahwithdealtdeah with peo-
ple

I1

I1 e not just resources swimmer said
klhee would not have taken the job
without a4 comrnitmeriiffiomcommitment from thedie presi-
dent and the Secretsecretaryitry to support him

and help him provide better oppor-
tunitiestunities for the indian community
swimmer noted that for the past ten
yeaiyais he has seen the BIA from the
yiewviewpointpoint of atribata tribalatribal leader and ditit
seemed the right time to transfer that
viewpoint to the bureau he asked
bureau employees in washington and
inin the field slto help me give me ad-
vice he said he would establish a
system to allow freedom of expression
directly to the toptoo addinadding that those
who work most closely with tribes in
the field frequently have the best ideas
about what needs to be done the
assistant secretary told the BIA
employees they needed to work to
reduce tribal dependence of the
bureau then he prongpromisedsed ananytimetime
you succeed in working yourselfyourselff out
of a job 111f111 findind domedsomedsomethingng for youyotiboti
that pays twice as much


