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Gary AttJaArtlaAttla of Huslia gets set to hit the Iditarod trail at thethe-

Knik
the-

KnikKnik starting line .

a

".,o

1 a

'-

- - -
Herbie Nayokpuk , the Shismaref ""CannonballCannonball " who finished second in last year'syears' race,
is looking to move up a notch this March .

Race isIsoniconon asas'lditarodleader-

s

aslditarodleader-

s'

Iditarod leaders reach Nikolai
Herbie Nayokpuk , thethe-

"Shishmaref
the-

"Shishmaref""ShishmarefShishmaref Cannonball "
and Jerry Riley fromfrom-
Nenana

from-
NenanaNenana . were hot on thethe-
trail

the-
trailtrail of Iditarod leadersleaders-
Kodgers

leaders-
RodgersKodgersRodgers Nordlum fromfrom-
Kotzebue

from-
KotzebueKotzebue and ""CowboyCowboy "
LanyLarry Smith from DawsonDawso-
nC

Dawson-
CityCOtyCityty , Yukon Territory . AllAll-

four
All-

fourfour mushers reached Niko-
lai

Niko-
lai

NikoNiko-¬-
lai Tuesday .

Both Nayokpuk and RileyRiley-
passed

Riley-
passedpassed by Rohn Roadhouse ,

the last vetemarianveternarian check-
point

check-
point

checkcheck-¬-
point without dropping anyany-
dogs

any-
dogsdogs despite a lack of snowsnow-
on

snow-
onon the trails which hashas-

caused
has-

causedcaused four mushers toto-

scratch
to-

scratchscratch .
Nayokpuk left RohnRohn-

River
Rohn-

RiverRiver in third place MondayMonday-
afternoon

Monday-
afternoonafternoon at 3:37337: pm folfol-

lowing
fol-

lowing
fol-fol¬- .

lowing NordlumNortHum and Smith .

Riley arrived at RaineyRainey-
Pass

Rainey-
PassPass late Monday night in

24th74th place , stayed for threethree-
and

three-
andand a half hours , thenthen-
headed

then-
headedheaded for Rohn River . HeHe-

arrived
He-

arrivedarrived in Rohn RiverRiver-
Tuesday

River-
TuesdayTuesday morning at 88:168168:16-
am

: 1616-

amam , departed from NikolaiNikolai-
atat 8:40840: am . He is nownow-
running

now-
runningrunning in 9th position .

Nayokpuk and KileyRiley con-
sider

con-
sider

concon-¬-

sider the 70 mile trail fromfrom-
Rohn

from-
RohnRohn River to Nikolai thethe-
most

the-
mostmost treacherous section ofof-

the
of-

thethe entire ttripp because thethe-

trail
the-

trailtrail traverses the snowsnow-

barren
snow-

barrenbarren Farewell burnbum andand-
does

and-
doesdoes not have a check pointpoint-
halfway

point-
halfwayhalfway between Rohn andand-

Nikolai
and-

NikolaiNikolai.. Most other areasareas-

of
areas-

ofof the trail have checkcheck-
points

check-
pointspoints scattered at 40 to 5050-

mile
50-

milemile intervals except for the
80 mile section from BeaverBeaver-

Creek
Beaver-

CreekCreek to Unalakleet whichwhich-

could
which-

couldcould also cause problems .


