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Why I'mIm' skeptical of the wwomen'swomensinen'sinenswomen'smovement' movement
By SYLVIA CARLSSONCARLSSON-

AIUQ
CARLSSON-

AlaskaAIUQAlaska FOdoatlonFederation, of NatlNatlwsNatlw-

sSome

_
Some years ago , dur-

ing
dur-

ing
durdur-¬-

ing a bout of politicalpolitical-
awareness

political-
awarenessawareness ., I began notic-
ing

notic-
ing

noticnotic-¬-

ing the peculiarpecuUar actions ofof-

certain
of-

certaincertain women ( mostlymostly-
white

mostly-
whitewhite , mostly middle-
class

middle-
class

mlddle-
class

middle-middlemlddle-mlddle-

class) . They were gather-
ing

gather-
ing

gathergather- ¬-

ing., excitedly , in knots ,

marching about with ban-
ners

ban-
ners

banban-¬-

ners , and shouting allall-
the

all-
thethe relative Importance ofof-

women's
of-

women'swomen'swomens' rights .

What {followedollowed thenthen-
was

then-
waswas a most astonishingastonishing-
display

astonishing-
displaydisplay ofoffemalefemale behavior ,.

far beyondbeyold: my ({TUnglt-
lady

TlingitTUngltTlingit-
ladylady )} comprehension .

They proceeded to bum-
their

burnbumburn-
theirtheir underwear and toto-

wage
to-

wagewage war amongst themthem- ¬-

selves and with everyoneeveryone-
else

everyone-
elseelse about equal toilets .

After some time and greatgreat-
difficulty

great-
difficultydifficulty ., It finally dawneddawned-
onon me that they were usus-
ing

us-usus-
Ing

-¬-

ing syrsyrhrxjls1.bols1bolssymbols. to make aa-

social
a-

socialsocial statement aboutabout-
women's

about-
women'swomen'swomens' rights . That typetype-
of

type-
ofof symbolismsymboHsm , however ,.

was always lost on meme-
because

me-
becausebecause I grew up withoutwithout-
anan abundance of anythinganything-
and

anything-
andand our toilet was outout-
back

out-
backback , shared by everyone .

Needless to say ., I did notnot-
Identify

not-
identifyIdentify with the women'swomenswomen's-
rights

women's-
rights

'

rights movement backback-
then

back-
thenthen .

The business of under-
wear

under-
wear

underunder- ¬-

wear and toilets seems toto-

have
to-

havehave fallen by the waysidewayside-
now

wayside-
nownow , but the commotioncommotion-
about

commotion-
aboutabout women'swomens' rights still

rages on . There are sUstillstill-
marches

)]
marches , but fewer sym-
bols

sym-
bols

symsym-¬-

bols these days ,. with lotslots-
of

lots-
ofof provocative Issues suchsuch-
as

such-
asas the Equal RightsRights-
Amendment

Rights-
AmendmentAmendment ( ERA ) andand-
abortion

and-
abortionabortion . In Alaska , thethe-
women's

the-
women'swomen'swomens' movement folksfolks-
are

folks-
areare not even aware ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative employment rights ,.

subsistence rights , andand-
Alaska

and-
AlaskaAlaska Native rights In-

general
inin-

generalgeneral . Rather provincial .,.

dare I say .

Not too long ago . I waswas-
approached

was-
approachedapproached by an activistactivist-
from

activist-
fromfrom the National Organi-
zation

OrganiOrganlOrgani- ¬.-

zationzatlon of Women ( NOW ) ,.

who demanded to knowknow-
my

know-
mymy position on the ERAERA-
Rather

ERA-
RatherRather than expose mymy-
disgraceful

my-
disgracefuldisgraceful self ((11(I don'tdontdon't-
have

don't-
have

'

have a position ) . I told herher-
with

her-
withwith some asperity thatthat-
the

that-
thethe laws in this countrycountry-
are

country-
areare too cluttered andand-
maybe

and-
maybemaybe we should try toto-

keep
to-

keepkeep the ERA out of thethe-
constitution

the-
constitutionconstitution to prevent fur-
ther

furfur-¬.-

ther disorder ., 1I thoughtthought-
my

thought-
mymy response was reason-
ably

reason-
ably

reasonreason- ¬-

ably Intelligent ,. but sheshe-
glared

she-
glaredglared at me . called meme-

"mushmouth"."mushmouthmushmouth.mushmouth ., "' andand-
stomped

and-
stompedstomped off in a huff ., 'I'veIveI've-
been

I've-
been

'

