
.-

Vr

;
..-

V
V

r

5757-

UYAANAUYAANAUYAANA-

or

UYAANAIUYAANAiI

i

M ,tMor t
,

rr- -' - - '- - -
BoOB.0B0. ",oluk/TvnGrfolukTvnGrfK-1.k/T.araK1kT.araK1.k1kT.araTara-_ . //.. TT-

Sunset
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Sunset in Nome at the beginning of the third Annual Elders ' Conference last week . More than 250 elders from across Alaska attended
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EldersEiders gather at conference in Nome
ByByBOBKOWELUKBOB KOWELUK-

Tundra

KOWEWKKOWELUKKOWEWKT-

undl'1l
ByBOBKOWELUKTundra
TundraTundl'1lTundl1l' TimTimaTime.& ReportReport-

erNOMESunlight

RtporttrReporterRtportt-

rNOMESunlight

.
NOME-SunlightNOMESunlight- casts the hunter'shunters' shadowshadow-

onon steel gray water . The air is still . SlowSlow-

moving
Slow-

movingmoving clouds form a cape around the moun-

tains
moun-

tains
mounmoun-¬-

tains in the distancedistance-

The

distance-

TheThe hunter listens intently . At first It-

sounds
itit-

soundssounds like a flute , and then like the musicmusic-

of
music-

ofof a harp . The walruses are singingsing1ng.. It is aa-

sure
a-

suresure sign that the wind is about to pick up ,

that the Bering Sea ice is moving and thethe-

northern
the-

northernnorthern migration is about to beginbegin-

For

begin-

ForFor the Eskimos living a subsistence lIfe-

style
lifelife-

style
lIfe-lIfe¬-

style , learning to forecast the weather is aa-

learned
a-

learnedlearned skill,, a necessity and a tool AndAnd-

since
And-

sincesince animalsanirrns often detect changes in thethe-

weather
the-

weatherweather before humans,, the hunter also mustmust-

leans
must-

learnteamlearnleans to understand what the animalsammals areare-

saying
are-

sayingsaying..

Toby Ahnanagsuk of Wales says he learnedlearned-

weather
learned-

weatherweather forecasting from his parents andand-

relatives
and-

relativesrelatives . At the third annual Elders ' ConCon-

ference
Con-

ference
Con-Con¬-

ference in Nome last week , he described why

A King Island dancer performs-

this

performsperforms-

thisthis skill is so important..
""WeWe have to knowknoyknow-

how

,
how to tell the weather in order to survive ,

""

he said . Knowing the weather patterns yearyear-

round
year-

roundround givesg1ves you an overall picture to guide

you in hunting and tfishingshmg or in obtaining thethe-

plants
the-

plantsplants we eat We travel to different placesplaces-

toto10 getgel outoUI toodtoadfood to eateal todatoday} and to save forfor-

the
for-

thethe winterwinterhananagsukwinterhananagsuk.saJd" \>\hananagsukhananagsuk\hananagsuk.saJdhananagsuk.saJdAhananagsuksatd.satd .

""hachhach"iachiach"EachEach: area along the coast., the ISlands-

and
islandsislands-

andand inland .areas.HeasHeas have different places "wherewhere-

we
herehere-

wewe staystaynd\"'\ndnd'ndAnd these placesplace are to our advan-
tage

advan-
tage

advanadvan-¬-
tage TheThey} are safe places near "wherehere we hunthunt-

or
hunt-

oror fish or gather plants ,:"' Ahananagsuk saId-

Flfteea
saidsaid-

Fifteen
said-

FifteenFifteenFlfteea village1vlllagevillages<; in the BenngBering Straits regionregion-
were

region-
werewere represented with over 250 elders andand-

others
and-

othersothers attendingdttendlng the ConferenceLonferenceConference-

The
Lonference-

The
Lonference-

TheThe eldddeelder-elderelderspokeen-,. spokespoke> about the past TheThe-

coming
The-

comingcoming of Chnstiamt\ChnstiamtChnstlamtChristianityChnstiamtand\} and ot01of the while-

people
whitewhilewhite-

peoplepeople was predictedpredlcteJ bb\bbybtheir\} their elderelders;; mammansmam-

yeaP.i

mans-
yearsyearsyeaP.iyeaPi. before these things came to ppapass The-

3
The-

a
The\The\.

