
Sea Otters ....
Vania cautioned seals\JalsJal\ hunthun ",

eraers, particularly those in thethe-
coastal

the-
coastalcoastal areas northnorthofof Sitka ,
to observe their quarry carecare-care-
fully

care-
fully

-¬-

fully before shooting to avoidavoid-
killing

avoid-
killingkilling anyananyofof the transplantedtransplanted-
seasea otters .

While seaBea oUera.ma-
y

oUerama-
y

otters
.may resemresem-resem-

ble
resem-

ble
¬-

ble seals , he said, theth twotwo-
animals

two-
animalsanimals can be easily distindistin-distin-
guished

distin-
guished

¬-
guished by an alert observer .

The otters generally havehave-
light

have-
lightlight colored lieadsheads with dis-disdis-

and

dis-
tmct

dis-
tinct

--
tmcttinct whiwhiskersskers , small ears ,
and a dark body and tailtwl..

They weigh up to about 9090-
pounds

90-
poundspounds . Sea otters , unlikeunlIke-
seals

unlike-
sealsseals , spend muchmuchofof theirthClrthClr-
time

their-
timetime floating on their backs -
eating , washingwashmg themselvesthemsplvesthemsplves-
and

themselves-
andand dozing.

At such timestimeb ',, all fourIbur feetfeet-
and

feet-
andand the talltailtallaretailareare oftenoftell visiblevisibltJ ,

Vania said. When alarmed ,

both seals and sea ottersotters-
dive

otters-
divedive , but the sea otters ' divedive-
is

dive-
isis distinctive in that the otterotter-
exposes

otter-
exposesexposes itsita back and somesome-some-
times

¬-
times its tailuil and hind feet ,
doing a typicalfypical, "surfacesurface"surface-
dive

"surface-
dive

"
dive ,:;"' while sealsseal a usuallyusually-
just

usually-
justjust duck their heads beneathbeneath-
the

beneath-
thethe surface .

Vania said a littlehtUe cautiortcautioncaution-
onon the part of theth seal hunhun-hunhun-
ters

hun-
ters

¬-
ters will aid in insuring thethe-
success

the-
successsuccess of the sea otterotter-
transplant

otter-
transplanttransplant..