been shunned by the NOW

people since .,

Now . 'I'mIm' really embar-
rassed

embarembar- ¬.-

rassed to reveal my non-
position

non-
position

non-
position

non-non-
position on the abortionabortion-
Issue

abortion-
issueissue I tried to developdevelop-
one

develop-
oneone . but the noise beingbeing-
made

being-
mademade by the Bible thump-
ers

thumpthump- ¬.-

ers and the female chau-
vinists

chau-
vinists

chauchau-¬-

vinists makes it near ImIm-

possible
im-

possible
Im-Im¬-

possible :; they'retheyre' locked In-

a
inin-

aa no-winnowin- battle Anyway ,.

we should hehearar more fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe behavioral scientistsscientists-
and

scientists-
andand the medical professionprofession-
about

profession-
aboutabout the expected long-
range

long-
range

long-long-.

range effects of abortion onon-

women
on-

womenwomen
womenSundaywomenSundavSundavSunday ., March 8 . waswa-
sInternational

was-
InternatlInternatlInternationalnal Women ss-

Day
s-

DayDay ., commemoratingcommemoratmg thethe-
gains

the-
gainsgains made inm women ss-

rights
s-

rightsrights ,. and ostensiblyostenslblv aa-

call
a-

callcall to arms for womenwomen-
everywhere

women-
everywhereeverywhere to join thethe-
ongoing

the-
ongoingongoing battle for moremore-
rights

more-
rightsrights I spent some timetime-
on

time-
onon Sunday-SundaySundayreflectingSunday-reflectingSundayreflecting- reflecting onon-

the
on-

thethe matter
matterHave
Have we ., the YupikYuplk .,

InuplatInupiat ,. TlingitTlInglt ., HaidaHalda .,

TsimpsianTslmpslan AthabascanAthabascan-
and

Athabascan-
andand Aleut women , actuallv-
gained

actuallyactuallvactually-
gainedgained anything from ththethe-
women'swomen'swomens' rights move-
ment

movemove- ¬.-

ment ''?? As the new wave ofof-

Reaganstyle
of-

ReaganstyleReagan-styleReaganstyle- conservatism

sweeps this country ,. willwill-

we
will-

wewe Join our sisters in thethe-
struggle

the-
strugglestruggle to keep thosethose-
rights

those-
rightsrights that seem to havehave-
be

have-
beenbebeenn won '? I guess 'I'mImI'm-
more

I'm-
more

'

more worried about the ap-
parent

apap-¬.-

parent violence againstagainst-
Native

against-
NativeNative women than I[ amam-
about

am-
aboutabout the ERAERA-

Some
ERA-

Some
ERA-

SomeSome Alaska NativeNauveNative-
women

Nauve-
womenwomen may Join the battlebattle-
for

battle-
forfor more women'swomens' rightsnghts ,.

which promises to escalateescalate-
somethIng

escalate-
somethingsomething fierce duringduring-
the

during-
thethe coming yearsyears-

As
years-

As
years-

AsAs for me I can t eveneven-
claIm

even-
claimclaim the title """feministfeminist"femmlstfemmlst"feminist-
because

"femmlst-
becausebecause of mvmy humiliatinghumiliating-
failure

humiliating-
failurefailure to develop a pOS-

Ition
posipOSI- ¬-.

tion on the ERA I reall-
don

realN-
don

realhreall\reallrealN\
don t mind being ostraostra-
cized

ostra-
clzedcizedclzed by the NOW peoplepeople-
and

people-
andand I "won''onon t wither awa-
for

awa-
for

awa\awaawasawas-
for

\
for lack of beingbetngbetngcalledbeingcalledcalled aa-

feminist
a-

femmlstfeministfemmlst Actually ,. if I m toto-

be
to-

bebe labeled anything . I dd-

rather
d-

ratherrather be ""justjust vouryour aver-
age

averaver-¬.-

age savage
savageThe
The parade for wowo-

men
wo-

menmen s rightsnghts will go byby-

without
by-

withoutwithout me again-againagamagainthis-' thIs-
time

thisthis-
timetime matnlvmainly because II-

think
I-

thmkthinkthmk NativeNative' employmentemployment-
rights

employment-
rtghtsrightsrtghts ,. subsistence rightsnghts ,.

and Alaska NativeNauve nghts-
are

rightsnghtsrights-
areare far more important