\.\aa\33\.ayay>} that men travelingtravelmg bby>} dog teams broughtbrought-

the
brought-

thethe newsne'Ws' ol01o1 aJ religionrehglon comingcommg from easteast11\of-

the
ot\1111of1-

1thethe BeringBenng Straits region Word spread to thethe-

wesl

the-

westwestwesl and north with an excitement ,. a realiza-

tion
reall1.1-

llion
realizareall1.1l-reall1.1lrealiza-. ¬-

tionlion that the ChristianChnstlan God and theirthear tradi-

tional
tradl-

l10naJ
traditradl-tradltradi-¬-

tionall10naJ god were one and the samesame-

Continued

same-

Continued(ContinuedContmued on Page 20)20)
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heThe DiomedeDlOmede Island Dancers perform at the National Guard Armory in Nome ., Bob Ko'UkTuodKoUkTuodKa-tUk/TundraKatUkTundra,_- ' /{ . TimTimft.. Elders discuss old wavsways in Nome
, !''ueJueJrued ''nn, ..mmm Page One )

Ideldirs" tJIcdtalked, torfor four-
t

lourfour
t, ""ututdirt t'ltlthe' , hJnhanger!e InIn-

tJ'lIrl
in-

u, utJ'lIrltJlIrl, ''urturt PerhapsPerhJp' theythethey-

I

}
' 1I ,,:' outomenutvotnetcome, lodatodaytoday-

ve

)
i ' , ''eeve hekeeneenn differentdlffcrentdlffcrent-

'e','ee, w" .I.ultureIultureculture hJdhad notnot-

tt! . 1t "ever''erer 'so0 qUIlJyyutvkly}., FluFlu-

mivs

Flu-

rnle: rnlemivs' ''IlledIlledkilled mJnymany peo-

hdnges
peo-

t

peo-peo-

"

t( hdngeshinges ITlin village Itlifelife-

made
fe

- mdJemade In da mdttermatter ofof-

ww" technology came toto-

illage
to-

villages
to-

villages\villages\illageillage F-FFirearmshre-arrnshrearrnsFire-armsFirearms- ire-armsirearms- ,.

1 " . ''IngIngmgnp ,clothinglothlTlglothing ,. house0-

1

house-

t
house-

goods
house-house-

,01t ' kis' !goodsoods ., nenew", foods ,.

"bbit,itt , motors , radio , snosnowsnow-
i

snow-

ines
",

iIIt ''lineline'tinestinesines' alldll made lifeItfelife-

hut
life-

r. I r hut alldll had theirtheir-
II\" I helie old stylestyle-

ter
,

1eter'> they livedIt'edItedlivedin' inITl "were"crecrewere-

i

were-

to. i' ", , r to heathedt evenvcn "with"IthIth ada-

and
a-

t

d-

t, t , anddnd oilotl lampIJmp On thethe-

hand
the-

I, I handIrJnd it is iioodgood toto-

windows
to-

"lTldo's
to-

windows"windows"lTldo'slTldos"' to let thethe-

ht

the-

Lilt

the-

dlldllLiltht into homes andand-

vital" ,.vitalhdt is" IIJppenlTlghappening
' "."JeJe.odeode"JeVmd\\VmdVmdWindows() ", havehave-

price
have-

rr pnceprice Ititvolts,volts() , t maremoremare-

'J

more-
at'-'JJ-atat' thertheir, homehomes. nonownow-

new
"

