Walter Williams was born in Sitka,
Alaska on May 24, 1919. He was the
son of Flma and Vietor Villarma.
Through his mother, he was both
Tlingit and Haida. His
were Thomas Dimitri -we),
Frank Daniels ' (Kin-du-ga) and
Katherine Daniels (Koo-teen). He was

by Mark Williams of Hoonah,
and raised in the Th?ll tradition,
After a long illness, he died in Seattle
on December 19, 1985. He is surviv-
ed by a daughter, Kathy Williams of
Fallbrooks, California and two
adopted sons, Doyle and Damon of
California.

Other survivors include his sister,
Francis Davies and a brother, Hernan-
do Villarma, both of W 1l; an
adopted sister, Annie Dick of Sitka,
and several nieces and nephews.
Funeral services were held ‘at the

Catholic Church in W , and he
" Afer tgnding Wrangel |

r attending Wrangell Institute,
he enlisted in the Navy and served in

the South Pacific in World War 1l
from 1944-46. From 194648, he at-
tended Riverside College and earned
- an Associate of Arts Degree. He then
went to Gonzaga University in
Spokane, earning a Bachelor of
Education Degree in 1953. For the
next nine years he taught in the Lower
48, and then returned to Hoonah,
Alaska. He attended Sheldon Jackson
College and the University of Alaska-
Juneau from 1970-74 ing towards

Degree. He authored

a of Arts

:Es-;ll booklets on Tlingit culture
education entitled *'A it Gent

Above Suapicllrin and ‘‘On -

classes at the University :7 Alaska -

Juneau and in the Indian Studies Pro- -

gram at the Juneau-Douglas
school. In recent years he gave guid-
ed tours of the Alaska State Museum.

Over the yetrs, Walter became 2
master storyteller and informant on
Emeulum When the State of
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Frontier was that of Keidlatk"i-eesh —
uFmofm ! ‘li ) ’

For the nast 15 vears he wak in de.
mand as a speaker and pecformer fc
and Native programs. F
in both Tlingit and Engl
presentations, he used bot
g ing immediae i

he had been

his in school, but in later I
was paid to speak Tlingit at large
public rings.

Walter was strong in the true Tlingit
tradition. His came from his
early childhood tra and pride in
who he was, his and his Tlingit-

dramatic presen-

children, adults and visitors. When he
stepped forward to speak, listene

could sense the power, strength, kind-
ness and ing which came

g

from our midst. He will be greatly




