
Game Department TriesTri.-esTri-es.
j '

Sea OtterOtter.Tr'ansplantOtter.TransplantOtterTransplantOtter-TransplantOtterTransplant.-Transplant'
\ -

Last August,, 2323SCI23settseaSCI\SCIsettSCIotter\ otterotter-
were

otter-
werewere transplanted to 'southsouth'south-'south-
eastern

'south-
eastern

' ¬-
eastern Alaska reports the AlAl-AlAl-
aska

Al-
asks

¬-
askaasks ppnartmentV'1lartm'lltV1lartmlltPe'artment!' of FisjiFisftFis andand-
G1Ime

and-
GameGameG1Ime . The sea otter wereWIJI' rere-re-rel-
eased

re-
leased

¬-
leased at KingKlag Bay approxiapproxi-approxi-
mately

approxi-
mately

¬-
mately 6060m60milesmilesm les northnorthofof SitkaSilks .

The Department is optimisoptimis-optimis-
ttc

optimis-
tic

-¬-

ticttc that the transplantedtrlll1splantedtrlll1splantedottertransplantedotterotterotter-
will

otter-
willwill establishestabli sh themselvesthem selselvesves ,

said John Crawford , southeassoutheafj-southeafjsoutheas-southeafj-
tern

southeas-
tern

-¬-
tern regional game supervisorsupel'V'isorsupelVisor' .

Most of the otter have rere-rere-
maln

re-
mainedin

-¬-

mainedmalnmainedinrl in the releasere Be sitesisite.ee. areaa'areaarea-
and

aa-
andand appear to be doing well .

HelieIle added there has been onlyonly-
one

only-
oneone known case of mortality .

Next spring, the DepartmentDepartment-
maymay bolster the initial rere-re-¬-

leaseleaSlleastadditiopaIsea}; withwit\\witwit1Q\,, 101Q or 20 additionaladditiopaIadditia,al '
sea otter , said John VaniaVauia ,

. the marine mammals biologistbiologist-
It

.
It will then taketak severalsevernlsevernl-

years
several-

yearsyears to determine if tlie'trin-tlie'trintlietrinUte'l1anUtel1antlie'trin-
splant

the 'tran-trantran-
splant

-'-
splantSplWlt is successfulsucc Bsful , If thesethese-
first

these-
firstfirst otter survive and beginbegin-
reproducing

begin-
reproducingreproducing , transplantstransplantsta., \tataiOOItoiO-
Oother

Ito-

other
\

other areasarens of southeastern9Outheaslc1n9Outheaslc1n-
will

southeast gg-

willwill be considered ,. VanjaVaniaVania-
continued

Vania-
continuedcontinued .

OnceOnc the "KingKing" of thethe-
Furs

the-
FursFurs , " the sea otter was exex-exex-
ploited

ex-
ploited

¬-
ploited almost to extinction ,
Vania explained . The DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

-¬-

ment .hopeshopes. to reestablishreestabhshreestabhsh-
thi

reestablish-
thisthisthi s valuable fur bearerbearer-
throughout

bearer-
throughoutthroughout its former range .
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