IIee nenew" technolo-

"n
technolo\technolotechnoloi'ytechnoloiy\:', t-

mg
t-t"-,;:: ,""nnmg the ddeelders" toddtodaytoday-

S
'_. s" nIIit. "with, th tailingIJtllTlgfailing eyesighieycslghteyesighteyesight-

it

:
:; nIIit ,'see'oCeoCeee ,onlyIllyonlywith> ""ItItwithh tthehe aicaic-

z
aIdaid-

glassesz!: >. ' glassesglJ\eglJe'\ ' SomeomeomeeJI\weai\\eJIeJIwearwear-
S

eJI-

II'dnng
eJ-

Ij
rj;7S hearingII'dnngIIdnngbearing,' aidesJldeaide-aideaidedentures-, dentures ot-

j
or-

have

or-

t
otor

jt havehnchavefeel,
-steelqeel-feelfeel, prnpins in10 theirthen hiphipships-

In

:

= totrIn> help to support thethenthell' r
bodIes-

g
bodiesbodies-

V
:! bodiesfhe

V-gg-g Thefhe new technology ii-

f

nIS

f((22.:°22helpinghelpinghelpmg tthjcmthtemem inITl their sub-

Page

sub-

Page

sub-sub -.
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'sistence'tstencetstence lifestyleItfestyle also ""II"I-

think
[

thmthink, iftf IIwerewere livingItvrng inm thethe-

old
the-

oldold style way IIwouldwould notnot-
be

not-
hebehe able to stillsltll hunt andand-

fish
and-

fishfish travel from place toto-

place
to-

placeplace and do all the thingsthmgsthmgs-
I

things-
I1I used to be able to dodo-

when",whenhen 1I was younger , ""II"I-

overheard
"I-

overheardoverheard an eldeelder, saysay-

dunng
say-

duringduringdunng a small group sessIOn-

on
sessionsession-

onon currents andandIceice move-

ments
move-

ments
movemove- ¬-

ments inITl the BenngBering StraitsStraits-
"Right

Straits-
"Right

Straits-
"Right""RightRight now I am 65 yearsyears-

old
years-

oldold and stillstili hunt and fishfish-

with
fish-

withwith the help of my snowsnow-

machines
snow-

machmesmachinesmachmes I use a gasgas-

powered
gas-

poweredpowered ice auger to dnll-

holes
drilldnlldrill-

holesholes through the ice I useuse-

eye
use-

eyeeye glasses and a pair ofof-

binoculars
of-

blTlocularsbinocularsblTloculars to help me see ''
I11mhis year'syears' BenngBering StraIts-

regIOn

StraitsStraits-

regionregion Elders conferenceconference-

waswas sponsored by Kawerak ,.

Inc ., the Native non-profitnonprofitnonprofit-
corporation

nonprofit-
corporation

--
corporation therethere-

UnIty
there-

Unity
there-

UnityUnity , understandingunder\tandmgundertandmg\ andand-

trust
and-

trusttrust were the themes ofof-

thIs

of-

thisthis year'syears' conferenceconference-

Some
conference-

SomeSome 3434individualsindividualsIndtvlduals andand-

businesses
and-

busrnessesbusinessesbusrnesses supported thethe-

conference
the-

conferenceconference ,. a communIty-

effort
communitycommunity-

efforteffort with SOHIO AlaskaAlaska-

providing
Alaska-

provldmgprovidingprovldmg the travel foiforfor-

elder
for-

elderselderselder\elderelderthe\ , the Alaska StateState-
CouncIl

State-

CouncilCouncil of the Arts pro-

viding
pro-

vld
propro-¬--

vldviding109 travel for the dancedance-

groups
dance-

groupsgroups ,. the national guardguard-

and
guard-

andand the Northwest Commu-

nIty
Commu-

nity
CommuCommu-¬--

nity College providingprovldmg thth-

buildings
thethe-

bu
e

bubuildingsdJngs to hold the con .

-
ference and individualsmdlVlduals likelike-

Tommy
like-

TommyTommy Oontooguk with aa-

slide

a-

slideslide show presenpresentation!atlOn ,

Clarence , of Wales and FredFred-
Goodhope

Fred-
GoodhopeGoodhope providingproVldmg rein-

deer
rem-

deer
reinrem-remrein-¬-

deer meat ,, and the Nome-

Beltz
Nome-NomeNome-

Beltz
Nome-

Beltz
-

Beltz high school studentsstudents-
helping

students-
helprnghelpinghelprng with cookingcookmg andand-

setting
and-

settmgsettingsettmg up tables and chairscham .

WillieWtllle Hensley , presidentpresident-
ofof the Northwest AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative Association ( NANA )

Development CorporationCorporation-
addressed

Corporation-
addressedaddressed the Elders Tues-
day

Tues-
day

TuesTues-¬-
day afternoon ., HensleyHensley-
said

Hensley-
saidsaid the Eskimo cultureculture-
w

culture-
willwwilll thrivethnve only as long asas-

the
as-

thethe ""InuitInuit .Spirit.spmtspmt " remainsremains-
healthy

remains-
healthyhealthy and unifiedunified-

"We

unified-

"We""WeWe have to pass onon-

what
on-

whatwhat you ( elders ) have In-

your
inin-

youryour heads and your soulssouls-

into
souls-

mtointomto the childrenchtldren ,
" HensleyHensley-

said
Hensley-

saidsaid ""WeWe have to teachteachourourour-
kids

our-
kidskids that they are InnuitInnult ,

along with teachingteachmg them toto-

be

to-

bebe businessbusmess people Child-
ren

Chtld-
ren

ChildChtld-ChtldChild-¬-
ren have to learn how toto-

Itve
to-

liveliveItve today "
""ManyMany people don'tdontdon't-

understand
don't-

understand
'

understand how much ourour-
people

our-
peoplepeople have suffered in10 thethe-

past
the-

pastpast 130 years ,. " HensleyHensley-
said

Hensley-
saidsaid ""TheyThey forget aboutabout-

WhaImg

about-

WhalingWhalingWhaImg and miningmInmg eras-

whIch

eras-

which
eras

which ushered inm Naltve-

alcoholrsm
NativeNaltveNative-

alcoholismalcoholismalcoholrsm and disease . "

People often thinkthmk AlaskanAlaskan-

hIstoryhistory began when they

came here on the planeplane-

from
plane-

fromfrom Chicago . "

Hensley said that despitedespite-

some
despite-

somesome impediments , thethe-

Eskimo
the-

EskimoEskimo and the lands areare-

st
are-

stillststilll meshed together whilewhile-
the

while-
thethe AmericanAmencan IndiansIndians-
fought

Indians-
foughtfought for their lands sincesince-

1600's1600's1600s1600'516005' and lost nearly allall-

their
all-

theirtheir lands ., Hensley saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat the Eskimo leadersleaders-

must
leaders-

mustmust become involved inmin-

business
m-

businessbusiness and in the presentpresent-

economic
present-

economiceconomic system to suc-

ceed
suc-

ceed
sucsuc-¬-

ceed
ceedThe

The elders , with theirtheir-

hundreds
their-

hundredshundreds of years of accu-
mulated

accu-
mulated

accuaccu-¬-
mulated experience andand-
knowledge

and-
knowledgeknowledge also providedprovided-

entertainment
provided-

entertainmententertainment for the con-

ference
con-

lerence
concon-¬-

ferencelerence audiences . Games-
such

Games-
such

Games
such as maag-"amaag"aa- " no smilingsmiling-
game

smiling-
gamegame " , juggling , skits , stringstring-
games

string-
gamesgames , Eskimo yo-yoyo-- con-

tests
con-

tests
concon-¬-

tests , singing and EskImo-

dances
EskimoEskimo-

dancesdances from the Inupiat ,

YupikYuplk and SiberianSibenan YupikYupik-
groups

Yupik-
groupsgroups were presented .

As one elder saidsatd at thethe-
end

the-
endend of the potlatch andand-
dances

and-
dancesdances on the last dayday-
Fnday

day-
FndayFridayFnday ,., ""II1 can'tcant' dance asas-

long
as-

longlong as I used to when I waswas-

a
was-

aa youngster . 'I'mIm' happyhappy-
that

happy-
thatthat we can have some fun ,

dance and play our nativenative-

games
native-

gamesgames with our youngstersyoungsters-

here
youngsters-

herehere to join in and be withwith-
us

with-
usus ,. " she said .,


